
JOIN US in person or online 

2024 
Benefit 
Events 

Lunch - Friday, March 8, 2024
Arrive: 11:30 a.m.  •  Program 12-1
Cataldo Hall at Gonzaga University

Breakfast-Time - Wednesday, March 13
Program: 7:45-8:45 a.m. - Zoom

There is no charge to attend. Guests are asked to donate

Celebrating 40 Years of The Fig Tree
Sunday, April 28 

5 - 8 p.m. - Cathedral of St. John - 127 E. 12th Ave.

Keynote Speaker: Karen Georgia Thompson
General Minister & President national United Church of Christ
Member of the World Council of Churches Central Committee

To RSVP email event@thefigtree.org
CALL 509-535-5114

SEND CHECK TO 
The Fig Tree, 1323 S. Perry St., Spokane WA 99202 



Help Deepen Our Roots for 2024
40th Anniversary Fig Tree 

SuggeSted donationS

   r  $150 - to support our mission of connecting people
   r  $275 - to strengthen our online presence
   r  $500 - $2,500 - to be a Resource Directory community partner
   r  $900 - to publish three stories of hope
   r  $1,250/year - to build our capacity
   r  $1,650 - to print one 12-page edition of The Fig Tree
   r   $400-$4,000+ pledge $ _________ for ____ years 
   r  $100 - to introduce The Fig Tree to new readers
   r $__________ to connect people throughout the region
   r $__________ online gift at thefigtree.org/donate.html
     www.thefigtree.org/donate.html
   r  STRETCH GIFT:  AN EXTRA $40 for The Fig Tree’s 40th year.

I will also:
r Volunteer (circle) to help with deliveries • mailings • social media   

           events  •  displays  •  writing  •  editing   •  phoning  •  ads  •  networking

r Share The Fig Tree story with my congregation & others

r Advertise in The Fig Tree, Resource Directory and/or online

r Recruit 5 new readers / sponsors / advertisers

r Pray regularly for The Fig Tree   r Other ______________

Preference for 2025:  r breakfast  /  r lunch  /  r host table/group

Name ______________________________  Phone _____________

Address _________________________ City/Zip ________________

Email  _____________________Congregation _________________
Thank you for your Tax-Deductible Donation

The Fig Tree - 1323 S. Perry St. - Spokane, WA 99202
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news@thefigtree.org
(509) 535-1813 • 535-4112

Monthly newspaper and website covering faith in action throughout the Inland Northwest
online at www.thefigtree.org • check The Fig Tree Facebook page daily for news and links

By Mary Stamp
Interracial relationships, 

apologies, reconciliation and 
reparations may seem abstract, 
but for the Inland Northwest 
Presbytery those words are 
about people that the members 
of presbytery churches know 
because they meet each other at 
quarterly meetings, on the lead-
ership team, in committee work 
and throughout presbytery life.

“The Nimiipuu are our sib-
lings, integral to the presbytery,” 
said Sheryl Kinder-Pyle, execu-
tive presbyter for 13 years.

The presbytery’s relationship 

For presbytery, interracial healing is 
about long-time bonds with Nimiipuu 

State promotes environmental justice
North Carolina when the NAACP 
and a predominantly African-
American community staged a 
major protest against the state’s 
plan to site a hazardous waste 
landfill that would accept PCB-
contaminated soil in their com-
munity. 

The siting occurred, but the pro-
test started a national movement 
that challenges locating waste 
sites and polluting industries near 
communities of color.

Rowena’s work as program 
manager for the Spokane Region-
al Health District (SRHD) since 
2020 and as co-chair of the Asian 
Pacific Islander Coalition (APIC) 
of Spokane brings together issues 
of health and justice for communi-
ties of color.

In 2019, Rowena was appointed 
to the state Environmental Justice 
Task Force (EJTF) which con-
nects health and environmental 
justice.

The task force’s 2020 report 
“served as the blueprint for the 
HEAL Act,” she said.

It defines “environmental jus-
tice” as “fair treatment and mean-
ingful involvement of all people, 
regardless of race, color, national 
origin or income with respect to 

Continued on page 4

to the Nimiipuu, or Nez Perce—
the name given by French Cana-
dian traders—goes back to early 
years of the presbytery.

