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As a storyteller, poet, church 
and ecumenical leader, Karen 
Georgia Thompson, general 
minister and president/CEO of 
the United Church of Christ 
connects with The Fig Tree as it 
writes stories that reinforce her 
work as a national and global 
leader.

“Stories make community and 
help us understand each other,” 
she said, speaking at The Fig 
Tree’s 40th anniversary Gala on 
April 28. “In encounters, we do 
not remember the details, facts 

Church, ecumenical leader values that 
Fig Tree links local, national and global

Staff see beyond teens’ scary ‘front’
She learned their intimidating 

appearance was to protect them 
and express their distrust of peo-
ple because they had experienced 
so much hurt and trauma.

With Crosswalk, she had oppor-
tunities to grow every few years, 
moving into new roles with new 
challenges. In 1998, she became 
shelter supervisor. Then she be-
came program manager, head of 
independent living programs and 
foster youth supervisor.

With a grant for rural outreach, 
she began visiting rural commu-
nities in Eastern Washington and 
North Idaho to find resources to 
keep young people in hometowns 
or draw them to return, keeping 
them off the streets of Spokane.

In 2008, based on her back-
ground working with the kids in 
various aspects of the program, 
Bridget moved from the first-
floor programs with kids to the 
administrative offices upstairs as 
director of youth programs and 
eventually as vice president of 
shelter services.

“I am as passionate about hang-
ing out with the kids as I was as a 
volunteer,” she said.

Back when Bridget first started 
volunteering, a tall blonde girl 

Continued on page 4

or data, but remember the stories 
because they humanize us.

“Even though I live in Cleve-
land, I have known about The 
Fig Tree and Mary Stamp,” said 
Karen Georgia, wondering if the 
founders knew that fig trees are 
steeped in ancient meaning and 
symbolize wisdom, success and 
abundance. 

“The founders dared to dream 
of this fig tree, which is a bless-
ing and continues to flourish,” 
she said. “May wisdom and 
success continue to be present 

as The Fig Tree continues to pro-
vide an ecumenical and interfaith 
space to support the ministries 
of many in this area and around 
the world.”

In 2009, Karen Georgia joined 
the staff of the United Church 
of Christ national ministries in 
Cleveland, moving from sunny 
Miami to the snowy, cold shores 
of Lake Erie. Two years later, 
she was called into ecumenical 
and interfaith relations. In that 
role, she became acquainted 
with Mary and with The Fig 
Tree, which regularly arrived at 
her office. 

“I had no idea how or why it 
came, but I would read it through 
and find nuggets of informa-
tion,” she said. “It helped me 
understand how the work I was 
doing as ecumenical officer was 
being amplified in the pews and 
in the world.”

As ecumenical officer, her 
role was to connect to other faith 
communities—denominations, 
church councils, world com-
munions and interfaith partners. 

“My work was on the national 

Bridget Cannon has spent 25 years at VOA’s Crosswalk serving street teens.

Continued on page 5

Artist creates graphic 
for Fig Tree 40th Gala

The Fig Tree partnered with Adam Bodhi, visual artist 
and Fig Tree advertiser, to design a graphic for its 40th 
Anniversary Gala. He developed it through a collaborative 
process with Fig Tree editors. 

“It was a different way of working than I normally do. 
By collaborating, we cre-
ated a graphic that repre-
sents unity, inclusivity, 
people coming together 
and building communi-
ty—things that matter to 
me,” Adam said.

“It fits where I’m go-
ing and what I’m trying 
to build. It gives a visual 
of what The Fig Tree is 
about,” he said. 

In using Canva as a me-
dium, Adam typed key 

words, then tried to find the images that would represent 
The Fig Tree vision. 

“In the process, we depicted where The Fig Tree has 
been and where it is going, with people from many races, 
cultures, genders and ages, and with fruit in the leaves of 
the tree,” he said.

The Fig Tree printed it as a banner for the Gala, on the 
front page of the programs and on mugs for presenters and 
people honored. 

For information, visit diamondartworkscollective.com.

Micah 4:4

Bridget Cannon believes that 
every person she has met working 
with Crosswalk and Volunteers of 
America of the Inland Northwest 
has changed her in some way.

“I have met many young people 
so that means I have made many 
changes,” she said in a recent 
interview marking her 25 years 
serving with Crosswalk.

Bridget, who is vice president 
of shelter services, started her 
career in restaurant, catering and 
deli businesses in New Jersey, 
moving every four years because 
she was looking for the next 
challenge.

Soon after moving to Spokane 
in 1994, she began working at 
a local restaurant and wanted 
to meet more than the people at 
work. She saw an ad that Cross-
walk was seeking volunteers, so 
she signed up for Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings.

She began to volunteer in 1994, 
and soon moved into a job there. 

“When I first walked into 
Crosswalk, I saw young people 
who had not showered in a long 
time, had wackadoodle hairdos 
and body piercings in places I 
would never think of piercing,” 
Bridget described.

By Mary Stamp
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Out of 821 entries in 76 cat-
egories, The Fig Tree received 
a national 2023 Best of The 
Associated Church Press (ACP) 
honorable mention award in the 
category “Overall Excellence/
Best in Class” for newspapers on 
May 17 at the ACP Convention 
in Chicago.

Each year, The ACP, which 

has served religious communi-
cators since 1916, honors faith 
communicators’ best work with 
these awards for new and estab-
lished newspapers, magazines, 
journals, news services, newslet-
ters, blogs and websites.

“The religious landscape has 
changed in recent years,” noted 
the awards information. “With 

it, the role of faith-based jour-
nalism has changed, and the 
role of communicators has been 
reinvented and reimagined.”

In the same category, the award 
of merit went to The Alabama 
Baptist and the award of excel-
lence to The Baptist Paper. 

For information, visit theacp.
org/awards.

Associated Church Press honors Fig Tree

WCC collaborates to make world more livable
The leadership of the WCC and Right Livelihood met on 

May 22 to deepen collaboration and extend their work on the 
innovative ways in which people and organizations can take 
responsibility for making the world a more livable place.

European group considers ecology, theology
The WCC participated in the 7th Annual Conference of the 

European Academy of Religion (EuARE), held in Palermo, 
Italy from May 20 to 23. This year’s conference focused on 
paradigm shifts in religions, drawing more than 1,100 partici-
pants to discuss important ecological and theological issues.

WCC donates books to Tanzanian university
The WCC is donating books to theology students at Teofilo 

Kisanji University of the Moravian Church in Tanzania. Teo-
filo Kisanji University (TEKU) is situated in Mbeya, and was 
established in 2006 as a university.

Leader challenges misuse of Christ’s name
His Beatitude Anastasios, archbishop of Tirana, Durrës and 

All Albania, shares a message for the WCC global fellowship, 
between the Orthodox Easter and Pentecost. In today’s world, 
the message notes: “Invoking Christ’s name has no place in 
plans of political expediency and oppression of individuals and 
peoples.” Anastasios, a former WCC president with more than 
six decades in the ecumenical movement, is known as a herald 
of peace and wisdom in inter-religious and international circles.

Kenya makes strides in ending gender violence
Whether it’s weaving gender equality into environmental 

training for young children or reaching 2,000 high school and 
university students with the Thursdays in Black campaign, 
Kevin Maina is making some major strides in Kenya toward 
a world free from gender-based violence.

WCC head says global and local connect
In a visit to London, WCC general secretary Jerry Pillay had 

deep conversations with specialized ministries partner Chris-
tian Aid, focusing on how the global ecumenical movement is 
rooted in local connections that bring hope, help and healing.

Brazilian church leader tells of grave needs
The Rev. Mauro de Souza, second vice president of the 

Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil, 
and a member of the WCC central committee, reflected on 
the grave needs amid the flood disaster in Brazil—and how 
churches are offering hope.

Access to clean, safe water is a pressing issue
Water sustains ecosystems, supports agriculture and is es-

sential for human health and development, but across the globe, 
access to clean and safe water remains a pressing issue, with 
enormous disparities in how water is governed and managed.

Declaration rejecting Nazi policy still inspires
On the 90th anniversary of the Barmen Declaration, in which 

Germany’s Confessing Church condemned Nazi incursions in 
church life, the WCC general secretary praised it as inspiring 
Christians since then to combat oppression and injustice.

WCC expresses commitment to ‘health for all’
“The ill health and suffering experienced by the least and 

the most vulnerable must be felt by and responded to by all in 
a united, equitable, effective, and mutually accountable man-
ner,” wrote WCC general secretary Jerry Pillay in a message 
to Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, World Health Organization 
(WHO) director-general, as the 77th World Health Assembly 
opened in Geneva.
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The Fig Tree has begun scan-
ning copies of the first 20 years 
of its issues that are not already 
in pdf format to make all issues 
available to Washington Digital 
Newspaper Archives.

Directory editor Malcolm 
Haworth is working with service 
missionaries with the Church of 
Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day 

Saints part of this summer and 
fall to do the scanning.

The Fig Tree is connecting 
with Shawn Schollmeyer of 
Washington Digital Newspapers, 
which invited The Fig Tree to 
archive its newspaper because of 
its cultural significance.

There are costs for the project, 
including costs for Shawn to 

prepare the digital documents 
The Fig Tree provides.

“We welcome those who wish 
to help us raise $8,000 to com-
plete the project during the 
coming year,” said editor Mary 
Stamp. “The files will eventually 
be available online to share our 
coverage since 1984.”

For information, call 535-4112.

Fig Tree archiving project seeks funding

Unity in the Community, the 
region’s largest multicultural 
event, will celebrate its 30th year 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, 
Aug. 17, in Riverfront Park.

The organizers with NW Unity 
invite vendors and sponsors to 
join in celebrating diversity. 

“It’s a special day for children 
and families to learn about the 
diverse heritages that make 

our community great,” said co-
organizer April Anderson. 

At Unity in the Community’s 
Global Village, children can 
hear dozens of languages, meet 
people who have come to the 
region from all over the world 
and play games that are part of 
different cultures.

The festival features diverse 
entertainment, cultural village 

displays, games, arts, food and 
activities for children and adults, 
including a job/career fair and 
health screening, added co-
organizer Mareesa Henderson.

Proceeds after costs provide 
school supplies and children’s 
activities. The event is planned 
by a volunteer committee. 

For information, call 599-
6669 or visit nwunity.org.

Unity in the Community marks 30th year

WorkSource Spokane One-
Stop Campus is upgrading its 
campus at 140 S. Arthur St. to 
enhance access to services for 
customers.

Effective May 31, services 
previously offered at Resource 
Center of Spokane County will 

will merge its resources with 
WorkSource Spokane, said Kevin 
Williams, division executive for 
system advancement.

By integrating human services 
into WorkSource Spokane in one 
place, the program centralizes 
resources for the community 

from career development to tai-
lored assistance for re-entry, 
health care, working parents, 
job seekers and businesses, ex-
plained Mark Mattke, Spokane 
Workforce Council, CEO.

For information, email klwil-
liams@spokaneworkforce.org.

WorkSource consolidates one-stop aid

Four nuns from Sravasti Ab-
bey will give a series of talks on 
“Choosing Harmony” at CRE-
ATE Arts Center in Newport, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m., Mondays 
June 3 to 24. The presenters, Ven-
erables Thubten Kunga, Dekyi, 
Rinchen and Monlam, have lived 
and trained with the Abbey’s 
founder—Buddhist teacher and 
author, Venerable Thubten Cho-

dron—for many years. 
“In these divisive times, har-

mony seems elusive, and kind-
ness and compassion are in short 
supply,” said Thubten Kunga. 
“Thankfully, there are practices 
anyone can learn to increase con-
nections to others, no matter how 
different we may be.”

Abbey monastics will share 
meditation and thought-training 

practices that keep the heart open 
and calm in difficult situations.

Sessions include a short, guid-
ed meditation to relax, a talk, 
questions and group discussion. 

Sravasti Abbey, founded in 
2003 near Newport, is a Bud-
dhist monastery practicing the 
Tibetan tradition.

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
sravastiabbey.org/events.

Sravasti nuns talk on ‘Choosing Harmony’
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YMCA plans Healthy Kids Day on June 7
Healthy Kids Day from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Friday, June 7, is 

part of a national initiative to improve the health and well-being 
of kids and families. 

For more than 30 years, the YMCA has hosted this free com-
munity event to inspire children and families to keep minds and 
bodies active through the summer and beyond.

The evening includes healthy, fun activities that celebrate kids 
being kids with organization booths—including Spokane Valley 
Library, Boy Scouts of America, East Valley Community Co-
alition, Manzanita House, Providence Sacred Heart Children’s 
Hospital, Washington Poison Control, S.C.O.P.E with Opera-
tion ID and Kids Helmets, Spokane Valley Parks & Recreation, 
Spokane Valley Fire Department and Second Harvest. 

There will be games, prizes, face painting, a bouncy house, 
petting zoo, kite flying and a climbing wall.

The first 250 kids will receive a free T-shirt.
For information, call 777-9622 x 4290 or jwhite@ymcainw.org.

SNAP’s Dad’s Day Dash is June 16
The 12th Annual Dad’s Day Dash, with the choice of a 5K or a 

one-mile Father’s Day fun run, will start at 9 a.m., Sunday, June 
16, at the North Bank Shelter in Riverfront Park in Spokane.

The registration fee helps support SNAP’s more than 30 
programs that served 53,329 people in the community in 2023. 
SNAP helps people seeking a way out of poverty with energy as-
sistance, small business loans, housing, home repairs and more.

In 2023, nearly 400 crossed the finish line in the Dad’s Day 
Dash. People may participate as individuals or teams.

Participants will receive a race T-shirt. Later they may join 
in Expo events at Riverfront Park.

For information, call 456-SNAP or visit snapwa.org/ddd5k.

