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When ‘reality’ is defined by a violent, oppressive market, is peace naive?

Despite a tight economy, churches have helped New Orleans rebuild
We make do with what we have.
Mass media inform us daily of places and 

events that call out to the faithful and stir 
feelings of compassion for us to respond 
to needs.

However, these are also days of tight 
budgets and difficult decisions.

Too often, a church board’s decisions 
center on the unspoken question, “How 
much do we have to cut in order to support 
our building?”  Maintenance needs are 
there, silently demanding, developing an 
assortment of leaks, cracks, falling plaster, 
exposed asbestos.  

In the CEO mentality, the words, “We 
take care of ourselves first,” creep in as 
we face repairs, hiring expensive help to 
do specialized repairs and trying to keep 
up with utility bills.

No easy solutions pop into mind, but if 
we allow things, such as buildings, to nar-
row our focus, we lose both long-term goals 
and long-term relationships.

Shortly after Hurricane Katrina devas-

tated the Gulf region, the Pacific Northwest 
Conference of the United Church of Christ 
offered help to Little Farms United Church 
of Christ in New Orleans.  

The church’s roof and siding had been 
damaged.  The membership was widely 
dispersed.  Many homes in the neighbor-
hood needed mucking out and extensive 
repairs.  It was agreed that the conference 
would send financial support for a number 
of years along with work teams.

Some members of the first work team 
made repairs to the church building, while 
the rest began the heartbreaking work of 
carrying the contents of houses to the curb 
for pickup.  

As they moved furniture, appliances and 
personal effects, they occasionally found 
a photograph, a baby dress or some other 
belonging that was not mud-soaked and 
molding.  

Returning these supposedly small bits 
of their former lives to the owners added a 
depth of meaning to what could have been 

merely a messy job.
The Sunday school rooms of the Little 

Farms UCC Church became the dorm 
rooms in which team members unrolled 
their sleeping bags, and they prepared their 
meals in the church kitchen.  Bathroom 
facilities were what you would expect in 
a church.  

The church members who were still in 
the area prepared a New Orleans-style 
dinner one evening each week, and stories 
were exchanged as the groups became 
acquainted.

In the years since Katrina, the church 
has been hosting more than 40 work 
teams a year from various denominations 
and organizations, so they have upgraded 
sleeping and bathroom facilities, and added 
furnishings.  The dinners with the congre-
gation continue.

The church’s commitment to mission 
is also evident in its commitment for 10 
percent of its budget to go to outside or-
ganizations.

At some point, it occurred to people here 
that children from Little Farms might enjoy 
summer camp, so funds were raised for 
them and the adults traveling with them.  
There have been more stories exchanged 
and friendships have developed.

The ministry in this situation has been 
mutual and inspiring.  Community hap-
pened.

Recently, Little Farms UCC presented 
the Pacific Northwest conference a cer-
emonial cross in recognition of the help 
that had been given.  The cross is being 
passed from church to church as a reminder 
of what church should be about.

The recent tornadoes forcefully remind 
us that there are always needs.  Little Farms 
reminds us of why we respond.

If we close in on ourselves, we fail to 
do what faithful people should be doing, 
and we also miss out on some incredible 
experiences that inspire us to find ways to 
keep on doing.  

Nancy Minard - Editorial Team

The story in the May issue about 
Rev. Kimberly (Kimmy) Meinecke’s mis-
sion to Palestine and Israel was interesting.  
Unfortunately there were some misleading 
statements in the print version.  The Fig 
Tree in consultation with Kimmy made a 
correction, which appears on the website.  
I encourage readers to view it at thefigtree.
org/may11/050111meinecke.html. 

The story has a distinct Palestinian slant, 
which probably is to be expected given the 
nature of Kimmy’s mission.  To her credit, 
she mentioned several Israeli organizations 
that work for peace and human rights.  The 
existence and activities of these organiza-
tions is often ignored by those who feel 
that supporting human rights for Palestin-
ians requires demonizing Israel.  Going 
down that path contributes to the problem 
rather than bringing the two sides closer 
to a solution.

