
JOIN US FOR THE FIG TREE’S 

40th 
Anniversary

Gala 
Sunday, April 28 

5 - 8 p.m. 
Cathedral of St. John - 127 E. 12th Ave. - Spokane

Keynote Speaker
Karen Georgia Thompson

General Minister & National President 
United Church of Christ

Member of the World Council of Churches 
Central and Executive Committees

Panel of Faith Leaders - Reflections
Dinner - Recognitions
Interfaith Celebration

Tickets $50 • Sponsors $250
RSVP at thefigtree.org/donate.html

secure.givelively.org/donate/the-fig-tree/gala-for-40th
for link - email event@thefigtree.org

OR SEND CHECK TO 
The Fig Tree, 1323 S. Perry St., Spokane WA 99202 

CALL (509) 535-4112 or 535-1813



Help Deepen Our Roots for 2024
40th Anniversary Fig Tree 

SuggeSted donationS

   r  $150 - to support our mission of connecting people
   r  $275 - to strengthen our online presence
   r  $500 - $2,500 - to be a Resource Directory community partner
   r  $900 - to publish three stories of hope
   r  $1,250/year - to build our capacity
   r  $1,900 - to print one 16-page edition of The Fig Tree
   r   $400-$4,000+ pledge $ _________ for ____ years 
   r  $100 - to introduce The Fig Tree to new readers
   r $__________ to connect people throughout the region
   r $__________ online gift at thefigtree.org/donate.html
     www.thefigtree.org/donate.html
   r  STRETCH GIFT:  AN EXTRA $40 for The Fig Tree’s 40th year.

I will also:
r Volunteer (circle) to help with deliveries • mailings • social media   

           events  •  displays  •  writing  •  editing   •  phoning  •  ads  •  networking

r Share The Fig Tree story with my congregation & others

r Advertise in The Fig Tree, Resource Directory and/or online

r Recruit 5 new readers / sponsors / advertisers

r Pray regularly for The Fig Tree   r Other ______________

Preference for 2025:  r breakfast  /  r lunch  /  r host table/group

Name ______________________________  Phone _____________

Address _________________________ City/Zip ________________

Email  _____________________Congregation _________________
Thank you for your Tax-Deductible Donation

The Fig Tree - 1323 S. Perry St. - Spokane, WA 99202
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news@thefigtree.org
(509) 535-4112 • 535-1813

Monthly newspaper and website covering faith in action throughout the Inland Northwest
online at www.thefigtree.org • check The Fig Tree Facebook page daily for news and links

The Presbytery of the In-
land Northwest has received a 
$754,487 grant from the Lilly 
Endowment Inc. Thriving Con-
gregations Initiative to establish 
its Ezra 3:13 Project.

Katie Stark, the presbytery’s 
missional expediter and cyclical 
co-director since 2018, wrote the 
grant and will oversee its use.

As missional expediter, she 
works with existing congrega-
tions to help them be outward 
focused. As cyclical co-director, 
she helps leaders form new ex-

Presbytery will use Lilly grant funds
to help churches change their culture

Salish centers around the heart
of balance with our desire to take 
time for ceremonies, language and 
culture,” he observed. “Pressures 
on our time are intensive, making 
it hard for Indigenous people to 
maintain our culture.

“So we removed those ob-
stacles by paying participants,” 
he said.

“Research shows that language 
recovery is healing for Indigenous 
people, improving mental health, 
wellbeing and high school/college 
graduation rates,” he said.

“Our language talks about 
being in right relationship with 
people, ecology and the world,” 
he said. “Our worldview is based 
on relationships with one another 
and the natural world, rather than 
on being consumers.”

Sulustu knows the importance 
of immersion in learning a lan-
guage. 

It’s how he learned his first 
language, English, in his family 
and community.

It’s how he learned his second 
language, Spanish, on a high 
school Rotary exchange in Mexi-
co, and while living in Guatemala 
two years after graduating from 
Rogers High School in 1989.

It’s how, over time, he learned 
Continued on page 4

pressions of the church.
“In both roles, I seek new 

ways for congregations to be the 
church in our radically changing 
culture,” she said.

The grant project grew out of 
that commitment. From March 
to mid-June in 2023, she spent 
10 to 15 hours a week doing 
research and writing the grant.

The presbytery proposes to 
expand its four priorities: 1) rec-
onciliation with the Nimiipuu, 
2) supporting congregations to 
be outward focused, 3) support-

ing leaders called to start new 
expressions of church and 4) 
encouraging land stewardship.