Synod asks for funds for flood aid in Tanzania
Northwest Intermountain Synod (NWIM) Bishop Meggan 

Manlove is appealing for $34,000 to assist the companion synod, 
Ulanga Kilombero Diocese (UKD) in Tanzania, in recovery 
from a flood affecting much of East Africa.

Successive heavy rainstorms from March to early May led 
to loss of lives and livelihoods, displacements, evacuations and 
disease because of destruction of homes, crops, roads, schools, 
power structures and water contamination, according to UKD 
Bishop Renard Mtenji.

Meggan asked the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) congregations in the synod to take a special offering 
on June 9 for UKD Flood Relief.

“The funds will help pastors replant crops in the next grow-
ing season, help schools retain students whose parents have no 
resources, and help the Lugala Lutheran Hospital resupply, fix 
inaccessible roads to the hospital and provide water treatment 
in nearby communities,” she said.

The Kilombero River Valley is a major agricultural region. 
Towns, homes, schools and churches that usually don’t flood in 
a rainy season became inundated. Fields at the Tumaini Semi-
nary were destroyed. The school’s new wall reduced damage to 
buildings, but the road to the hospital is impassable, Megan said.

For information, visit nwimsynod.org/tanzania-companion-
synod-ukd.

Salvation Army collects funds for backpacks
The Salvation Army’s 15th Annual Backpacks for Kids 

event teams up with NomNom Convenience Stores to collect 
funds through June 30 to provide 4,000 K-12 students with free 
backpacks and school supplies.

Customers may donate when they make purchases or by adding 
their name to a flier at stores in Spokane, Spokane Valley, Airway 
Heights, Mead, Deer Park, Liberty Lake and Coeur d’Alene.

Over the past 14 years, NomNom has raised $600,000 for 
Backpacks for Kids. Captain David Cain, corps officer of The 
Salvation Army Spokane, is impressed by the response.

Since the inception of Backpacks for Kids in 2010, The 
Salvation Army Spokane has distributed 57,000 backpacks to 
local young people. Backpacks will be distributed Aug. 14 at 
The Salvation Army, 222 E. Indiana Ave. in Spokane. For in-
formation, call 325-6810 or visit makingspokanebetter.org. 

For 23 years, Habitat for Hu-
manity Spokane’s Blitz Build 
has drawn hundreds of volun-
teers for a two-week accelerated 
build that is also an opportunity 
to raise funds and awareness. 

An event unique to Spokane, 
Blitz Build offers camaraderie 
as professional builders, sponsor 
groups and volunteers work with 
Habitat families to build safe, 
healthy and affordable homes.

Volunteer individuals and 
groups will join Blitz Build June 
3 to 14 in the city of Spokane 
Valley.

“Blitz Build is an exciting 
time at Habitat for Humanity,” 
said Michelle Girardot, CEO of 
Habitat for Humanity-Spokane. 
“Nearly one in three households 
in Spokane are considered ‘cost-
burdened’ and spend more than 

30 percent of their income on 
housing costs. Habitat is a beacon 
of hope for those seeking to buy a 
home they can afford in Spokane.

“The Spokane Valley Blitz 
Build site is a demonstration 
project using Insulated Con-
crete Forms, a sustainable, non-
combustible concrete building 
system that reduces upfront 
expenses and on-site construc-
tion time, while maximizing a 
structure’s durability and energy 
performance—reducing its car-
bon footprint,” Michelle said.

Habitat-Spokane’s annual 
fundraising build event is a 
hands-on opportunity to dig into 
the home-building process and 
partner with those working hard 
in its Homeownership Program. 

“The only skill needed is a 
desire to help families on their 

homeownership journey — no 
experience necessary,” she said.

Currently, 70 families are 
working toward home ownership.

Habitat for Humanity-Spo-
kane raised $135,776 with more 
than 500 guests at its 2024 Hope 
Builders Luncheon in April 
to help families achieve their 
dreams of affordable homeown-
ership.

Habitat-Spokane will host its 
first-ever Pride Build Day at 
Blitz Build on June 10. 

“We invite local members of 
the LGBTQIA2S+ community 
and allies to help build inclusiv-
ity while we highlight the need 
for affordable homeownership 
for all,” Michelle said.

For information, call 534-
2552 or email volunteer@habi-
tat-spokane.org.

Second Harvest is commit-
ted to leveraging the region’s 
agricultural abundance to end 
hunger, said Carrie Perry, senior 
leader at Second Harvest, in the 
recent newsletter. 

“Our partnerships with local 
food processors enable us to 
transform perishable produce 
into shelf-stable foods, which 
are desirable for their ease of 
handling and shelf life,” she said. 
“These collaborations are vital. 
Fresh produce is abundant but 
perishable and can be challeng-
ing to distribute before it spoils.”

By working with processors, 
Second Harvest ensures more 
food reaches people in need.

A partnership with Tree Top 
provides 120 tons of apples 
and converts apples into four 

semi-truck loads of applesauce 
that is shelf-stable, so it can be 
distributed over a longer period.

Another collaborative project 
was with potato farmers who 
donated 375,000 pounds of bulk 
potatoes. Basic American Foods 
processed them into two truck-
loads of dehydrated, shelf-stable 
potatoes, which are easy to store 
and use, she said.

Second Harvest seeks to in-
crease production with Tree 
Top in the coming year and has 
a second round of processing 
planned with Basic American 
Foods in the next few months. 

“We hope both ventures will 
continue to thrive for years to 
come,” Carrie said. “These part-
nerships exemplify our strategy 
to harness the abundance of lo-

cal agriculture while addressing 
the shortage of shelf-stable food 
producers in our service terri-
tory. We are continually seeking 
to forge more collaborations to 
provide healthy, long-lasting 
food to those who need it most.”

For information, call 524-
6678 or visit 2-harvest.org.

Family Promise of Spokane is 
starting a monthly donation pro-
gram, Homer’s Helpers, to help 
assure predictable finances for 
the program to provide the fami-
lies it serves with a stable future.

Homer is also the name of the 
Family Promise truck that moves 
families into their new homes. 

In 2023, 46.5 percent of 
homeless persons who were 
rehoused in Spokane County 
came through Family Promise 
of Spokane. That’s 193 kids and 
102 families who now have a 
place to call home.

Needing community support 
and a commitment to ending 
family homelessness, Fam-
ily Promise of Spokane created 
Homer’s Helpers, as a team of 
monthly donors.

Families come from diverse 
backgrounds, but these face 

Family Promise seeks monthly donations

Second Harvest partners with food processors

Habitat Blitz Build is demonstration project

You donate $10.
We feed a family of 4.

It’s that simple!
To feed hungry 

Spokanites, go to

https://donorbox.org/
carecampaign

hidden homeless in Spokane 
County.

For information, visit family-
promiseofspokane.org.
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came into Crosswalk before 
Christmas.

“I could tell she was petrified. 
I was at the front desk and asked 
how we could help her,” Bridget 
said.

The girl was from California. 
She had been kicked off the 
basketball team and her mother 
had sent her to Spokane to live 
with her father, but she did not 
tell the father their daughter was 
coming. When she showed up 
at his doorstep, he drove her to 
Crosswalk.

“The holiday season is sup-
posed to be a loving family time, 
but she was dropped off at our 
shelter,” Bridget said. “She did 
not leave the front desk because 
she was scared by the other 
teens’ appearances.

“I learned that those appear-
ances were a cover-up, a defense 
to keep people away so they 
wouldn’t be hurt,” she said. 
“That was a turning point for me 
to realize that these teens were 
like all teens. We needed to help 
tear down the boundaries they set 
up and keep them safe.

“That changed how I talked 
with them, to hear their stories 
and help them find opportuni-
ties,” she said.

After mediating with the girl’s 
mother, Crosswalk helped her 
get on a bus to go home.

“She changed my life. After 
that, I became protective of 
the teens who came here, espe-
cially when people blamed them 
and called them juvenile delin-
quents,” Bridget said. “People 
would change their opinions if 
they spent a week with them. 
They just want to be loved.”

Bridget experienced many 
turnaround stories. In fact, many 
who once came seeking shelter 
are now employees.

Recently, she had a phone call 
from one of the first people she 
worked with as a case manager 
in 1998. He had been at Cross-
walk from the age of 13 until he 
was 18.

“He was 40 and helping take 
care of his mother. He and his 
wife chose to give a donation to 
Crosswalk,” she said.

Often people call or return to 
tell how Crosswalk made a dif-

ference in their lives.
“I tell staff they may never 

see the difference they make 
in someone’s life. It may take a 
while, but one day the lightbulb 
may go on,” she said, telling of 
listening to one “alum” as an 
adult using the words she had 
said years ago. 

“I realized he had listened to 
me. It’s amazing how resilient 
the teens are,” said Bridget, 
who carries that belief into her 
work overseeing Crosswalk, 
the Young Adult Shelter, two 
outreach teams, Alexandria’s 
House, the Aston-Bleck Program 
and Hope House.

At Alexandria’s House, she 
said, is a program for babies 
having babies. About 16 come 
through in a year to stay in the 
five rooms. “They do not know 
how to parent or live on their 
own,” she said. 

So the Aston-Bleck Program 
receives the young mothers in 
five transitional two-bedroom 
apartments, where they can 
continue with the same case 
manager. There they learn how 
to be parents. Ninety percent 
move to permanent housing and 
stay housed.

Crosswalk last year served 
800 in the drop-in center with 
case management and in the 
school where they can earn a 
GED. In 2023, about 130 stayed 
in the night shelter’s 18 beds.

The Young Adult Shelter 
housed 200 last year.

Crosswalk broke ground for 
Crosswalk 2.0 on May 28 to 
serve youth at a location across 
from Spokane Community Col-
lege on East Mission, rather than 
downtown.

The new center is one block 
from the Young Adult Shelter.

“When we started talking 
about Crosswalk 2.0, we consult-
ed with the kids. I invited them 
to join me for coffee. I asked if 
we build a new Crosswalk, what 
would they want,” Bridget said.

“They all said they did not 
want to be downtown where 
they are among people dealing 
drugs,” she said. “They wanted 
to be near parks and green space. 
They helped pick the spot, plan 
the architecture and programs, 
and design our logo.”

On its second floor of the new 
building, there will be a Support-
ive Independent Living program 
for 16-to 20-year-olds who need 
foster care but cannot find foster 
homes. Foster parents do not 
want older teens, and teens do not 
want to risk another foster family. 

“We will serve 18 young peo-
ple in transitional housing that is 
like a college dorm, where they 
have their own bedrooms but 
share living and kitchen space,” 
she said.

Those in the program, who are 
studying or employed, can live 
in a more stable situation than a 
night-by-night shelter. They can 
build adult skills in one to two 
years until they find an apart-
ment and full employment.

For Bridget, the new building 
is her next challenge. She plans 
to assist through the construc-
tion, while funds are raised, and 
as the program is established. 

“When I eventually retire, I’ll 
likely continue to volunteer with 
Crosswalk,” she said.

Bridget has been the face of 
Crosswalk with her visits to 
many area faith communities, 
especially before COVID.

“The faith communities pro-

vide food and donations. Their 
volunteers who listen and com-
municate the teens’ inherent self-
worth have made a difference,” 
she said. “Without the faith com-
munities, I’m unsure we would 
have lasted for the 40 years since 
Crosswalk’s founding in 1985.”

Faith community volunteers 
collect underwear at MardiBras 
events. Some have also built 
beds and helped women move 
into Hope House.

“Harriet the Shoe Lady” 
from the Unitarian Universalist 
Church for years provided hun-
dreds of pairs of sneakers and 
other shoes,” said Bridget, who 
is not part of an organized faith 
community but values how faith 
communities mobilize response.

“Our staff are passionate to 
provide compassionate care and 

understanding for the young 
people. They do not work for 
money. They know they have an 
impact,” Bridget said. 

Asked what her dream job 
would be, she said, “This is it.”

For information, call 688-1120 
or email bcannon@voaspokane.
org.

Continued from page 1
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Crosswalk move near SCC was choice of the kids in the program
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level and through Fig Tree ar-
ticles, I had a glimpse into what 
was happening in Spokane. I real-
ized our work in the national set-
tings was making sense in a local 
community,” Karen Georgia said. 
“I am grateful for that glimpse.”

Thirteen years later, The Fig 
Tree still comes to that office. 
Someone else is there, but she 
discovered she can read it on-
line, so she stays connected to 
how the Inland Northwest “is 
living and creating the beloved 
community the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. dreamed about.”

Karen Georgia shared more 
about fig trees.

“Some believe the large roots 
of the fig tree represent the past. 
Its trunk represents the present, 
and its branches represent the fu-
ture,” she said. “Forty years is a 
long time and is to be applauded 
as we look at the history of The 
Fig Tree captured in an article on 
the website. 

“I was pleased to see that 
the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) wrote a wonderful article 
about The Fig Tree, too. The 
WCC is in Geneva, so we are 
talking about global,” she added.

From serving on the WCC’s 
Central Committee and Ex-
ecutive Committee, she sees that 
The Fig Tree amplifies and con-
nects people to that global body. 

“Our work ecumenically is 
only alive and well in the ways it 
happens in local communities,” 
she said.

Karen Georgia shared one of 
her poems, “painting pictures” 
to give insights on words and 
stories. Here is an excerpt:

“Let them fly these words that 
cannot die, adrift across time 
and space.

“Let fly these words, a gift of 
beauty to share.

“Let them go painting pictures 
on their way.”

Karen Georgia believes both 
written and spoken words have 
power and “the stories we tell 
create something as they go out. 
When I talk about stories, I am 
talking about the truth we tell 
rather than the fiction we cre-
ate or the exaggerated tales we 
spread as gossip that damages. 

“Stories connect us and move 
us closer together, offering us 
the opportunity to hear and learn 
from each other differently,” 
she said.