By focusing on fixing the problem rather 
than fixing the blame, Kimmy is aligned 
with Izzeldin Abuelaish, the Palestinian 
physician who was the featured speaker 
at the recent International Conference on 
Hate Studies (see front page story in the 
May issue).  Though the tragic losses Iz-
zeldin has suffered in the conflict would 
seem to justify anger and hatred toward 
Israel, he has struggled past these feelings 
to “acknowledge the past,” but “embrace 
the future.”  The late, but still beloved, 
Eva Lassman would certainly have agreed 
with that. 

Howard Glass
Spokane

Gonzaga University hosted a 
recent gathering of scholars, professors 
and intellectuals from more than 40 col-
leges and universities to share their work 
in higher education, their research and 
their ideas.  

It was a joint meeting of the Northwest 
Area of the American Academy of Religion 
(AAR), an association of religion scholars 
who promote research; the Society of Bib-
lical Literature (SBL), which stimulates 
study of ancient texts, languages, history 
and Near East and Mediterranean archaeol-
ogy, and the American Schools of Oriental 
Research (ASOR), which fosters research, 
offers scholarly experiences and dissemi-
nates research on Near East archaeology. 

The event is part of the fabric of religious 
life few see or experience—a contemporary 
expression of an early Middle Ages as-
sociation when monks and priests created 
hand-written libraries to preserve ancient 
knowledge in the modest beginnings of 
our educational system of colleges and 
universities. 

One participant said the gathering was 
just students of religion doing their stuff.  
Another said it was the work of the acad-
emy that is foundational for all the church 
does, from training its leaders to correcting 
heresies.

A presentation on “Ethiopic Manuscripts 
for the Textual History of the Ethiopean 
Old Testament” reported on an Ethiopian 
community’s celebration as an ancient 
manuscript found its way home.  

In another session, a Seattle Univer-

sity professor spoke on what she saw as 
a biblical mis-translation from the Greek 
in a session on “Logos and the Samaritan 
Woman.”  

Other sessions were on “Women and 
Purity in the Dead Sea Scrolls: a Feminist 
Analysis,” “Compositional Strategies in 
the Coptic Gospel of Mary” and “Remy-
thologizing Pauline Theology: Paul and the 
Matrix,” “Theology—Like Jazz,” “What 
is God Getting At” and two books, The 
Riddles of the Fourth Gospel by Paul An-
derson and Gathering Those Driven Away 
by Wendy Farley. 

Do these discussions and topics have any 
relevance to the contemporary church?  I 
believe they do.  

They won’t draw thousands to a service 
of worship.  They won’t be eucharistic 
homilies or lead people to an altar call. 
They are, however, topics that need to be 
discussed.  

In the face of an absolutist and often anti-
intellectual religious culture, the fact that 
the academy persists in asking questions 
and raising issues that have impact on the 
health of the church at large is more than 
merely refreshing.  It is  invigorating.

The Rev. Nick Block
Fig Tree Board

“You can wear blue jeans to 
church?!” Absolutely, of course! “Every 
week?!” Sure, why not?

Most of us who frequent our Sunday 
worship know that wearing blue jeans to 
church is acceptable, but many, who are 

not here quite as often, may wonder if this 
is okay.  “Do we have to ‘dress up’ to come 
to worship at Manito United Methodist 
Church (UMC)?”  Only if we want to.  
Manito UMC held a Blue Jeans Sunday 
on May 15.

Many of us were raised in the era of 
dressing up for God on Sunday morning.  
That was, and still is, a good thing, but we 
live in a different time and culture.  

While some of us may still want to 
and have those “Sunday-go-to-meeting” 
clothes, others feel that it is not so neces-
sary to dress up for God.  It is more about 
“showing up” for God. 

I like to think that God doesn’t mind what 
we wear.  God only cares that we are there.  
We are, indeed, a diverse congregation who 
come from a myriad of cultures—socio-
economic, age, gender, ethnicity, political 
and theological.

We like to believe, and often model, 
the words of the hymn chorus that “all are 
welcome in this place.”

For some, Blue Jean Sunday meant go-
ing out and buying the first pair of jeans.  
Those who did not want to vary from suits 
and ties, or dresses, didn’t have to. 

It is good for us to continue to try new 
things, to experiment with change, and to 
find out what works and what doesn’t. 

God loves to remind us that “behold I 
am doing a new thing, do you not perceive 
it?” 