They will begin with the focus 
on land stewardship and use of 
buildings in ways that address 
the other priorities.

The project name comes from 
Ezra 3:13, a text the presbytery 
began using in 2021. It tells 
how after the first temple built 
by Solomon was destroyed and 
Israelites spent decades in exile, 
they returned and built a new 
temple foundation. What should 
have been a joyful celebration 
was interrupted by the weeping 
of the older generation who had 
seen the first temple and, accord-
ing to the prophet Haggai, the 
foundation looked nothing like 
the first temple. 

“However, the Israelites con-
tinued building the new temple 
as a unified community made up 
of both those who were weeping 
and those shouting for joy,” said 
Katie, anticipating how God 
will be doing something new in 
presbytery churches. 

While Christian churches 

(Sulustu) Barry Moses is teaching more people to be fluent Salish speakers.

Continued on page 7

‘Renewing Our Hope’ is 2024
Legislative Conference theme

The 2024 Eastern Washington Legislative Conference on the 
theme, “Renewing Our Hope for the Future,” will be held from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 27, at the Spokane Valley 
United Methodist Church, 115 N. Raymond Rd., and on Zoom.

After an opening prayer led by Jeremy Press Taylor of the 
Jewish Social Action Committee, Karen Stromgren of Muslims 
for Community Action and Support, and Anastasia Wendlinder 
of Gonzaga University Religious Studies, there will be a plenary 
panel of young adults will address the theme from the perspec-
tive of their faith, racial and ethnic backgrounds.

The young adult participants are Ellis Benson of PJALS; 
Jasper Willson, Jewish, Washington State University; and Gon-
zaga students, Taylor Licon, spiritual but not religious, Mayssa 
Peunemany, Buddhist, and Rachel Muhr, Roman Catholic.

A plenary panel will explore environmental justice and 
climate change issues affecting the region today. Panelists 
are John Wallingford of the Cathedral of St. John’s Hope for 
Creation, Naghmana Sherazi of The Land’s Council, Tom 
Soeldner of the Upper Columbia River Sierra Club and Sarah 
Robinson of Earth Ministry/Washington Interfaith Power and 
Light (WAIPL).

Participants will then attend one of six workshops:
• “Understanding Hate Crimes and Legislation to Address 

Them,” led by the NAACP Spokane;
• “Voting Rights” with the League of Women’s Voters and 

the Spokane County Auditor’s Office;
• “Refugee and Immigration Issues” with Liliana Fausto of 

the Washington Immigrant Solidarity Network;
• “Indigenous Issues and Restoring the Salmon Runs” with 

DR Michel of Upper Columbia United Tribes and others;

Micah 4:4

In the “critically endangered” 
Spokane Salish language, the 
status of one’s heart is the focal 
point for communication among 
people, said Sulustu (Barry Mo-
ses), who founded the Spokane 
Language House in 2018 in 
Wellpinit.

In October, with a grant from the 
Spokane Tribal Business Council 
and Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF), he started 
a two-year Salish language im-
mersion program, beginning with 
17 people ages 25 to 55 who are 
intermediate-level Salish speakers.

The participants are paid a 
salary plus benefits to spend 
40 hours a week to learn Salish 
through classes and immersion. 
With few other opportunities for 
immersion, the class is the immer-
sion setting.

“The students’ full-time job 
is achieving language fluency,” 
Sulustu said.

As with all language learners, 
especially those living in two 
cultures, participants face many 
pressures—economic, educa-
tional, social and political—that 
push them in different directions, 
Sulustu said.

“Modern society pushes us out 

By Mary Stamp

Stories inside 
40 years of SNJM Fig Tree 

involvement - p. 5, 6 

Church creates anti-book 
banning quilt - p. 11

CDAIDE assists service 
workers - p. 12

Guatemalan was resident 
artist  - p. 13

40th Year of
Publication

Calendar on page 15
features 70+ events
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Spokane, WA 99202-3571
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Continiued on page 2

2023-2024 
Resource Directory

Comprehensive Guide to Congregations and Community Resources
Published by

with the support of community partners listed on the cover and inside cover

Connecting Inland Northwest faith and nonprofit communities - Online at thefigtree.org
1323 S. Perry St., Spokane, WA 99202-3571  •   Volume 50 No. 1  •  Published Annually
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