As the UCC ecumenical and 
interfaith relations minister from 
2011 to 2019, there were stories 
of being present for historic mo-
ments and being part of creating 
something new that would spark 

later in a local community. 
Karen Georgia experiences 

that community is more than 
local.

“We are part of a global 
community and contribute to 
the experiences of others in the 
world,” she said.

In 2013, she organized the 
UCC delegation to the 10th As-
sembly of the WCC in Busan, 
South Korea. From Oct. 20 to 
Nov. 8, 25 from the UCC around 
the U.S. participated in meetings, 
worship and plenaries with 4,000 
others. 

“There I met Mary. We had 
traded emails ahead of the meet-
ing,” she said. “We met for 
dinner twice and shared as we 
learned in the broader commu-
nity. I still have relationships 
forged at Busan.

“I appreciate seeing Fig Tree 
staff in these global ecumenical 
spaces. Gen Heywood, pastor of 
Veradale UCC, was in Karlsruhe, 
Germany, to cover the 11th As-
sembly for The Fig Tree,” Karen 
Georgia said.

“Connecting the local to the 
global is important because often 
our 24-hour news cycle does 
not afford us the opportunity to 
make meaning of the ways in 
which we are connected. The 
spaces we create for healing 
from and sharing with each other 
are important,” she said, noting 
that technology has changed 
communication with voicemail, 
email, Zoom and messages con-
necting people, along with the 
old-fashioned way of meeting 
in person.

Some days she laments the 
distance that comes with tech-

nology. Advances can move 
people further away from con-
necting in meaningful ways. 

“We leave voice messages, 
text to set a time to talk and man-
age voyeuristic living through 
multiple social media platforms, 
scratching at the surface of 
knowing each other and creat-
ing relationships for our lives,” 
she added. 

“In so doing, we have lost 
some of the connections needed 
for creating a better world,” 
she said, returning to the power 
of story to paint pictures with 
words. “When we tell a story, 
we hope for safety. We hope to 
be heard. We hope the story will 
be received and affirmed.”

Karen Georgia pointed out that 
the power of a story and the em-
powerment that comes is for both 
the storyteller and the listener. 

“Where do we tell our stories 
as the faith community? Who do 
we tell? What do we say? How 
does the story make meaning in 
our need to be present to chal-

lenge injustice as advocates, 
allies and activists?” she asked.

“Our ability to stand against 
injustice as people of faith is 
supported by stories,” she said. 
“Movements for justice in this 
country and globally are cap-
tured in stories of coalitions 
built, relationships forged and 
communities transcending dif-
ferences to ensure that all are 
treated with respect and are able 
to live lives with full human 
dignity.” 

UCC archives are full of sto-
ries about the civil rights move-
ment, the Black Lives Matter 
movement, the women’s move-
ment, the poor people’s cam-
paign, the March on Washington 
and more.

“In these stories, we hear 
ways people came together to 
make a difference—stories of 
communities of faith answering 
the call to love faithfully,” Karen 
Georgia said. “In such moments, 
the hope for a world to come is 
made manifest. One of the most 
powerful places for stories is 
in places we experience as dif-
ferent. If we share our deepest 
learnings when we sit with others 
and listen to stories others share 
about their life experiences, we 
learn and we are transformed.

“We give safety and learn 
when we are nonjudgmental in 
the presence of a story and allow 
ourselves to be in the moment, 
listening to make meaning of 
what we hear,” she said. 

“Stories drive a point home 
in personal, engaging ways. 
Stories bring far-away places 
to our front doors and allow us 
to ask questions to dig deeper. 
Listening to the raw truth of 
people’s experiences in the U.S. 
and around the world through 
stories has given me the gift 
of being more prepared to be a 
stronger advocate and activist for 
change,” she added.

Karen Georgia said she gained 
insights from hearing stories of 
comfort women in Japan, hear-
ing how climate change is erod-
ing shores and salinating soil 
in Bangladesh, and learning of 
Nigerian families torn apart by 
religious violence.

“What stories are we willing 
to tell to bring the change we 
want to see?” she asked. 

“Our relationships require 
mutuality in sharing and hearing 
stories. We have to create space 
to create community,” she said, 
closing with her poem, “beauti-
ful gift.” 

“The gift is love,” she said. 
“What we don’t have is time and 
so in every moment that happens 
that is given to us, we have the 
power of our words. We have 
the power of engagement, and 
we have the power to create and 
share stories that make a differ-
ence, empower our lives and 
also have the power to change 
the world.”

For information, email ucc.org 
or oikoumene.org.

CommunityCommunity-
owned

Grocery Store
Everyone 
Welcome!

EVERYONE 
CAN JOIN

ANYONE 
CAN SHOP

44 W. MAIN AVE • SPOKANE
(509) 458-COOP (2667)
www.mainmarket.coop

Karen Georgia Thompson also spoke at Pacific Northwest UCC.

Continued from page 1

National leader said Fig Tree showed up at her office and she read it
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You are
not alone.
NAMI Spokane is dedicated to empowering 
all those affected by mental health conditions 
(together with their loved ones) to live their most 
fulfilling lives. We do this through education, 
advocacy and support. All our programs are free 
and peer-led by those who have been there. 
Learn more at NAMIspokane.org. 

152 S Jefferson St, Suite 100, Spokane

509.838.5515
namispokane.org

TAIZÉ PRAYER
via Zoom

Thursdays at 4:15 p.m.

For more information, contact: Shonna Bartlett 
at bartletts@gonzaga.edu

Race Amity Day Picnic
Sunday, June 9, 2024

Spokane Grant Park
1015 S. Arthur St., 99202

Gazebo at 10th Ave. and S. Perry St.
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

All are welcome - Come join us
Sponsored by The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of Spokane 

After 10 years as co-director 
and then executive director of the 
Faith Action Network (FAN) of 
Washington, Elise DeGooyer is 
seeking a new way to continue 
her commitment to justice.

“Like every position I have 
held, it will likely be a calling 
in human services and justice 
work,” she said.

“As executive director, I 
worked with the staff and board 
to gather people of faith and 
conscience to have impact on 
politicians and communities,” 
she said, “helping FAN live into 
being statewide and multifaith.”

The FAN Board will work 
with a transition consultant, 
Rose Waterstone, to survey the 
FAN network stakeholders and 
determine future leadership 
and directions with the goal of 
having new leadership in place 
by fall.

In 2014, Elise started work-
ing with FAN as co-director 
with Paul Benz, who focused 
on public policy. He has formed 
Partners for Social Change to 
continue his work.

Her role with FAN has focused 
on administration, fundraising, 
development and finance. 

Motivating her desire to 
change policies, she brought 
passion from being program 
manager for children’s nutrition 
at Northwest Harvest statewide, 
from working with unhoused 
women at the Church of Mary 
Magdalene’s Mary’s Place and 
from research at the University 
of Washington (UW) School 
of Social Work on HIV-AIDs 
prevention for mostly women.

“Feeding programs, food 
banks, housing programs and 
homeless shelters all address 
problems that have policy solu-
tions,” she said. “We will only 
make the changes needed when 
we have political solutions to the 
problems.”

At Northwest Harvest, Mary’s 
Place and the UW, she saw the 
need for advocacy. 

“While faith communities 
help people survive and provide 
care and compassion, they do 
not have the resources or time 
to address all the problems,” 
Elise pointed out. “We need to 
go to the source of the problems 
and change policies that harm 
people.”

Elise, who grew up in Yakima, 
graduated from Gonzaga Univer-
sity in 1983 with a bachelor’s de-
gree in journalism and religious 
studies. She spent the next year 
as a Jesuit Volunteer at Father 
McKenna Center in Washington, 
D.C., when mental health care 
was deinstitutionalized, putting 
more people on the streets.

“I saw that there were few sup-
ports and no housing for people,” 
said Elise, who observed that at 
that time there were few women 
or families who were homeless.

“It escalated from there be-

cause there was limited time for 
other social services to address 
systemic causes. More churches 
opened doors as food banks and 
shelters, and joined coalitions 
to address systemic issues,” she 
pointed out.

She returned to Seattle to 
work in human services and 
run a food bank at the multicul-
tural St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
where many came for food and 
emergency services.

After that, she helped start So-
journer Place, a shelter-to-transi-
tional living program, sponsored 
by the Sisters of Providence.

Elise completed a master’s 
degree in liberation theology 
and cross-cultural ministry at 
Maryknoll School of Theology 
in Ossining NY, in 1991.

“I have always sought to com-
bine my faith with social justice 
and social change,” she said.

At FAN, Elise worked with 
Paul Benz and Kristin Ang, who 
built relationships with legisla-
tors to drive policy changes 
based on values and priorities the 
FAN board and staff established.

To accomplish that, she helped 
FAN expand staff to 10—six 
full-time equivalency—to live 
into its goal of being statewide 
by hiring part-time regional 
organizers. They have expanded 
FAN’s presence in Spokane, Tri-
Cities/Yakima and Wenatchee.

The idea to have regional or-
ganizers developed when FAN 
helped with the 2020 census 
outreach, and identified trusted 
local people as messengers to 
promote COVID vaccinations.

Elise is proud of political 

changes she worked on with 
FAN, representing decades of 
advocacy. 

For her, ending the death 
penalty and removing it from 
Washington state law was a ma-
jor effort of the faith community 
for many decades. 

“The governor called for a 
moratorium. The Supreme Court 
declared it unconstitutional, but 
we needed to take it out of the 
law so another governor could 
not come and reinstate it,” Elise 
said.

She was with a group of faith-
based lobbyists when that law was 
signed, noting that one who had 
worked for that goal for 30 years 
sobbed at the accomplishment. 

“It shows the power of per-
sistence,” she said. “Systemic 
change takes time and hard 
work.”

Another long-term effort 
bore fruit in 2024. The Working 
Families Tax Credit passed 10 
years ago but was not funded 
until last year and has provided 
much needed cash to people.

“There have been so many vic-
tories over the years, and it has 
been worth the effort,” she said, 
referring people to the accom-
plishments listed at fanwa.org/
advocacy/legislative-agenda.

In addition to reviewing action 
related to priorities of protecting 
the safety net, advancing immi-
grant and refugee rights, promot-
ing economic justice, increasing 
affordable housing, addressing 
environmental justice, fostering 
civil rights, expanding access to 
health care and persevering for 
criminal justice reform, the page 

lists past legislative successes 
back to 2011.

Those include passing police 
accountability bills in 2018, sup-
porting missing and murdered 
indigenous women, and protect-
ing renters from eviction and rate 
increases.

Every year, FAN requests 
more money for the Housing 
Trust Fund, money faith com-
munities can access when they 
build housing on their property.

FAN addresses many issues, 
Elise said.

“The agenda develops out of 
conversation with FAN’s net-
work, which is how we added 
climate change and environmen-
tal justice, youth mental health 

issues and gun responsibility,” 
Elise said. “We are responsive to 
what faith communities are most 
interested in.”

“It has been energizing and in-
vigorating working with FAN,” 
Elise said. “I have met amazing 
people across the state whose 
vision and faith inspires us to do 
incredible things.”

For information, call 206-
625-9790.

Year-round retreat center for youth groups, 
churches, nonprofits and community gatherings.
200+ acres with 1/4 mile on the shore of Lake Coeur d’Alene.

n-sid.sen.org 
208-689-3489

36395 S Highway 97, 
Harrison, Idaho 83833

509-590-9174
email:AdamBodhi@

diamondartworkscollective.com
diamondartworkscollective.com

Adam Bodhi

Federal and State laws prohibit housing  
discrimination based on: 

 

Race ○ Color ○ Religion ○ Gender ○ Disability ○ National Origin ○  
Familial Status ○ Marital Status ○ Sexual Orientation ○ Military / 

Veteran Status ○ Citizenship or Immigration status 

Services offered:  
Fair housing counseling, advocacy & education   

The work that provided the basis for this publication was supported in part by funding under a 
grant with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, HUD.  NWFHA is solely 

responsible for the accuracy of the statements and interpretations contained in this publication.  

35 W. Main, Suite 250, Spokane, WA 99201 
Tel: 509-325-2665 • Fax: 866-376-6308  

www.nwfairhouse.org 

35 W Main, Suite 250, Spokane, WA 99201
Tel: 509-325-2665 • Fax: 866-376-6308 • nwfairhousing.org

Federal and state laws prohibit housing 
discrimination based on:

Race • Color • Religion • Gender • Disability 
National Origin • Familial Status • Marital Status 

Sexual Orientation • Military/Veteran Status
Citizenship or Immigration Status

Our services include: fair housing 
counseling, advocacy and education

This ad is supported in part by funds from a grant with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, HUD. NWFHA is solely 
responsible for the accuracy of statements and interpretations in this ad.

Working to Ensure Equal Housing Opportunity for All

Elise DeGooyer seeks new avenues to continue commitment to justice

Elise DeGooyer reflects on her 10 years at Faith Action Network.
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Probably my best choice of my life
to start going to community college.

Community Colleges of Spokane does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual 
orientation or age in its programs, activities or employment. Marketing and Public Relations. 21-690 - AS

spokane.edu/next #BigfootBigFuture

Be a Bigfoot
Among Eagles

Start Here, Transfer There

Camps and Retreat Centers

A new climbing tower, a sum-
mer full of youth and family 
camps, 600 youth groups serv-
ing in the Silver Valley and new 
facilities are among the ways 
Lutherhaven will offer oppor-
tunities for campers of all ages 
to “encounter creation, create 
community and commune with 
Christ,” summarized Rebecca 
Smith, who is in her second 
year as executive director of 
Lutherhaven.

The 2024 summer theme is 
“Together!”

“In life, one of the best sources 
of joy, authenticity and faith 
formation comes from being 
in healthy community with one 
another; from being together,” 
said Rebecca. 