The Rev. Flora Bowers
Manito United Methodist Church

News last month has been filled with 
devastation from tornados and floods, 
violent and nonviolent Arab protests, end-
of-the-world predictions, ongoing war in 
Afghanistan and, yes, Iraq, and the usual 
fare of sex scandals and crimes.  

There was little or no mention that 
1,000 people of faith, including 95 youth, 
met in May at Kingston, Jamaica, for the 
International Ecumenical Peace Convoca-
tion of the World Council of Churches and 
recognized that “peace is a core value of all 
religions” and that the “promise of peace 
extends to all people regardless of their 
traditions and commitments.”  They called 
for intensified interreligious dialogue to 
seek common ground.

They recognized that each church and 
religion comes toward the call for a just 
peace from different bases—personal 
conversion and morality, mutual support 
and correction, or commitment to social 
movements and public witness.

“Each approach has merit,” said the mes-

sage of the convocation, and is inseparable, 
so “even in our diversity we can speak with 
one voice.”  The message is to the churches 
and to the “bruised and broken” world that 
God loves.

Participants realize that churches have 
often blocked the path to peace by being 
“complicit in systems of violence, injustice, 
militarism, racism, casteism, intolerance 
and discrimination.”  Asking for forgive-
ness they asked God to “transform us as 
agents of righteousness and advocates of 
just peace”—in communities, with earth, in 
the marketplace and among peoples.

The convocation marked the end of the 
World Council of Churches’ Decade to 
Overcome Violence, which followed the 
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with 
Women.

Mennonite theology professor Fernando 
Enns of the University of Amsterdam said:  
“Our journey must continue.  We shall 
hold each other accountable.  The church 
is either accepting the call to just peace or 

it is not the church at all.”
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

said that most peacemaking efforts fail 
because “we are unwilling to forgo 
established ways of wasting and wanting.  
In peacemaking, then, it is critical that we 
perceive the impact of our practices on 
other people, especially the poor, as well 
as on the environment,” he said. “This 
is precisely why there cannot be peace 
without justice.”

Martin Luther King III told participants 
that after losing his father, uncle and 
grandmother to violent and, in some 
cases, suspicious causes of death, he still 
believes there is a more noble way: to 
“dislike the evil act” but “still love the 
individual.”  He said killing of Osama 
Bin Laden was “not necessarily the best 
course of action.”  King said that an eye-
for-an-eye would leave everyone without 
eyes.  He urged churches, political leaders 
and citizens to reach for the noble, higher 

ground of nonviolence.
These calls and reflections were lost 

in the muddle of conflict-, celebrity-, 
sensation-, crime-, divisive-, sex- and 
commercial-driven media, that assures 
us they know what readers, viewers and 
listeners want, and that they know what 
sells.  So we continue to be fed divisive 
messages that leave us feeling hopeless 
and helpless, particularly when our faith 
communities call us to follow the way of 
love, peace, justice and sustainability.

Those values become lost and seem 
irrelevant in the onslaught of other 
“realities”   presented.

What difference will it make in our 
lives if we begin to question the empire 
market economy based on domination, 
exploitation and speculation, not supply 
and demand?  Can people of faith opt out 
of the marketplace in which structural 
violence is embedded?

Mary Stamp - Editor
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 EDWARD W. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

Calendar of Events

Rockwood Retirement Communities are
dedicated to the lifelong vitality and 

well-being of the whole person.
Enhance your Spiritual, Social, Physical, and Intellectual Life 

in a comfortable custom home or apartment, with assisted 
living and skilled nursing available.

Rockwood South Hill 2903 E. 25th Avenue
Rockwood at Hawthorne 101 E. Hawthorne Rd.

536-6650

Fair Trade - Earth Friendly - Local - 35 W. Main

Just $10 will get you started today.  
Everyone is welcome to shop • Anyone can be an owner

At Main Market Co-op we seek out high quality foods and 
merchandise from local, organic & sustainable producers.