The ties are evident in the 
rapid response around the pres-
bytery to the Nimiipuu Church 
Buildings Capital Campaign to 
repair and restore four Nimiipuu 
church buildings.

The campaign, which runs 
through 2023, began with 
$50,000 from ministry reserves 
toward the goal of $200,000.

Before the fall summit, the 
100-member Pullman Presbyte-
rian Church kicked off the giv-

ing by their session committing 
$5,000. A congregation member 
matched it with $5,000 more. An-
other member offered to match 
the $10,000 for a total of $20,000.

“Their gift was announced to 
invite the presbytery to give,” 
said Sheryl. “A total of $200,000 
is needed for repairs. We already 
have nearly $100,000.”

Recently Lidgerwood Pres-
byterian Church gave $13,000. 

The leadership team said the 
most crucial repairs would cost 
$50,000. Those include fixing the 
Spalding Church’s foundation 
that rotted in a flood, the sagging 
roof of First Indian in Kamiah 
and water damage to walls of 
North Fork Presbyterian.

The campaign includes edu-
cational materials and a video.

These churches are the oldest 
active churches in the presbytery 
and the state of Idaho. The repairs 
are needed to ensure they will be 
around for future generations. 

“All are small churches with 
limited resources and aging 
members,” Sheryl said, noting 
that membership and attendance 

Rowena Pineda serves on state Environmental Justice Council.

Continued on page 5

The Fig Tree announces
four speakers for benefit

Nicole Bishop of SNAP, Oscar Harris of Spokane Public 
Schools, Lynn Kimball of ALTCEW and Johnny Edmund-
son of Growing Neighbors will describe how they use The 
Fig Tree’s Resource Directory to connect clients, teachers, 
students and volunteers with resources to change their lives.

“Sharing Resources: Transforming Lives” is the theme 
of the Spring Benefits for The Fig Tree from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Friday, March 3, at Cataldo Hall at Gonzaga University 
and from 7:45 to 8:45 a.m., Wednesday, March 15, on Zoom.

Hosts will gather friends and colleagues at tables on Friday 
and in Zoom groups on Wednesday to hear the story of 50 years 
of publishing the Resource Directory. The hosts have primary 
responsibility for inviting guests to share in the two events.

Hamilton Studio is preparing a video describing the history 
and people who use the directories. 

Malcolm Haworth, directory editor, will speak for the 
event and the video. Fig Tree editor Mary Stamp will tell of 
working on the directory before The Fig Tree became indepen-
dent and adding it after the Spokane Council of Ecumenical 
Ministries and successor Interfaith Council closed.

“We are honored to carry on this vital work which has 
helped many people stabilize their lives and find ways to give 
back,” said Fig Tree editor, Mary Stamp.

The Spring Benefits provide funding for The Fig Tree 
newspaper, the annual Resource Directory: Guide to Con-
gregations and Community Resources, its website, social 
media, interfaith dialogues, legislative conference and other 
education events.

For information, call 535-4112, email event@thefigtree.
org or visit thefigtree.org for information on how to register.

Micah 4:4

A member of the team staffing 
the Washington State Environ-
mental Justice Council since 
November 2021, Rowena Pineda 
helps implement the Healthy 
Environment for All (HEAL) Act.

Goals of the act include in-
corporating concern about en-
vironmental injustice into the 
decision-making processes of 
state agencies, improving govern-
ment accountability to communi-
ties and creating consistent and 
accessible paths for meaningful 
community involvement in gov-
ernment decisions.

The HEAL Act created the 
Environmental Justice Council 
(EJC), an advisory board whose 
members are appointed by the 
Governor. The EJC is a conduit 
between communities and state 
government.

Its 16 members include repre-
sentatives of tribes, communities, 
youth, business, labor, environ-
mental justice practitioners and 
an at-large member.

“The HEAL Act recognizes 
the disproportionate impact of 
environmental injustices on com-
munities of color,” said Rowena.

The environmental justice 
movement was sparked in 1982 in 

By Marijke Fakasiieiki
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Stories inside 
Faith advocates list 
priorities - p. 7-8

MLK Day honors Happy 
Watkins - p. 8-9 

WCC leaders tie unity and 
witness - p. 10

CAP helps people stabilize 
their lives - p. 12

39th Year of
Publication

Calendar on page 11
features 65 events