The theme is inspired by Co-
lossians 3:12-14: “Therefore, as 
God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, hu-
mility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. For-
give as the Lord forgave you; and 
over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.”

Rebecca commented that 
“some days, our world feels like 
a place where there can be more 
division than unity, and camp 
will always be a place where the 
mission remains the same. It is a 
space where all may gather to re-
connect and experience abundant 
life, as together we encounter 

creation, create community and 
commune with Christ.”

“After 25 years, the climbing 
tower has outlived its lifespan. 
A new tower is in the works and 
the exterior is now complete and 
funded thanks to the camp’s en-
dowment,” she said, noting that 
campers can use it this summer.

Lutherhaven needs help to 
fund the next phase to complete 
the interior of the tower and al-
low campers to climb in all kinds 
of weather.

“That’s important for out-
door education students,” said 
Rebecca, sharing the link for 
that project: givebutter.com/
hzJCOU.

Lutherhaven offers a variety 
of summer camp experiences, 
including Champ Camp with 
one-on-one staffing care for chil-
dren and youth with disabilities.

There are group camps for 
confirmation and youth groups, 
families and Idaho Servant Ad-
ventures, which is for groups and 
also individuals.

There are also age-group 
camps and family camps at 
Camp Lutherhaven on Lake 
Coeur d’Alene, at Shoshone 
Mountain Retreat and Shoshone 
Creek Ranch. There are offsite 
adventure camps, Silver Valley 
day camps, and day camps for 
congregations.

Details on camps and dates are 
at lutherhaven.com/programs/
summer-camps.

Rebecca expects that stu-
dents from youth groups across 

the United States will come to 
Shoshone Mountain Retreat, 
Shoshone Creek Ranch and 
Camp Lutherhaven programs 
this summer. 

“Last year, 521 participants 
volunteered more than 8,336 
hours of simple, significant 
service through Idaho Servant 
Adventures,” she reported, refer-
ring people to learn more about 
Idaho Servant Adventures at 
lutherhaven.com/isa.

Last fall, Lutherhaven com-
pleted the 9,000-square-foot 
North Garden Lodge, Rebecca 
said. “It’s luxurious and modern, 
especially compared to typical 
camp buildings.”

The new eight-bedroom lodge 
is a waterfront retreat center for 
board, pastoral and other weekend 
retreats, for community and envi-
ronmental gatherings, and for day 
events such as family reunions 
and parties. It accommodates 
groups with eight to 38 guests.  

For information, call 208-667-
3459 or visit lutherhaven.com.

N-Sid-Sen Camp and Retreat 
Center, a ministry of the Pacific 
Northwest Conference of the 
United Church of Christ (UCC), 
is again planning its aqua and 
adventure camps as part of the 
2024 summer sessions. 

For four weeks, the camp is 
directed by volunteers from con-
ference churches in the setting of 
woodlands, creeks and meadows 
with a mile of shoreline along the 
east side of Lake Coeur d’Alene.

“We will welcome children, 
youth, families and adults from 
infancy to senior adults who 
come to explore, grow and renew 
in groups of 16 to 150,” said Pam 
Peterson, designated managing 
director. “Guests and campers 
come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds, faith traditions and 
community groups.”

Woven in with the year’s 
theme, “Linked by Love,” each 
camp will have morning watch, 
evening vespers and a clos-
ing worship. Activities include 
swimming, boating, kayaking, 
canoeing, paddleboarding, tub-
ing, water skiing, hiking, field 
games, wacky games, arts and 
crafts, campfires, sing-a-longs 
and star gazing. 

The first week, July 14 to 21, 
junior high campers in grades 7 
to 9 will do a float trip down the 

Spokane River—an aqua camp 
tradition—and the fifth and sixth 
grade intermediate campers will 
have a float day in the swim cove. 

“Junior high campers come 
to rekindle old friendships and 
discover new ones, plus engage 
in meaningful conversations on 
the summer’s theme with peers 
and leaders,” she said.

To introduce camping to 
young children, N-Sid-Sen of-
fers two camps: You and Me 
Camp from July 22 to 24 for an 
adult family member with a child 
or children in grades 1 to 4. Kids 
Camp from July 24 to 27 is for 
children in grades 2 to 4. You and 
Me campers in grades 2 to 4 can 
opt to stay the full week.

Both camps share meals and 
campfire time with Senior High 

campers, who are there July 
22 to 27 and overlap with both 
camps to maximize use of the 
facilities.

Senior High camp also fea-
tures the “aqua camp” Spokane 
River float trip, tubing, boating, 
swimming and campfire time.

“When multiple age groups 
are in camp at the same times, 
the sessions operate separately, 
and kids are in cabins with their 
age group, but there is mixed 
interaction during meals and 
campfires,” said Pam.

“Making a new friend, ex-
ploring trails, jumping into the 
lake may seem like simple fun, 
but, in reality, the campers are 
gaining critical social skills, 
independence and awareness of 
God and creation.”

The third and fourth weeks—
July 28 to Aug. 4 and Aug. 4 to 
10—are “Family Camps” for 
family members of all ages and 
generations. 

In addition to the camps for 
children, youth and families, N-
Sid-Sen has an Emerging Young 
Adult Camp June 14 to 17 for 
ages 19 to 35, a long weekend 
retreat for young adults to play 
together and explore ways God 
is moving in the world. It also 

includes time to do an optional 
service project, as well as free 
time to enjoy the site.

“The Pacific Northwest Con-
ference offers scholarships for 
those needing financial assis-
tance,” said Pam. “Campers do 
not need to be associated with a 
United Church of Christ receive 
funds to attend the camps.”

For information, call 208-689-
3489 or visit website N-Sid-Sen.
org. Youth join game to keep their arms linked while eating a meal.

Photo courtesy of N-Sid-Sen

Lutherhaven campers gather by the lake for evening worship.
Photo courtesy of Lutherhaven

Lutherhaven campers encounter creation and create community

N-Sid-Sen camp worship, discussion will focus on ‘Linked by Love’
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Wake Up World 
Curriculum 
on the climate crisis 

available free 
for congregations

 

 REQUEST AT
541 951 2897 

wakeupworld.earth@gmail.com   

Camps and Retreat Centers

Alex Flannagan, the new 
canon for camp, youth and fam-
ily ministry for the Episcopal 
Diocese of Spokane, started 
two months ago and spent his 
first weeks at Camp Cross for 
the May 17 to 19 Labor of Love 
and May 24 to 26 Youth Labor 
of Love camps. 

As he worked with the vol-
unteers to de-winter, clean and 
spruce up the camp for the sum-
mer season, he heard their stories 
of Camp Cross on the western 
shore of Lake Coeur d’Alene.

With registration numbers on 
trend with recent years, he is 
focusing on the June training of 
12 staff members who will be 
there all summer. 

“I enjoy empowering people in 
participatory leadership,” he said, 
likening top-down leadership to 
a spider and participatory leader-
ship to a starfish. “If a spider’s 
head is cut off, it dies. If a starfish 
loses a leg, it grows another.”

For summer 2024, Camp Cross’ 
eight weeks of camps include two 
family camps. They will work 
with 20 volunteer counselors who 
will help with one or two sessions.

“Speak Lord, for We Are 
Listening” is the theme for the 
camps and the diocese this year.

Campers will enjoy hiking, 
boating, swimming, singing 
and campfires while building 
relationships with new and old 
friends and learning values of 
relationships, prayer, disciple-
ship and service.

Previously, Alex worked 10 
summers at Camp Huston with 
the Diocese of Olympia. He 
came there through the Camp 
America international exchange 
as a counselor and guitar player.

Alex, who grew up Methodist 
near Manchester, England, had 
studied politics and sociology 
for a year at the University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, when he 
met two young men with Camp 

America. After a summer at 
Camp Huston, he returned to 
study international hospitality 
and management at the Uni-
versity of Central Lancashire, 
graduating in 2013.

He returned summers to Camp 
Huston for 10 years and moved 
in 2018 to work as youth minis-
try coordinator with the Episco-
pal Diocese of Olympia. 

During COVID, he worked as 
a camping consultant, advising 
Camp Blue Spruce, an overnight 
camp for children with food aller-
gies; assisting Episcopal church-
es in youth ministry; leading 
two-mile Holy Hikes in Western 
Washington, and working with 

monthly Anti-Racism Collective 
Circles of Color on Zoom.

Alex said Camp Cross offers 
a two-night mini-camp session 
for young campers early in the 
summer. 

July and August include 
one-week Intermediate Camp, 
Arts Camp, Outdoor Adventure 
Camp, Mid-High Camp and 
Senior High Camp, plus a Labor 
Day Family Camp and an Adult 
Weekend in September.

For information, call 624-
3151 or visit campcross.org.

“we’ll steer you right”
 509-499-4810

Need advice
finding

accessible or
affordable

transportation? 

By Sofia Sanchez - intern
This year Camp Sanders is 

raising money to refurbish and 
restore the camp’s 89-year-old 
tabernacle, which is used for 
large gatherings. As of May 24, 
they had raised $104,990, two-
thirds of the $150,000 needed.

Christy Gallogly, the executive 
director and manager of Camp 
Sanders for more than three 
years, hopes to have the taber-
nacle finished by next summer. 

The walls are leaning and the 
building needs a new foundation.

Repairs are important because 
the camp will celebrate its 90th 
anniversary in 2025.

“We’re trying to have that tab-
ernacle completed for a home-
coming event next July,” said 
Christy, whose connection to 
the camp goes back to when she 
began attending Camp Sanders 
as a child.

She moved to Kansas City 
but, after her children left, she 
decided to go back to the Pacific 
Northwest where she grew up. 

Her favorite thing about Camp 
Sanders is meeting and working 
with people from different back-
grounds, and especially sharing 
in the ministry and encouraging 
people from all over. 

This summer, Camp Sanders 

near Tensed, Idaho, plans a vari-
ety of camps, including a men’s 
camp and a women’s retreat 
held in April; Kids Camp, July 
8 to 11, and Family Camp, July 
4 to 7. In the fall, Camp Sanders 
hosts a 55+ Adult Retreat.

These events highlight the 
camp’s commitment to serving 
people of all ages and back-
grounds, and providing opportu-

nities for people to enjoy the rus-
tic rural setting on 90 acres with a 
creek and small recreational pond.

The camp accommodates up 
to 175 people in dorms, cabins 
and bunkhouses. It also has 10 
RV spaces. It rents the facilities 
from April to October.

For information, call 208-892-
4842, email campsanders@gmail.
com or visit campsanders.net.

Tabernacle at Camp Sanders needs major renovations.
Photo courtesy of the camp

Camp Sanders will repair its tabernacle

Camp Cross’ new canon invites participatory leadership 

Labor of Love campers share a meal as they come to open up 
the camp for the summer season. Photo courtesy of the camp

Do you value The Fig Tree
approach to journalism?

Express your support
with a donation!

Mail a check to
 The Fig Tree,1323 S. Perry, Spokane 99202
Give online at thefigtree.org/donate.html
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independent • assisted • skilled nursing • memory care

Rockwood South Hill:
2903 E. 25th Ave.

509-536-6650

Rockwood at Whitworth
10322 N. Middleton Dr.

509-466-0411

www.rockwoodretirement.org

Dan the 
Piano Man 
is now...

• Household 
 Moving
• Piano Tuning 
 & Repair
• Piano Moving 
 & Storage

509.922.1085
www.DanTheMovingManWA.com 

Licensed & 
Insured

Free in-home 
estimates

Be a part of 
Something 
Greater.

Take Action.

D
onate

Volunteer

Contribute to 
our mission to 
help seniors 
stay in their 
own homes by 
providing 
them with a 
warm meal, 
daily. 

We are in need of 
volunteers to deliver meals 
to seniors in the Greater 
Spokane County region!

GSCMealsonWheels.org | (509) 924-6976
12101 E. Sprague Ave, Spokane WA 99206

Camps and Retreat Centers

Ross Point Camp and Confer-
ence Center continues its min-
istry of engaging, encouraging 
and equipping people through 
Christ-centered hospitality in 
affordable facilities, be it for 
summer camps or the year-round 
use of lodging, meeting rooms, 
recreation facilities and com-
munity building.

A ministry of Mission North-
west, serving the American 
Baptist Churches USA, the camp 
welcomes other denominations 
and nonprofits to the site pur-
chased in 1948 on the Spokane 
River.

The age-group church camps 
run from July 14 to Aug. 3, with 
Middler Camp on site from July 
14 to 17 simultaneous with Ju-
nior High Camp, which runs to 
July 19, followed by a weekend 
“My First Camp.” Junior Camp 
and Senior High Camp are July 

outdoor camp experience in a 
setting with trained oncology 
staff onsite. Camp Journey has a 
resident camp Aug. 4 to 10, day 
camps Aug. 5 to 8, and a family 
camp Sept. 14 to 15.

For information, call 208-773-
1655 or visit rosspoint.org.

Final preparations are un-
derway to open the doors to 
summer programs in June at the 
four United Methodist camps—
Twinlow in North Idaho, Lazy 
F outside Ellensburg, Indianola 
on the Kitsap Peninsula on Puget 
Sound, and Ocean Park Camp on 
the Long Beach Peninsula. 

“Enrollment continues to nor-
malize after the effects of COVID 
closures,” said Alan Rogstad, 
executive director of camping 
and retreat ministries for the 
Pacific Northwest Conference 
of the United Methodist Church 
(PNW-UMC). 

“The 2020 and 2021 seasons, 
when we canceled programming, 
created an interruption in the 
continuity of families sending 
their kids to camp. We are still 
seeing effects of that. It is also 
manifest in hiring the 50 sea-
sonal staff we need for our four 
camps,” he said. “As for many 
service industries, hiring enough 
staff is a challenge. Many camps 
underestimated the impact of the 
closures, but 2024 has been a 
return to our pre-2020 numbers.”