7am-9pm Monday-Saturday • 10am-6pm Sundays • Free Parking

44 W. Main - Spokane 
458-COOP (2667)  •  www.mainmarket.coop

125 S. Arthur
Spokane, WA 99202

(509) 535-0229
(800) 753-0229

• Paper by the ream
• Largest selection of colors, 
  designs & weights in the area
• Case discounts
• Wedding invitations & bulletins
• Preprinted papers including all 
  holiday papers
• Envelopes in a large variety 
  of sizes
• Mention this ad and receive 
  10% off on Mondays

Healing Communities 
Welcome Veterans Home

Tuesday, June 7 • 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cataldo Hall at Gonzaga University

Registration - www.healingcommunities4veterans.com
$10 - scholarships available

For information, call 483-0428

Hours:  Mon-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm   Saturday 10 am-2:30 pm

June 1 - 17 	 • Habitat Spokane Blitz Build, 534-2552
June 2	 • Fig Tree Board Annual Meeting, Convent of the Holy Names, 2911 

Ft. Wright Dr., noon lunch, 1 to 3 p.m., board, 535-4112
June 3 - 5 	 • Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod Assembly, Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Red Lion Hotel at the Park, 838-9871
	 • ArtFest, Coeur d’Alene Park in Browne’s Addition, Second & 

Hemlock, 456-3931
June 6	 • P.e.a.c.h. Community Farm Plant Giveaway to low-income families, 

Northeast Community Center, 4001 N. Cook, 3 to 5 p.m.,  
June 6-11	 • 60,000-Pound Challenge for Second Harvest, Huckleberry’s, 926 

S. Monroe, 534-6678
June 7	 • “Healing Communities Welcome Veterans Home,” 

Cataldo Hall, Gonzaga University, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
healingcommunities4veterans.com

 	 • “Let’s Face It” estate planning seminar, Immaculate Heart Retreat 
Center, 6910 S. Ben Burr Rd., 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 448-1224

June 8	 • Hispanic Business Professional Association, Agave Bistro, 830 
W. Sprague, 11:30 a.m., www.hbpaspokane.org

June 9 	 • Unity in the Community “Up on the Roof” Benefit, Saranac 
Building, 25 W. Main, 6 to 8 p.m., 209-2645

June 9-11	 • Sera World Peace Tour Sand Mandala, Unity Church of Truth, 2900 
S. Bernard, 838-6518.

June 10	 • Spokane Valley Relay for Life, East Valley High School, 15711 
Wellesley, kelli.hornback@cancer.org

	 • “Celebrating Creativity and Community Benefit,” Radha Yoga, 
406 S. Coeur d’Alene St., 7 p.m., 838-3575

June 11	 • Eco Expo, Spokane Community College, Lair, 1810 N. Greene St., 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., ecoexpo2011@live.com

	 • Cool Water Bikes Poker Ride and Run, New Community Church, 
1003 E. Trent, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 838-8580.

June 12 	 • Sacred Space, Sacred Songs, Spokane Choral Artists, Cathedral of 
St. John, 127 E. 12th Ave., 4 p.m., spokanechoralartists@gmail.com

June 13	 • Feed Medical Lake, St. John’s Lutheran, 223 S. Hallett St., 5 p.m., 
714-1150

June 15	 • “Road to Discovery” Tour, Immaculate Heart Retreat Center, 6910 
S. Ben Burr Rd., 11:30 a.m., 448-1224, ext. 114

June 17	 • KPBX KIDS Concert, Big Crosby Theater, 901 W. Sprague Ave., 
noon to 1 p.m., 328-5729

June 18	 • Spokane Juneteenth Celebration, Liberty Park, noon, 
spokanenaacp@yahoo.com

June 25	 • Breakfast for the Hungry, Community Building, 35 W. Main, 8:30 to 
11 a.m., pat@community-building.org

July 10	 • Jordan Valley School Building Project, Sheila Fox, Peace and 
Justice Action League of Spokane, 838-7870, pjals.org

July 11-15	 • Whitworth Institute of Ministry, “Enduring Wisdom for the Church 
Today,” Whitworth University, 777-4345

July 11-15, 18-22  • Summer Seminar Series:  Living in Intensive Times, Center 
for Organizational Reform, corhome.org

July 15	 • “What’s for Lunch” Food Drive for Second Harvest, Yoke’s Markets
July 16	 • South Perry Street Fair, between 8th & 11th streets, 10 a.m. to 8 

p.m., Heidi Hash, 536-5516
July 29 - 31 	 • Buddhist Relic Tour, Unity Church of Truth, 2900 S. Bernard St., 

838-6518
Aug 6 	 • Eight Lakes Leg Aches Bike Ride, Lutheran Community Services 

Northwest, Group Health Office, 5615 W. Sunset Hwy., registration 7 
a.m., ride starts 8 a.m., 343-5020, lcsnw.org/8LakesRide/index.html