This year the popular pro-
grams include day camps, family 
camps and specialty programs, 
which have filled quickly. 

“Traditional week-long over-
night camps are slower to fill, 
but doing well, which is a good 
trend,” Alan reported. 

“Nationwide, camps report a 
shift,” he said. “Families seem 
to want more flexibility in pro-
grams for their kids. Week-long 
or longer sleepover programs 

seem less popular than day 
camps, which have the option 
for parents to have their children 
opt-out for a day or two, then 
come back.”

In addition, he sees a trend for 
kids being enrolled in day camps 
for several weeks or more. 

Another trend is for specialty 
programs offering a specific 
experience, as well as family 
camps where families come to 
share the camp experience to-
gether.

The PNW-UMC 2024 theme 
is “Building Blocks of Faith.”

“The purpose is to give camp-
ers some context on why we 
believe what we believe,” Alan 
said. “Each day has a construc-
tion theme starting with the 
foundation and ending with an 
open house, because God’s love 
is meant for everyone. Along 
with a daily theme to do with 
construction is a Bible story. 
Campers have practical biblical 
stories to teach them the founda-
tions of our faith.”

21 to 26. Family Camp is July 
28 to Aug. 3.

Youth camps combine outdoor 
adventure with Christian growth, 
Christian education in the midst 
of God’s creation.

Ross Point also offers fall and 
spring youth retreats for sixth 

to 12th graders plus couples, 
singles, men, women, family 
weekends and church retreats, 
along with renting its facilities 
to community groups.

Camp Journey, which is for 
children and families experi-
encing cancer provides a fun 

“The whole Bible has lessons 
for us,” Alan said. “Teaching 
campers how to see God’s love 
throughout the Bible is another 
key to this curriculum.”

For information, call 206-
870-6807 or visit pnwumc.org/
ministries/camping.

Project Inspiration 
Earthworks Recycling

Junxtore
  

723 N. Napa St.
Mon-Fri 10:00-2:30

COME FIND 
YOUR TREASURE

Thousands of items for your projects
535-3020

Youth enjoy music in a boat on Spirit Lake at Twinlow.
Photo courtesy of Alan Rogstad

Children join in a team building activity at Ross Point.

Ross Point engages, encourages and equips campers

Enrollment normalizes at UMC camps
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   Safety is in Your Hands.
        Every Dig. Every Time.

nwmediationcenter.com
info@nwmediationcenter.com

509-456-0103

Book a mediation today!

Have a Conflict?
We can help you work it out.

Mediation is for
everyone. We can
mediate many types
of disputes.

Divorce
Parenting
Neighbor
Tenant-Landlord
Business
and many more 

Personal or legal problems?  DUI?
In need of alcohol and drug treatment?

SPARC has highly trained qualified staff to assist you.  
For more information and to schedule an appointment, call:

624-5228
or visit us at 1508 W. 6th Ave.

8 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. - Monday through Friday
Confidential, discreet services.  Public funding available 

8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. - Monday through Friday

Camps and Retreat Centers

Ron Molina, Camp Gifford’s 
business manager and camp 
director since June 2023, is an 
ordained Church of the Nazarene 
elder who supports the camp’s 
mission of bringing low-income 
and struggling children and 
youth for a week of camp where 
they can experience God’s love 
and the Gospel message.

Thirty-four years ago, he 
moved from Southern California 
to the Inland Northwest to be 
manager of Pinelow Park Camp, 
operated by the Church of the 
Nazarene. He worked there 18 
years, then 11 years as men’s 
chaplain with Union Gospel 
Mission and several years in the 
auto industry.

Brian Pickering, communica-
tion specialist at The Salvation 
Army Spokane, said that William 
Booth, who founded The Salva-
tion Army in England in 1865, 
advocated for justice for those 
who are neglected, abused, poor 
and oppressed. 

“We agree on ministering 
to children and youth through 
creating a safe and sacred space 
at camp, giving them refuge, 
shelter and respite where they 
can come to a saving knowledge 
of Christ,” said Ron.

Brian said The Salvation Army 
recruits children ages seven to 
17 from its programs—Sally’s 
House and Stepping Stones—and 
impoverished communities to 
come to camp with scholarships 
that cover on a sliding scale much 
of the $400 cost for a week.

For the last four years, The 
Spokesman-Review has helped 
raise funds through “Send a Kid 

to Camp.” Funds also come to 
The Salvation Army all year 
from donors.

The goal is to support 700 to 
1,000 kids for six weeks of camp 
from June 24 to Aug. 2.

Brian said that before COVID, 
1,000 kids often came to camps.

“We are rebuilding the num-
bers, aware parents are slowly 
sending kids back to camps,” 
he said, noting that other camps 
are experiencing the same post-
COVID dynamics.

Ron said that Camp Gifford 
has Discovery Camp sessions 
each week for children ages 
seven to 12 to spend time swim-
ming, being in nature, doing arts 
and having community time.

Each week there is also a 
Wilderness Camp for 24 youth 
ages 13 to 17 who stay in a re-
mote area of the camp in rustic 
shelters with no running water. 
They learn survival skills, do 

team building, hike, swim and 
worship in an outdoor chapel. 
Each week, there is space for 12 
girls and 12 boys.

Ron, who is responsible for the 
program development, said there 
are openings for some of the 50 
staff roles as program directors 
and counselors. Staff orientation 
is June 17.

Camp Gifford is open year-
round for school groups, church 
retreats, business groups, out-
door education and more. Those 
groups renting the camp help 
support it.

Memorial Weekend, 260 of the 
camp’s 294 beds were filled with 
members of Pilgrim Slavic Bap-
tist Church coming for a retreat.

Brian noted that at 102 years 
old, Camp Gifford is the oldest 
Salvation Army camp in one 
location in the U.S.

For information, call 223-2511 
or visit campgifford.com.

Host Homes, Housing, 
Employment,

www.mhaspeakoutspeakup.org 
418 E Pacific Ste #102

Spokane,WA 99202
(509) 385-5286

Andy Sonneland, executive 
director of Camp Spalding for 
34 years, reported that more 
campers were registered for this 
summer than ever before. Within 
the first 24 hours of camp reg-
istration opening on March 11, 
850 registered.

“We have sold out camps and 
waiting lists without advertis-
ing,” he said.

As a result, Camp Spalding 
on Davis Lake near Newport is 
expanding its facilities to accom-
modate more campers. Last year 
they covered and screened a din-
ing deck to seat 50 more people, 
adding to the existing seating of 
250 in the dining hall.

“We are working on our water-
front area to expand usable space 
with 5,000 square feet of tiered 
patios, restrooms, a snack bar 
and new boat house,” Andy said.

In addition, Camp Spalding 
is planning to raise money from 
donors and camper families to 
build two more cabins next year.

“The Gospel is still good 
news, and it’s what we continue 

to share,” he said. “We continue 
to pursue the mission of this 
camp established long before 
I came.

“Young people still want to 
know and follow Jesus,” Andy 
continued. “Yes, camp is a blast. 
It’s a super fun week, but kids 
come back because they experi-
ence the presence of Christ and 
community with others who 
follow Jesus.

“It’s not the facilities or toys, 

but it’s coming to know Jesus 
more deeply and follow him 
more closely,” he affirmed.

Brief messages shared at 
campfires and follow-up cabin 
discussions look at life’s ques-
tions and “how the words and 
life of Jesus are relevant to the 
campers’ world.”

Andy said 83 percent of camp-
ers last summer came from other 
than the historical constituency 
of the camp, the Presbytery of 

the Inland Northwest. Twenty 
years ago, most came from Pres-
byterian churches in the region.

Most are from communities in 
the Inland Northwest.

Camp Spalding offers two 
sessions for every age group. 
There are half-week sessions for 
second- to fourth-graders, and 
full-week sessions for grades 
five and six, seven and eight, and 

nine to 12. Other camps include 
a leadership camp and a family 
camp.

“We have nine weeks of pro-
gram camps for children, youth 
and families led by summer staff 
of 40 college and post-college 
individuals who serve as role 
models and mentors.

For information, call 731-
4244 or visit campspalding.org.

Emmanuel Family Life Center
“People Matter and We Care”

***We Rent Space***
Office Spaces/Meeting Rooms 

Gymnasium Usage
Weddings/Parties/Receptions 

631 S. Richard Allen Ct., Spokane, WA 99202 
Call (509) 443-4884 for additional information 

Email: pbenjamin.eflc@gmail.com

Emmanuel Family Life Center
“People Matter and We Care”

***Space Available***
Office Spaces/Meeting Rooms

Gymnasium Usage/Special Events
(In South Perry Neighborhood) 
631 S. Richard Allen Ct., Spokane, WA 99202 

Call (509) 443-4884 for additional information 
Email: pbenjamin.eflc@gmail.com

Camp Spalding fills camps, plans to expand its facilities for more

Screened dining deck seats 50 more people. Photo courtesy of the camp

Camp Gifford invites low-income kids

Girls await a water adventure. Photo courtesy of the camp
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Join 
us 

Sundays 
at 9:15 & 11 a.m.

or watch our live stream
www.uuspokane.org
We are an LGBTQ welcoming 
liberal religious congregation
All are welcome

YOUTH 18 &
UNDER RIDE

FREE ON STA!

YOUTH 18 &
UNDER RIDE

FREE ON STA!

S C A N ME

spokanetransit.com/youthspokanetransit.com/youth

WishingTreeBookstore.com
So. Perry

Books 
Gifts 

Storytimes
Events

1410 E. 11th Ave.  Spokane, WA

By Marijke Fakasiieiki
Grant Elementary School 

Drummers and Dancers cel-
ebrate their 50th anniversary of 
commitment to cross-cultural 
understanding and creativity 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m., Friday, 
June 7 at the school, 1300 E. 
Ninth Ave.

“It’s an important part of the 
East Central neighborhood, 
which has been and still is one 
of the most diverse in Spokane, 
with more and more recent 
students coming from around 
the world as refugees and im-
migrants,” said Kevin Cope, who 
has been Grant’s music teacher 
and leader of the Drummers and 
Dancers program since 1999.

In a video released in May, 
the founder, Margot Dries, who 
started the program in 1974, said 
she wanted children in Grant 
Elementary School to gain cul-
tural experience, have a sense 
of belonging and set lofty goals.

For 25 years, Kevin, who 
was recruited to teach at Grant 
Elementary School from Glov-
er Middle School because of 
his drumming experience, has 
trained several generations of 
students to work hard, set goals, 
practice weekly and perform 
authentic African dances com-
fortably in front of audiences.

At first Drummers and Danc-
ers was for fourth to sixth grade 
students. Now third graders can 
join. 

The program has grown over 
the years, using more African in-
struments and importing African 
fabric for dresses for girls and 
dashikis for boys. 

Performances take the group 
to the Fall Folk Festival, the 
Martin Luther King Jr. March, 
the Junior Lilac Parade and four 
to five school cultural events a 
year. They will perform for the 
50th anniversary of Expo ’74.

The group, which includes 48 
this year, performs a diverse set 
of dances from cultures through-
out Africa. They are accom-
panied by Kevin and students 
drumming—not a recording. 

At performances, former stu-
dents join the last dance, “Vanati 
Go.”

The kids meet after school 
weekly to learn and practice 
dances. 

“I make rehearsals positive. I 
have students stretch and work 
hard, and I tell them, ‘Well 
done!’ It’s a thrill to see the 
kids responding to applause and 
see their faces beam when high 
schoolers from Lewis & Clark 
cheer for them,” Kevin said.

While the group once learned 
from the leaders only, now they 
also watch videos of African 
dancers online. They are able 
to mimic them and use more 
authentic gestures and move-
ments. 

“We’ve added more energetic 
dances. Videos help with African 
dance warmups and help the kids 
understand what they should 

look and feel like, so they are 
now less stiff. They shake their 
bodies, lift their chests and move 
as African dancers,” said Kevin.

With Internet, they have also 
been able to share. Seven years 
ago, with the help of the Spokane 
Symphony, they did a live con-
ference call with Kamehameha 
School in Honolulu, and shared 
dances with each other.

They’ve also made the dances 
and program more interactive, 
inviting audience participation, 
teaching words of songs, chil-
dren’s games and stories about 
African culture, and explaining 
what the dances mean and what 
culture they come from.

Kevin believes education is 
important because there is much 
ignorance in the community 
and America in general about 
African culture. Many learn 
misinformation from movies. 

“It is easier for us to be kind 
to people if we understand where 
they are coming from,” said 
Kevin.

“For Africans, family is im-
portant, and children are impor-
tant. In many African cultures, 
taking care of children is the 
responsibility not just of parents, 
but also the whole community,” 
he said.

“Drummers and Dancers has 
taught many kids responsibil-
ity. Many, whose home lives 
were tough, come back and say 
that Drummers and Dancers 
provided stability, family and 
friends. Kids would hang out as 
a group, helping each other stay 
out of trouble,” he said.

In his second or third year at 
Grant, Kevin had a flat tire on 

his way to school and missed 
the 7:30 a.m. practice. He had 
no way to contact the principal. 
The custodian had let the kids 
in. After Kevin arrived at 9:30 
a.m., he learned that the sixth 
graders ran the rehearsal, and 
the principal had watched them.

As adults, former students 
have let leaders know the goals 
instilled have been crucial in 
their success. 

One former student said it 
inspired her to study at Gonzaga 
University. 

Because it is an important 
program for Grant Elemen-
tary School, Kevin always has 
to teach new principals about 
Drummers and Dancers.

He especially has to do that 
when there are budget cuts, 
and school administrators are 
tempted to cancel all afterschool 
activities. 

Several years ago, when it 
seemed that was going to hap-
pen, TEAM Grant, the Parent 
Teacher group, funded the pro-
gram so it would keep going. 
They have bought drums, pro-
vided support for participating 
in parades and volunteer as 
chaperones.

“It makes a difference to keep 
the program,” Kevin said.

The pandemic also had an 
impact. The group was not able 
to practice together for almost 
two years, so when they came 
back together, only two students 
had performed in public. 

“We basically started over 
from zero by using videos of 
prior years,” said Kevin. 

Joelene Garland, assistant 
director, and Kevin, taught the 

kids, but the kids also taught 
each other, showing how the 
dance movements should look.

“I believe in giving everyone 

a chance, no matter what their 
background is or where they 
come from,” Kevin said, “the 
kids just need someone to show 
them we are brothers and sisters. 

“With events in recent years, 
we need to celebrate our differ-
ences,” he said.

Kevin now also teaches mu-
sic in some other schools, but he 
knows that at Grant Elementary 
he’s making a difference and 
having an impact on the kids’ 
lives, giving them something to 
work for.

This reporter, her two siblings 
and her three children were 
among others who have par-
ticipated for two generations of 
Drummers and Dancers from the 
1990s to 2019.

For information, call 354-
2800, email grantdrummers-
dancers@gmail.com or see face-
book.com/GrantDrummers-
Dancers.

Grant Drummers and Dancers gather in Riverfront Park after Junior Lilac Parade.  
Photo courtesy of Grant School

Drummers and Dancers build legacy of cross-cultural understanding

We are currently needing donations for our culturally 
appropriate food bank, where we aim to provide essential
nutrition to families and individuals facing food insecurity.
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Thrive International in Spo-
kane launched a housing part-
nership with the Spokane Public 
Library in Northeast Spokane to 
provide 48 affordable one- and 
two-bedroom apartments for 
refugees and to respond to the 
local housing crisis.

On May 15, Thrive and the 
library announced plans to de-
velop affordable housing and a 
shared library facility on 1.62 
acres at 6980 N. Nevada St. in 
Northeast Spokane.

The library plans programs 
to engage the community and 
provide services for residents.

“The partnership is a unique 
way to welcome refugees while 
addressing our affordable hous-
ing crisis,” said Lidia Pauline, 

director of housing at Thrive. 
“We seek to broaden our mission 
of empowering refugees to move 
from surviving to thriving while 
also contributing a community 
asset to enhance the lives of resi-
dents in Northeast Spokane.”

Elected officials, project in-
vestors, community members 
and representatives of partner 
organizations attended an event.

“Innovative collaboration, 
like that between Thrive and the 
library, is what will help solve 
our affordable housing crisis,” 
said Mayor Lisa Brown. 

While other cities have collab-
orative public-private projects, 
this is unique because it houses 
refugees. The project is being 
developed by Millennium North-

west, with investment support by 
Courage Housing.

In Spokane, Thrive partners 
with World Relief, which reset-
tles about 700 refugees, and the 
International Rescue Committee, 
which opened a new office in 
Spokane to resettle an additional 
250 refugees, said Mark Finney, 
executive director of Thrive.

Ukrainians are nearly 90 
percent of the residents at the 
Thrive Center on E. 4th Ave., 
along with Hispanic, Afghans, 
Arabic speakers and some from 
Haiti. Creole Resources started 
recently to work with Haitians.

Mark reported that five to 10 
families move in and out each 
month as staff help them find 
jobs and apartments.

Thrive, which was founded in 
Spokane in 2022, serves several 
thousand refugees and immi-
grants annually with housing, 
education and empowerment 
programs. 

In addition, the center offers 
women’s and youth programs.

For two years, Pingala Dhital 
has worked primarily with Af-
ghan refugee women to make 
jewelry to learn job skills.  Sajda 
Nelson meets with women for 
tea and offers driving classes.

Mark said the youth program 
soccer camp the end of June for 
200 to 300 youth needs coaches. 
Youth activities include weekly 
youth sports with the YMCA and 
monthly outings to lakes, snow-
shoeing and hiking to learn about 

outdoor recreation opportunities.
There are also music, art and 

dance programs for youth.
“We seek to build community, 

because refugee and immigrant 
children and youth need friends 
who have experienced what they 
have experienced,” Mark said.

He is excited that the partner-
ship with the library for housing 
includes a community center 
with a 1,500-square-foot room.

Mark said Thrive is the largest 
provider of supportive housing 
for refugees and migrants in 
Washington, with 200 residents in 
Thrive Center Spokane and 350 
at the DoubleTree Hotel SeaTac.

For information, email nara@
thriveinternational.org or visit 
thriveint.org.

Thrive and library collaborate on housing and community services
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Come join us.
People living out their 
faith of inclusiveness 
and justice together.
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

806 W. Knox (temporarily)

509-534-0066
Whether you are a Believer, 
a Seeker, or a Doubter . . .
You are Welcome Here.

Help us make Spokane County safer. 
Scan the QR code and take 5 minutes 

to help us End The Violence. 

By Catherine Ferguson SNJM
Some people have a day in 

their lives that changes every-
thing—their view of life and 
what is important, their under-
standing of their life’s work and 
their daily activities.

For Debbie Novak, a part-
time real estate broker, wife 
and mother of four and a grand-
mother of 10, who lives near 
Nine Mile Falls, that day was 
Jan. 7, 2019, when her unarmed 
35-year-old son, David, was shot 
by a police officer. 

To this day, hanging from 
the second story of her home 
is a banner saying, “Justice for 
David.”

The story of that night is 
similar to the stories of others 
who have been shot and killed 
because of police action. It oc-
curred in a poor neighborhood. 
There was also alcohol involved. 
There was the suspected pres-
ence of a gun.

It was about 10:30 p.m. David 
and a neighbor he didn’t know 
well were drinking and had an 
argument. David got a baseball 
bat and was hitting his beat-up 
truck making loud noises that 
some reports claimed sounded 
like gunshots. The neighbor 
called the police and said David 
had a gun.

Several officers responded to 
what they mistakenly thought 
was “an active shooter” call. 
At a press conference later, the 
county prosecutor said the first 
officer heard what sounded 
to him like the blast of a loud 
shotgun.

When the officer arrived, he 
said he heard what sounded like 
three gunshots. Debbie said these 
sounds did not show up on his 
body cam footage, and neighbors 
interviewed later said they did 
not hear gunshots other than the 
officer’s shot.

He told David to drop the gun. 
David dropped the bat and turned 
to go into his house. From 78 
feet away, after being there less 
than eight seconds in the dark, 
the officer shot him in the back. 
David fell through the front door 
of his house and died.

In the investigation weeks 
later, the police said they thought 
there might be hostages or more 
people in the house.

What changed that day for 
Debbie was the loss of her son, 
and, perhaps as important as 
time went on, she had a growing 
sense that God was calling her to 
make a difference saving lives of 
others by researching how such 
tragedies happen, then working 
to make a change in police pro-
cedures and policies.

“I don’t know how someone 
without faith and something to 

fall back on can face something 
like this. My family and my 
church have been so supportive. 
I feel God has put me here to 
do this work. The Bible quote 
‘I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith’ inspires me.” 
Debbie said. 

At first, she felt anger and 
frustration trying to find out what 
actually happened. 

In August, seven months later, 
the county prosecutor held a 
press conference to deliver his 
findings and announce that the 
officer would not be charged 
with any crime. The prosecutor 
did not notify her family of the 
press conference. Devastated, 
the Novak family filed a civil 
lawsuit, which eventually was 
settled for $4 million.

At a press conference an-
nouncing the lawsuit, Debbie 
said, “The Spokane Investigative 
Regional Response Team had 
not released its findings to the 
family, nor had the prosecutor 
returned our phone calls, despite 
requests to be informed of find-
ings prior to his press confer-
ence. One of the most difficult 
things was the lack of trans-
parency of the Spokane Police 
Department. We couldn’t see the 
complete records, the body cam 
pictures or even the names of the 
other officers present.”

Through efforts since then, 
Debbie has hoped to see more 
changes in statewide policies 
to reduce police violence and 
increase police accountability. 

Recently, however, she was 
appalled to read the report from 
the “Mapping Police Violence” 
Official Police Violence Da-
tabase with data from 2013 
to 2024. It ranks the Spokane 
Police Department as number 2 
out of the 100 largest cities in the 
U.S. for average police killings.

This report indicates that the 
average number of police kill-
ings per million in those years 
was 10.0 in Spokane. Seattle, 
the only other Washington city 

listed, had an average rate of 3.9.
Although David was white, 

the database indicates that in 
Washington State, Native Ameri-
cans and Blacks are each four 
times more likely to be killed by 
police than are whites.

Working through the Wash-
ington Coalition for Police Ac-
countability (WCPA) for several 
years, Debbie has advocated for 
statewide policies to reduce po-
lice violence and increase police 
accountability. 

The coalition, formed in June 
2020, grew out of advocacy for 
Initiative 940, approved in No-
vember 2018. It changed laws 
related to police behavior. It 
changed the standard for justifi-
able use of force, put training 
standards for de-escalation into 
state law, required first aid to be 
rendered at the scene, required 
that criminal investigations of 
police use of force be separate 
from the involved agency, and 
mandated that implementing 
these policies include the im-
pacted community. 

The coalition provides Debbie 
with a place to work with other 
advocates and with families of 
others killed by police to make 
changes needed to save the 
lives of people at risk of police 
violence.

Her research into changes in 
policies related to policing fol-
lows the work of the Washington 
State Criminal Justice Training 
Commission.

“Two of the main issues in 
police accountability are train-
ing for de-escalation and lead-
ership,” she explained. “There 
is no single training class on 
de-escalation. There are classes 
on different aspects of de-escala-
tion, like crisis intervention and 
shoot-don’t shoot situations but 
no class brings all the elements 
together.”

Debbie believes that, if the 
officer involved had been better 
trained in de-escalation, her son 
would not have been shot and 
killed in the few seconds after 

the officer arrived.
“If police would use tools they 

have on hand, which taxpayer 
money has purchased—tas-
ers, rubber bullets and pepper 
spray—lives would be saved,” 
she said.

Debbie highlighted some 
legislation she believes helps 
decrease police violence in 
Washington, legislation the 
WCPA promoted.

In 2021, Senate Bill 5051 add-
ed more civilians to the Criminal 
Justice Training Commission 
and gave them more oversight 
for use-of-force incidents.

In 2021, House Bill 1054 
limited police to engaging in a 
high-speed pursuit only if there 
is “probable cause” to arrest a 
person in a vehicle for commit-
ting a specific violent crime such 
as murder, kidnapping, drive-by 
shooting or rape. 

“This restriction helped de-
crease death and injury caused 
by chases,” Debbie said. “In 
2023, this law was weakened to 
allow chases if there was ‘rea-
sonable suspicion.’”

In 2024, Governor Jay Inslee 
signed into law a bill prohibiting 
hog-tying, a practice that can 
cause death by suffocation.

Debbie pointed out that for the 
third year in a row the legislature 
failed to pass legislation to estab-
lish an independent prosecutor 

at the state level when police 
violence occurs.

Now, when a death follows 
a confrontation with a police 
officer, it prompts an investiga-
tion by the county prosecuting 
attorney and that prosecutor 
determines if charges are war-
ranted.

“There is a conflict of inter-
est,” Debbie said. “The local 
prosecutor usually works closely 
with and has a relationship with 
police officers. We want an inde-
pendent state prosecutor.”

A state prosecutor would share 
authority with county prosecut-
ing attorneys to charge police 
officers with misuse of deadly 
force. If both offices seek juris-
diction in a case, the bill calls 
for instructing the courts to 
determine “whose prosecution 
will best promote the interests 
of justice.” 

“We will bring this bill back 
next year. It failed by only three 
votes in 2024,” she said.

Meanwhile, Debbie and other 
advocates for police accountabil-
ity continue to raise conscious-
ness in the local community. 

They are holding a march 
from noon to 1:30 p.m., Friday, 
June 7, at the Spokane County 
Courthouse to call for police 
accountability.

For information, email debno-
vakcreel@gmail.com.

Son being shot involves mother in efforts for police accountability

Debbie Novak’s life changed the day police shot her son.
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Columnist discovers South African effort to challenge corruption

On May 2, the Spokane Alliance 
gathered more than 200 people from 
churches, unions and nonprofits to expand 
affordable housing in Spokane. After five 
years of listening and research on the need 
for a path to build more housing, a bill  
passed the State Legislature, establishing 
one-tenth of a cent sales tax to build af-
fordable housing, with an option for cities 
and other locales to adopt it as their own. 

Recently the Spokane Alliance had 
asked the City of Spokane to use this tax, 
which had accumulated $11.5 million in 
two years. Previously the funds were used 
to fill budget gaps. 

On May 2, Mayor Lisa Brown and City 
Council pledged to the Spokane Alliance 
Housing Equity Action Research Team 
(HEART) to use the HB-1590 funds for 
the original purpose—building housing—
and invite proposals during May. She also 
renamed the fund HEART. 

Cathy Gunderson 
Spokane Alliance

On May 16, I received a phone call 
about destruction of the Pride crosswalk 
mural in Spokane and a request that I 
participate in a press conference the next 
day. I was happy to do this. At the press 
conference, I said that, as a follower of 
Jesus, I know that love wins, and evil will 
always try to oppose love. So we must 
stand together in love against acts of hate 
and violence. I said the Episcopal Diocese 
of Spokane would match donations to 
repaint the mural and wrote a check.

When acts of violence and destruction 
are targeted toward any community, we 
call it hate. When hate shows up, love must 
show up over and over and over again. 
When the Church shows up in concrete acts 
of love, we offer Jesus to a hurting world. 

I was struck by how many people were 
pleased and surprised by my offering this 
concrete act of love and matching dona-
tions. The Church does not always show 
up with concrete acts of love. At times, 
parts of the wider Church participate in 
discrimination. Our Episcopal Church has 
not always been a place of inclusion. I am 
glad we now are and can be a place where 
every person can find a place to belong 
and find love.