Aug 13 	 • Hispanic Heritage Festival, Harmon Park, Bismark & N. Market, 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m., 325-9640

Aug 14	 • Sacred Space, Sacred Songs, Spokane Choral Artists, Cathedral of 
St. John, 127 E. 12th Ave., 4 p.m., spokanechoralartists@gmail.com

Aug 15-20	 • Jubilate! Camp Casey, Whitbey Island, www.jubilateworshiparts.org
Aug 20 	 • Unity in the Community, Riverfront Park, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 209-

2634
Aug 21	 • Mica Peak Century Ride Plus, Vertical Earth in Riverstone, 7:30 

a.m., frpbell@frontier.com
Aug 26-28 	 • Spokane Falls NW Indian Encampment and Pow Wow, Riverfront 

Park, 483-7535
Sept 7	 • Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark’s Lutheran, 316 E. 24th, 9 a.m.
Sept 8	 • Fig Tree Board 11 a.m. and Volunteer Recognition noon, Highland 

Park United Methodist, 611 S. Garfield, 535-4112

 The Radha Yoga Center is of-
fering a program on “Celebrating 
Creativity and Community” at 7 
p.m., Friday, June 10, at the cen-
ter, 406 S. Coeur d’Alene St.

The event, which will be a 
Kirtan—Indian Sacred song—
and dance with two instrumental 
groups, will raise funds for Radha 
Yoga Youth Outreach.

For information, call 838-3575 
or email radhayoga@comcast.net.

Feed Medical Lake, a free 
meal program designed to be like 
Feed Cheney, will start at 5 p.m., 
Monday, June 13, in the fellow-
ship hall of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 223 S. Hallett St. in 
Medical Lake. 

Volunteers will help with set up, 
preparation, serving and cleanup, 
said Joanna Williams, who has a 
permit from the Spokane Regional 
Health District to serve food.

The Feed Cheney program was 
started in fall 2009 by Natalie 
Tauzin, a health specialist at the 
health district.  

For information, call 714-1150 
or email jojo382@gmail.com.  

The Fig Tree recently received 
a grant of $250 from the Kermit 
M. and Frances C. Rudolf Fund at 
the Inland Northwest Community 
Foundation.

The donation is for support of 
the newspaper’s work to make a 
difference in the community.

The mission of the Inland 
Northwest Community Founda-
tion (INWCF) is to foster vibrant 
and sustainable communities in 
the region through grants to non-
profit organizations.

Donors establish funds at the 
INWCF, said PJ Watters, director 
of gift planning.

For information, call 624-2606.

A thousand volunteers from the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints (LDS) came to the 
Boy Scouts of America’s Camp 
Cowles on Diamond Lake on 
Saturday, May 14, to clear, clean 
and prepare a 66-acre undevel-
oped  area, which will be named 
“Camp Sunrise.”  

People from 17 LDS stakes 
helped prepare for a 2012 Encamp-
ment of more than 4,000 LDS Boy 
Scouts from the Northwest.  The 

improvements will benefit all Boy 
Scouts in the area.

The Church is donating in-
frastructure and improvements 
such as adding a road and water 
system to the new area.  The area 

was cleared of trees, but fallen 
trees and brush need to be cleared 
before the encampment.

The LDS Jamboree Encamp-
ment “Catch the Vision” has a web 
page www.cowles2012.org.

Feed Medical 
Lake meal starts

Yoga center 
plans benefit

Fig Tree receives 
grant from fund

About 1,000 LDS volunteers clear 2012 camp site
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Practical Theology and  
LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

 

The School of Theology and Ministry (STM) at Seattle University invites applications for a 
teacher-scholar practitioner in theology and leadership to begin Fall 2012 This will be a tenure 
track position at the rank of Assistant Professor. 
 
The School of Theology and Ministry is a creative model of ecumenical cooperation, a unique 
partnership of Seattle University and 12 ecclesial communities in the Pacific Northwest. The 
school cherishes the Jesuit mission of faith that does justice, which respects the dignity and 
gifts of every person. Those who can help us embody this vision are encouraged to apply. 
 