One surprising, delightful outcome is 
recognition by Spokane Pride: The Epis-
copal Diocese of Spokane will be Grand 
Marshall for the Pride parade on June 8. 

I am proud to represent our diocese and 
invite those who desire to join the parade 
to do so as part of our diocesan contingent. 
I am delighted that many congregations 
participate in local Pride events.

To respect the dignity of every human 
being is one of our baptismal vows. To 
seek and serve Christ in all persons is 
another. When we show up in concrete 
acts of love, we are living our baptism. 
Let us all commit to living our baptism 
in concrete acts of love.

Bishop Gretchen Rehberg
Episcopal Diocese of Spokane

Upper River United Tribes connects 
with Fig Tree editor Mary 
Stamp because she knows 
how to spread the word. 
It’s a huge asset. Stories 
are important to our com-
munity, because the river 
is about us, not us vs. 

them. It’s about anyone who recreates or 
uses the resources of the river. It’s up to us 
to correct the historic wrongs and provide 
opportunities that were taken from our 
generation and future generations.

The Fig Tree tells stories that connect 
communities and tell of commonalities 
people share. It invites people to work 
together in looking for answers.

DR Michel
Upper Columbia United Tribes

As a student intern, I have written 
and edited for The Fig 
Tree to expand my skills 
and grow as a writer and 
journalist. I hope to do 
religion reporting after I 
graduate from Whitworth 
University with a degree 

in communications and peace studies. 
I appreciate The Fig Tree’s approach. 

They don’t just point out problems or 
conflict that is happening in Spokane and 
the larger community but also focus on 
the idea of peace or solutions journalism. 
This journalism offers some solutions. It 
helps the reader understand a full picture. 

Emma Maple
Whitworth editorial intern 

I recently wrote a book called, What 
Faith is Not. After read-
ing some recent issues of 
The Fig Tree, I decided I 
need to have a chapter on 
“What Faith Is.”

Mitch Finley-Author

In my ministry with couples and 
families, it’s easy to feel I’m in the woods 

acting alone. It’s good to 
know many people are 
doing similar work. The 
Fig Tree gives me a way 
to virtually visit many 
churches and nonprof-
its to find information I 

would otherwise not know.
When there’s a story about somebody 

I know, I learn more than I knew before 
about who that person is and what they 
do. It helps me know that what I am doing 
in faith makes a difference and is part of 
a larger picture.

Kathy Finley - Spiritual director. 
counselor and author

I can’t take care of all the problems 
in the world, but I can 
do something. The Fig 
Tree shows us that God 
has many people doing 
what needs to be done in 
this world to give people 
hope. It helps us see how 

many people are trying to bring shalom 
to the whole community. I’m not the only 
one. It gives me hope to know that people 
are trying to take care of the injustices and 
things bringing strife to people’s lives. 
We’re called to be God’s servants. There’s 
plenty of work to do and plenty of ways 
to get involved.

Marilynne Mueller - Shalom United 
Church of Christ/Mennonite

The Fig Tree does a remarkable job 
of communication—be-
ing a bridge—with in-
spirational stories. It has 
been a gift to the religious 
communities here in the 
Inland Northwest as it 
serves the people and fos-
ters a sense of community 

that builds humanity. The Fig Tree pro-
duces fruit. It has touched many people 
and religious communities.

Bishop Emeritus William Skylstad
Catholic Diocese of Spokane

In columnist Cameron Conner’s final 
month in South Africa, he worked with 
Abahlali baseMjondolo—Zulu for shack-
dwellers—“one of the most impressive 
networks I have spent time with so far.”

South Africans celebrated Freedom 
Day and the anniversary of the end of 
apartheid on April 27, with a ceremony 
and public holiday, but 30 years after the 
election of Nelson Mandela as president, 
millions of black South Africans are still 
waiting and fighting for freedom.

For families who still live in shack 
settlements without running water, 
electricity and access to sanitation, this 
celebration was bitter.

Many feel let down and physically 
threatened by Mandela’s party, the Af-
rican National Congress (ANC), which 
has been in power since 1994 yet failed 
to deliver on commitments for safe, fair 
housing.

These communities were mobilizing 
to unseat the ANC at the parliamentary 
election on May 29. Political analysts 
expected the party to lose its majority.

On April 21, more than 10,000 shack 
dwellers poured into a sports ground in 
Durban, South Africa’s third largest city, 
to launch this campaign with a day-long 
UnFreedom Day event. The assembly 
was organized by the social movement 
Abahlali baseMjondolo—”shack dwell-
ers” in isiZulu. 

Challenging the powerful in South 
Africa is dangerous. Twenty-five Abahlali 
local leaders have been killed fighting 
since 2013. Now its national leaders are 
in hiding after death threats allegedly 
from the ANC.

“Thirty years of freedom, but we still do 

not know what freedom is!” S’bu Zikode, 
the Abahlali president, told the crowd to 
cheers. “The rich have become richer, 
and the poor have become poorer. Far 
more people live in shacks than in 1994. 
We remain landless and without work. 
Millions are without even the most basic 
services, such as water, sanitation and 
refuse removal. Millions are hungry, and 
we continue to live in terrible violence.”

The sea of shack-dwellers, dressed 
in Abahlali’s colors, red, black and gold, 
were seated in rows inside a vast white 
tent. Many travelled thousands of kilo-
meters from rural areas and urban shack 
settlements across South Africa to express 
solidarity.

Leon Bennett, 35, a construction la-
borer who came with a delegation from 
his settlement on the outskirts of Durban, 
put it bluntly: “We wake up every morn-
ing in our shacks thinking about what to 
put together in order to survive. Survival 
is not freedom.”

Today such settlements are home to 
about 2 million households, according 
to 2023 data from the National Depart-
ment of Human Settlements, even though 
shack-dwellers were granted the right to 
proper homes in the 1994 ANC constitu-
tion. Many are the legacy of apartheid-era 
townships where non-whites were forced 
to live under strict racial segregation.

Abahlali baseMjondolo was formed in 
2005 in response to the ANC’s apathy or 
hostility to these communities. The spark 
was ignited when land promised by a lo-
cal councilor to people in the Kennedy 
Road shack settlement in North Durban 
was leased without warning to a private 
company.

Zikode, now president but then leader 

of Kennedy Road’s community develop-
ment committee, realized they needed 
to organize to hold elected officials to 
account. Uniting with five settlements, 
they voted to create Abahlali. Its goal: a 
unified front of shack dwellers opposing 
demolitions and forced removals, and 
negotiating for quality housing for their 
families.

Today the movement is one of the 
largest, most effective unions of shack 
dwellers in the world with 87 branches 
representing more than 120,000 dues-
paying members across four of South 
Africa’s nine provinces.

In the crowd on Unfreedom Day, three 
Zulu words printed in bold black letters 
adorned almost every red shirt: umhlaba 
(land), izindlu (housing) and isithunizi 
(dignity). They are Abahlali’s three tenets.

For individuals who feel unseen and 
powerless, Abahlali is a powerful vehicle 
for protecting the rights the ANC failed 
to uphold.

Bennett joined “because we were be-
ing evicted. The government tore down 
people’s homes. We were forced to re-
build with whatever we had left. When 
we joined this union, we saw our rights 
were taken into consideration. As soon 
as we joined, the municipality showed 
us a different mindset.” The frequency of 
demolitions and police raids in Bennett’s 
community dropped significantly.

Beyond its work with evictions and 
displacement, Abahlali has also pressured 
state officials to bring electricity to settle-
ments, create safe access to clean drinking 
water and sanitation, and improve access 
to schools, clinics and housing.

Its victories have come at a heavy 
cost—25 killings and leaders in hiding. 

“We fear for our lives,” said the general 
secretary, Thapelo Mohapi, who fled the 
region because of ANC death threats. 
“When you organize outside of the ANC 
in South Africa, you face brutal attacks 
and have to pay the highest price—bury-
ing our comrades.”

Addressing this on Unfreedom Day, 
Zikode said: “I am aware how serious 
allegations against the ANC are. They 
have been tested in courts.”

In 2016, two ANC councilors and their 
hitman were sentenced to life in prison 
for assassinating an Abahlali leader, Thuli 
Ndlovu, in 2014. 

The history of violence and the new 
threats led Abahlali to declare its most 
daring political strategy: to vote en masse 
against the ANC in May. “It is imperative 
that the ANC be given a strong message 
that repression will not be tolerated. It is 
preferable to remove them from power,” 
Zikode said.

After discussion across the country, 
Abahlali decided to vote for the leftwing 
Economic Freedom Fighters, South Af-
rica’s third largest party.

Zikode said this was a tactical decision. 
It was no use hoping the ANC would lis-
ten. “Voting for the ANC is like digging 
your own grave.”

With South Africa’s election, 30 years 
of democracy under ANC rule were being 
evaluated. With millions no closer to the 
dream of freedom than they were in April 
1994, many are left asking how and when 
would their rights be recognized?

Cameron Conner’s columns for The Fig 
Tree are from blogs he is writing during 
his Watkins Fellowship in Spain, the UK, 
South Africa and Mongolia. His blogs are 
at cameronnorbuconner.com/blog.

Editorial Reflections

Letters to the Editor Sounding Board Commentaries

Mayor pledges, bishop leads Pride Parade, speakers share value
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Calendar of Events C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 SCOTT M. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

WITH SPECIAL PROGRAMMING

STREAMING & MORE INFORMATION
AT SPOKANEPUBLICRADIO.ORG

SPOKANE PUBLIC RADIO JOINS IN THE

WEEKDAYS
ORIGINAL BROADCASTS FROM “THE VOICE 

OF EXPO,”TOM READ, AS SPR AIRS SHORT 

RADIO PROGRAMS DAILY ON KPBX 91.1

 6:44 AM
&

 4:44 PM

THURSDAYS
SPR’S STEVE JACKSON READS

EXCERPTS FROM “THE FAIR AND

THE FALLS” ON KPBX 91.1

AT
NOON

SUNDAYS
“ECHOES OF EXPO”

ON KSFC 91.9

AT
6:00 PM

1906 E. Mission Ave.
509-536-1084  -  www.4mission.org

Looking for a place to donate your gently used clothing? 
You are in luck, because we need clothing donations. 
All clothing is given out to individuals and families in 

Spokane for FREE. 

Donation Drop Off Hours
Monday 1:00-4:00pm

Wednesday 10:00am-1:00pm
Thursday 1:00pm-4:00pm

Please contact us if you would like to set up an alternative 
time to drop off donations!

Looking for a place to donate 
gently used clothing?  

We need clothing to give to individuals
and families in Spokane for FREE.

Donation Drop Off Hours
Mondays & Thursdays 1 to 4 pm

Wednesdays 10 am to 1 pm
Please contact us to set up an alternative time 

to drop off donations.

1906 E. Mission Ave.
509-536-1084 - www.4mission.org

Phone area code is (509) unless otherwise stated
June 2-Aug 25 Suns  • Spokane Community Against 

Racism (SCAR) Coffee, Saranac Commons, 
19 W. Main, 9 a.m., scarspokane.org

June 4-8  • Spokane Pride & Remembrance: History 
Exhibit, Pavilion, Riverfront, 574 N. Howard, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Sat 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., 625-6000

June 5 	 • Chair Yoga with Steve Peck, South Hill Library, 
3324 S. Perry St., 12 to 1 p.m., 444-5300

	 • Teen Summer Library Volunteer Info, South 
Hill Library, 3324 S. Perry, 5 p.m., 444-5300

June 5, 19, July 3, 17, Aug 7, 21 • Spokane Folklore 
Society Contra Dance, Woman’s Club of 
Spokane, 1428 W. 9th, 7:15 to 9:30 p.m., 838-
2160, myspokanefolklore@gmail.com

June 5-26 Weds • SCAR Meeting, Saranac Commons, 
19 W. Main, noon, scarspokane.org

June 6, 25  • Medicare 1:1 Counseling, Aging & Long 
Term Care, 316 W. Boone, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
625-4801;June 20 - Spokane Valley Library, 22 
N. Herald, 1 to 4 p.m., 625-4801

	 • Indian Cliff Nature Trail Tour, Coeur d’Alene 
Casino, 37914 S. Nukwalqw, Worley, 9:45 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., (208) 769-2464

June 6, Aug 1 • Lawyer in the Library, Idaho Volunteer 
Lawyer’s Program, Coeur d’Alene Library, 4 to 
6 p.m., cdalibrary.org/library-events/lawyer

June 7	 • Police Accountability March, Spokane 
County Courthouse, 1:30 p.m., 
debnovakcreel@gmail.com

	 • YMCA Healthy Kids Day, YMCA Spokane 
Valley, 2421 N. Discovery, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
777-9622

	 • Spring Market, NE Youth and Family Services, 
19 E. Queen, 3 to 8 p.m., 475-6793, neyfs.org

June 7, 8	• Church Rummage Sale, Opportunity 
Presbyterian, 202 N. Pines, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
924-9750

June 7-28 • Spokane Art School Faculty and Student 
Show, 503 E. Second, 5 to 8 p.m., and M-F 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., 325-1500

June 8	 • Manito Park Art Festival, 1800 S. Grand, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., 456-8038

	 • Spokane Pride Festival, Riverfront Park, 507 
N. Howard, 12 to 7 p.m., 625-6600

	 • Five Steps to Courageous Communication, 
Indian Trail Library, 4909 W. Barnes, 3 to 4:30 
p.m., 444-5300

	 • Swing Into Summer, Spokane Folklore 
Society Swing Dance, East Spokane Grange, 7 
to 10 p.m., 838-2160,

June 8, 15, 22 • Expo ’74: 50th Anniversary Community 
Stage & Vendor Village, Riverfront Park, 11 
a.m., 625-6600