The successful candidate will be a practical theologian who integrates theological scholarship 
with leadership. Responsibilities include teaching in the MDiv and MA in Transformational 
Leadership, Transforming Spirituality and Pastoral Studies degree programs. Primary areas of 
teaching include: theological reflection in contextual education, leadership theories and 
formation, spiritual leadership and its integration in public spheres. Other teaching and 
scholarship opportunities may include, but are not limited to: conflict transformation or 
mediation, peace-building, interreligious dialogue, and reconciliation. The successful 
candidate will also participate with the STM faculty in further developing its pastoral 
curriculum to respond to multicultural, ecumenical, and interreligious communities and will 
help prepare students for leadership within churches, organizations, and agencies. 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE POSITION: A PhD or EdD is required. The ideal candidate 
will have 2 or more years of full-time ministerial and/or leadership experience in culturally-
diverse communities. 
 

TO APPLY: Please submit materials online at https://jobs.seattleu.edu, including cover 
letter of interest, curriculum vitae, the names and contact information with email addresses of 
three references, and two separate statements regarding 1) your educational philosophy and 
2) how you would contribute to the Seattle University mission. Review of applications will 
begin September 15, 2011. Position open until filled. 
 

 
Seattle University, founded in 1891, is a Jesuit Catholic university located on 48 
acres on Seattle’s Capitol Hill. More than 7,500 students are enrolled in 
undergraduate and graduate programs within eight schools. U.S. News and World 
Report’s “Best Colleges 2011” ranks Seattle University among the top 10 universities 
in the West that offer a full range of masters and undergraduate programs. Seattle 
University is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

THE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY 

The decision of North Addison 
Baptist Church’s youth minister 
and his wife to adopt an Ethiopian 
orphan blossomed beyond plans 
to expand their own family.

Tom and Leanne Wade led a 
November 2010 mission trip and 
they now will move with their 
children to Addis Ababa, where he 
will teach three years at an inter-
national school and she will serve 
as part-time campus nurse.

Ties there broaden the church’s 
perspective beyond Spokane and 
the United States and help mission 
trip participants, church members 
and their own family step out of 
their comfort zones.

After graduating in religious 
education and youth ministry 
from Oklahoma Baptist Univer-
sity in Shawnee, Okla., 21 years 
ago, Tom worked in a variety of 
jobs before he met and married 
Leanne 18 years ago.  Because 
she worked as a receptionist in 
Spokane, they moved to Spokane, 
where he has worked part-time as 
youth minister and part-time in a 
print shop.

Tom and Leanne, who have 
three daughters, wanted to adopt 
an Ethiopian or Haitian orphan, 
because there were many orphans 
in those countries.  The process 
for Ethiopia was shorter.

When they told Tom’s mother, 
she was excited.  Her parents spent 
two years in the Peace Corps in 
Ethiopia after retiring.  He knew 
little of their experience, but re-
membered knickknacks and a bas-
ket from Ethiopia in his home.

Three years ago, the Wades 
spent seven days in Addis Ababa 
to complete adoption of their 
son, Caleb.  It was their first trip 
outside the country, but they knew 
they would go back.  With other 
adopting families, they went on 
guided tours to tourist sites, mu-
seums and resorts.

“In the process, we began to 
feel a passion and a burden for 
something more,” Tom said.

Leanne suggested the church 
send a group to work at orphanag-
es.  The pastor supported the idea 
and asked her to lead a group.

“We felt it would be a good way 
to expose people in the church to 
Ethiopia and international work,” 
Tom said.

With All God’s Children Inter-
national, a Portland-based group 
that does international work with 
orphans, they set a date for 2010 
and invited church members.

There was immediate response.  
Soon they had a group of 12, in-
cluding the Wade’s oldest daugh-
ters, Deanna, 14, and McKenzie, 
13, and other church-related 
people ranging into their 60s. One 
member who was unemployed 
was able to go because the church 
raised more than $36,000 to cover 
the costs for the team.

Among the members who 
signed up were Annie and Garry 
Matlow, who have been married 
26 years.  In 1967, she had gone 
to Ethiopia after her first husband 
had orders to go there for military 

service.  She spent three years in 
Eritrea, a secessionist section of 
northern Ethiopia.

“It was part of my life I wanted 
to share with Garry,” she said.  
“My sister decided to go too.”

In the months of preparation, 
Garry said people often said, 
“You’re going to Africa?  It will 
change your life.”  In a report he 
wrote after 10 days of painting, 
carpentry and interacting with 
Ethiopian people, Garry said 
team members now “look at life 
through a different set of eyes.”

On the mission trip from Nov. 
3 to 14, participants worked in 
three orphanages, a youth deten-
tion center and a hospital.

“We worked 10 to 12 hours 
a day scrubbing walls, painting 
walls and painting murals on 
walls, turning filthy places into 
beautiful places,” said Annie.

Some shared their skills teach-
ing, and Leanne, who has worked 
as a medical assistant since earn-
ing an associate degree in 2006 
from Spokane Community Col-
lege, brought medical skills.

For a youth rehabilitation cen-
ter, the women in the church had 
precut 5,520 squares—about a 
year’s supply—for girls to use as 
they learn to sew, making patch-
work rag quilts.

Some team members joined 
in recreation with boys.  Later 
the team cleaned and painted the 
boys’ dining hall and patched 
holes in the concrete floor.

Another day, they led a mini 
vacation Bible school at the Han-
nah’s Home orphanage and later 
at a Bethzatha Children’s Home 
Association orphanage.

At another Bethzatha orphan-
age in Awassa, they found chil-
dren with “no toys to play with or 
tables to eat on,” said Leanne.

“We saw what it takes to run 
an orphanage,” said Tom, point-
ing out that although Ethiopia’s 
AIDS mortality rate is lower than 
in Southern Africa, some orphans’ 

parents died of AIDS.  
“Ethiopian children are also in 

orphanages because drought and 
famine make families so poor they 
can’t care for their children or pro-
vide medical care,” he explained.  
“Many deaths come from a lack 
of clean water.  The average life 
expectancy is mid to late 40s.”

Tom said they met a man who 
runs Bethzatha Orphanage. When 
they returned home, they found 
his name on the paperwork for 
Caleb’s adoption.

“As we left, we knew our fam-
ily would go back and spend time 
working there to give our son a 
chance to see the culture where he 

was born and see orphanages like 
the one that cared for him.”

Tom went earlier than the team 
to interview for a job to teach at 
Bingham Academy, an interna-
tional, English-speaking school 
in Addis Ababa run by Serving 
in Missions, headquartered in 
Charlotte, N.C.  

The academy’s 350 students are 
from the international community 
there—families of missionaries, 
embassy staff and non-govern-
mental organization personnel.

Tom will teach a Bible class, be 
a youth minister and the chaplain 
for faculty and students, helping 
them adjust to life in a different 

culture and helping them grow.
The Wades leave Aug. 1 to live 

there three years.   Tom will be on 
a leave of absence from his youth 
ministry at North Addison Baptist 
Church.

He hopes his family’s willing-
ness to move from comfortable 
lives in Spokane will be an exam-
ple to the youth of the church.

He involves the youth group 
in community service by working 
at Anna Ogden Hall and doing 
World Vision’s annual “30-hour 
Famine” to raise money and edu-
cate teens on international needs.  
Tom believes youth are insulated 
from pain people in the rest of 
the world experience and pain of 
those who are  homeless, disabled 
and left out in Spokane.

“Teens need a broader perspec-
tive than Spokane and the United 
States so they develop a passion to 
help others,” he said.   “Children 
and youth need to grow up with 
concern for others and the convic-
tion they can help.  

“If that’s to happen, they need 
to see it in lives of their leaders,” 
he said.  “The mission trip opened 
eyes to needs for serving there and 
to our need to experience the joy 
we saw in worship in Ethiopia,” 
he said.

The adoption, trip and his 
family’s mission commitment are 
part of a faith pilgrimage.

“Risk and faith are closely 
related,” he said.  “Risk deepens 
faith. Growth in faith relates to the 
amount of risk we are willing to 
take,” he said.  “I expect surprises 
in Addis Ababa.  I don’t know 
where God is leading us.”

For information, call 220-6159 
or email tom.wade@sim.org

Wiser Pastoral Consulting Services
Offering spiritual and emotional guidance 
for individuals and families through life 

transitions with a listening ear 
and compassionate heart, 

especially end-of-life issues.
For information or a presentation, call 

Rev. Michael K. Wiser
at (509) 999-7943
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Family’s adopting an Ethiopian orphan led church to a fall mission trip 