June 9	 • Family Pride Celebration, Central Library, 906 
E. Main, 1 to 3 p.m., 444-5300

	 • Faith Action Network Spring Summit, Zoom, 
fanwa.org/spring-summits/

June 9, 16 • The Empire Strikes Palestine, Magic 
Lantern, 25 W. Main, 4 to 6 p.m., 209-2383

June 9, July 23, Aug 18 • Sharing the Dharma Day, 
Sravasti Abbey, Newport, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
sravastiabbey.org

June 10	• ABLE Account Workshops, Disability Action 
Center NW, Department of Labor, Post Falls 
10 a.m. to 12, 2 to 4 p.m., Hayden Library 6 to 
7:30 p.m., 208-457-3891, vicki@dacnw.org

June 10-Aug 26 Mons  • New Horizons Summer 
Jazz Orchestra, Salem Lutheran, 1428 W. 
Broadway, 6:30 to 8:30 to July 29, then 6 to 8 
p.m., 370-5807

June 11, July 9, Aug 13 • Peace and Justice Action 
Committee, Zoom, 5:30 p.m. ucarter@pjals.org

June 12	 • Micro Aggressions Workshop, with Kurtis 
Robinson, Revive, Learning Studio, Community 
Building, 25 W. Main, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 

	 • “The Story of Anne Frank: How Ordinary 
People Do Extraordinary Things,” Kootenai 
County Task Force on Human Relations, 
Summer Luncheon, Best Western Plus Coeur 
d’Alene Inn, 11:30 to 1:30 p.m., kctfhr.org

	 • Medicare Workshops with SHIBA, Coeur 
d’Alene Library, 3 p.m., cdalibrary.org/library-
events/medicare-work

	 • Mental Health Awareness Night, Northeast 
Community Center, 4001 N. Cook, 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m., 703-0836, lholokai@esd101.net

June 13 	 • Summer Senior Resource Fair, Fairwood 
Retirement Village, 312 W. Hastings, 8:30 a.m., 
467-2365, or sheila@fairwoodretirement.com

	 • Silent Day of Prayer, St. Anthony of Padua and 
other Popular Saints with Sr. Mary Eucharista, 
Immaculate Heart Retreat Center (IHRC), 6910 
S. Ben Burr, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., ihrc.net

	 • Repair Café Spokane, South Perry Farmer’s 
Market, 924 S. Perry, 3 to 7 p.m., 990-2924

	 • Tribal Fashion Show & Music Festival, Pavilion, 
Riverfront, 574 N. Howard, 5 p.m., 625-6000

	 • Juneteenth Kickoff, Martin Luther King Jr., 
Community Center, 500 S. Stone, 5:30 to 7 
p.m., 868-0856

June 13, July 11, Aug 8 • Reuse Workshop, Mobius 
Center, 331 N. Post, 10 a.m., 321-7137

	 • Free Immigration Clinic, Latinos en Spokane, 
1502 N. Monroe, 5 to 7 p.m., latinosenspokane.
org

	 • General Meeting, Spokane NAACP, Location 
TBA, 6 p.m., spokanenaacp@gmail.com

June 13, 27, July 11, 25, Aug 8, 22 • Showing Up 
for Racial Justice, PJALS, Zoom, 5:30 p.m., 
slichty@pjals.org

June 14-20 • Young Adults Explore Buddhism, Sravasti 
Abbey, 3 p.m., 447-5549

June 15	• CDA4Pride Tie-Dye Party, Human Rights 
Education Institute, 414 W. Fort Grounds, CdA, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., (208) 292-2359

	 • World Refugee Day, Garry Middle School, 725 
E. Joseph, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 354-5200

 	 • Juneteenth Celebration, MLK Center, 500 S. 
Stone, 11 to 3 p.m., mlkcenter.org

	 • Philippines Independence Day, Riverfront 
Park, 1 to 7 p.m., 590-6613

	 • Selkirk Conservation Alliance Film Festival, 
The Inn at Priest Lake, 5310 Dickensheet, 
Coolin, 3 to 5 p.m., (208) 448-1110

 	 • Freedom Fair, fundraiser for The Jonah 
Project, Life Center, 1202 N. Government, 3 to 
6 p.m., (425) 315-6373

June 16	• Dad’s Day Dash, SNAP, Riverfront Park, 9 to 
11 p.m., 625-6600

	 • “Why is the Farm Bill Important to Us? 
With Faith Action Network and ELCA Region 1 
Synods, Zoom, 6 p.m., bit.ly/WhyFarmBill

June 18 • Summer Parkways, Manito Park, 1800 S. 
Grand, 6 to 9 p.m., 456-8038

June 19 • Juneteenth Read-In with Black Authors, 
Coeur d’Alene Public Library, 12 to 2 p.m. 

June 21 • Pediatric Lead Exposure Diagnosis, 
Management & Prevention Conference, 
Silver Valley Community Resource 
Center, 12 to 1:30 p.m., (208) 784-8891, 
svcommunityresourcecenter@gmail.com

June 21-23 • Bonners Ferry Pride, The Pearl Theater, 
7160 Ash, (208) 267-7327

June 22	• Getting Dirty Silent Auction. Newby-Ginnings 
of North Idaho, Cruisers, 6105 W. Seltice, Post 
Falls, 3 to 7 p.m., (208) 610-3341

June 23	• Celebration of Our Sister Cities: Building 
Bridges Around the World, Riverfront Park, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., 625-6600

June 24 • Hillyard Farmer’s Market Kick Off Streetfair
June 24-Aug 23 • MLK Teen Leadership Program, 500 

S. Stone, M-Th 8:30 to 3:30, F 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., 868-0856, stonerecep@mlkspokane.org

June 28-29 • 24-Hour Retreat: Finding God in All Things, 
IHRC, 4:30 to 4:30 p.m., ihrc.net

June 29	• Pride in Perry, South Perry Business District, 
12 to 5 p.m., 

 To June 24 Mons • Choosing Harmony with Sravasti 
Abbey, Create Arts Center, 900 Fourth, 
Newport, 6:30 to 8 p.m., 447-5549

June 29-30 • Spokane Herbal Faire, West Central 
Episcopal Mission, 1832 W. Dean, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., 326-6741

June 29, July 27, Aug 31 • El Mercadito, A.M. Cannon 
Park, 1920 W. Maxwell, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
latinosenspokane.org

To June 30 Wed-Sun • Between Borders: Folklife thru 
the Coeur d’Alenes, Art Spirit Gallery, 415 
Sherman, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., (208) 765-6006

To July 4 • Avista Water Power Walking Tour, 
Riverfront Park, 625-6600

	 • Expo ’74 Historic Timeline Outdoor Exhibit, 
Pavilion at Riverfront

July 6	 • Rapture, Reality & the Joyful Heart: 
Meditation Retreat with Ajahn Nisabho, 
Harmony Woods Retreat Center, 11507 S. 
Keeney, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., harmonywoods.org

To July 7 • Echoes of Expo, Riverfront Park, 625-6600
July 13-14 • Sandpoint Pride, sandpointpride.org
July 14, Aug 11 • Women’s Hearthtenders, Harmony 

Woods Retreat, 5 to 8 p.m., harmonywoods.org
July 18	 • Day of Prayer with Fr. Patrick Baraza, IHRC, 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m., ihrc.net
July 21 	• Manzanita House Garden Party, Barn and 

Blossom, 4010 E. Jamieson, 5 to 7 p.m., 
mhspokane.org

July 23 	• Working with 2SLGBTQIA+ Communities with 
Spectrum Center, Community Building, 25 W. 
Main, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Jul 23-30 • 8-Day Ignatian Retreat, Fr. JK Adams, S.J., 
IHRC, 4:30 p.m. to 1 p.m., ihrc.net

Aug 2-4 • Art on the Green, North Idaho College, CdA, 
Fri, 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m., Sun, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., (208) 667-9346

	 • Coeur d’Alene Street Fair, Sherman, 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. (208) 415-0116

Aug 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28 • Prevent Falls with A 
Matter of Balance, North Spokane Library, 44 
E. Hawthorne, 9:30 to 11;30 a.m., 777-1571, 

Aug 17 • Unity in the Community, Riverfront Park, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., 625-6600

Aug 22-25 • Palouse Pride, Moscow, 
palouseinlandoasis@gmail.com

Aug 28-Sept 2 • Pig Out in the Park, Riverfront Park, 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m., 625-6600

Aug 31	 • Lud Cramer Memorial Concert, Spokane 
Symphony at  Pavilion Park, 727 N. Molter, 
Liberty Lake, 6 p.m., 755-67269

To Sept 2 • All Fairs Lead to Expo ’74, Spokane Valley 
Heritage Museum, 12114 E. Sprague, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., 922-4570

Tues-Sun to Sept 8 • Expo ’74: Films from the Vault, 
Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture, 2316 W. 
First, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 456-3931

To Jan 26 • It Happened Here: Expo ’74 Fifty Years 
Later, Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture, 
2316 W. First, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 456-3931

Sept 2	 • Spokane Symphony, Labor Day Concert, 
Comstock Park, 6 p.m., 624-1200

Sept 5	 • The Fig Tree Development (noon) and Board 
(1 to 3 p.m.) meetings, Zoom, 535-1813

30 years of serving Spokane
helping area non-profits

grow & prosper

Respecting People. Impacting Business.TM

Owned by Susan and Ira Amstadter
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100-year-old building houses worship and outreach to community

Ensure your building 
meets Washington’s  
Clean Buildings Law.
If you own a 50,000-square-foot or larger building, you must comply 
with Washington’s Clean Buildings Law (HB1257). Let Avista help  
you achieve higher energy-efficiency standards with our FREE  
Clean Buildings Accelerator program. Learn more and enroll  
today at myavista.com/cleanbuildings or call (800) 227-9187.

Manito United Methodist 
Church will celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of its Italian Renais-
sance Kirtland Cutter building 
on the corner of 30th and Grand 
as part of its 10:45 a.m. service 
and at an open house from 1 to 
3 p.m., Sunday, June 9, at the 
church, 3220 S. Grand.

“It is the only Kirtland Cutter 
church remaining in Spokane,” 
said Wendy Budge, centennial 
committee chair.

When it was built in 1924, the 
goal was to use the building as 
a church and community center. 
The basement ceiling is 12 feet 
tall for a basketball court. Now 
it’s the fellowship hall. 

In the 1950s, the church 
built an education wing that now 
houses 14 AA groups, three scout 
groups and three preschools. Over 
the years, the space was used by 
Daybreak Teen Drug Treatment 
Center, Leadership Spokane, 
Good Samaritan Counseling Cen-
ter and the office for The Fig Tree.

Sue Plummer, a member since 
1978, Sandy Ward, the pastor for 
nearly two years, and Wendy, 
who has been a member since the 
early 1980s, shared the church’s 
history and life today.

In 2016, Wendy, whose home 
is on the historic registry, put 
the church on the registry as a 
Spokane Historic Landmark.

Wendy summarized  the 
church’s history.

In 1906, a group of Baptists 
and Methodists started a Sun-
day school that met in a small, 
wooden schoolhouse at 37th 
and Hatch. In 1908, Methodists 
outnumbered Baptists and voted 
to organize a Methodist Episco-
pal Church, which built a white 
frame building in 1910 at 502 E. 
33rd Ave., across the street from 
the present building. 

By 1921, the church outgrew 
that building. Members Seymour 
and Mary Birch, who came to 
Spokane from Amsterdam, NY, 
donated $30,000 and three lots to 
build the present building at 33rd 
and Grand. From their travels in 
Europe, they envisioned a church 
like the Basilica of St. Francis of 
Assisi and asked Cutter to build it.

“Construction began in 1923 
and was completed in 1924, but 
Seymour and Mary did not live 
to see it. The large, south-facing 
rose window is dedicated to 
Mary,” said Wendy.

With the post-war baby boom, 
Wendy said, the church continued 
to grow and raised funds to build 
its mid-century modern style 
education wing in the late 1950s. 
It is also on the historic registry.

Plans for a new sanctuary to 
seat 500 to 700 people ended 
because the church split. Some 
members in the John Birch So-
ciety (no relation to Seymour) 
thought the Methodist Church 
was involved in communism. 

Other members said their 
Book of Discipline called Meth-
odists to support widows and 
orphans, said Wendy. Many left 
the church and funds were not 
raised for the new sanctuary.

“Now we are an older con-

gregation and have no Sunday 
school, but many people use 
the church and education wing. 
Renting rooms out helps keep us 
afloat. The chapel in the educa-
tion wing is good for small wed-
dings,” said Wendy, who moved 
to Spokane when her father was 
at the Naval Supply Station. 

She returned in 1972, trained 
as a medical technologist at 
Deaconess Hospital and served 
there 38 years until retiring 
13 years ago. She has been 
Methodist since sixth grade in 
Boise, where she attended Boise 
State University and earned a 
bachelor’s in art. After that, she 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
microbiology at the University 
of Idaho in Moscow. There she 
met her husband.

After moving to Spokane, 
they visited churches and chose 
Manito Methodist.

Sue and Greg became active 
while their two children were in 
the parent-child cooperative pre-
school. After moving to Spokane 
from Phoenix, they built a home 
four blocks from the church.

Sandy, who grew up in Illi-
nois, Michigan, Iowa and Mis-
souri, entered ministry late, 
studying mostly online at Iliff 
School of Theology in Denver 
and graduating in 2014. 

She served a church in Gird-
wood, Alaska, for two years and 
then a church in Tumwater near 
Olympia for six years. 

Her previous career, after earn-
ing a master’s degree in business 
in 1988 at Loyola University 
in Chicago, was as a business 
manager for Michigan State Uni-
versity’s College of Osteopathic 
Medicine. She grew up Baptist 
but became Methodist after mar-
rying her husband, Paul, 33 years 
ago. He is a retired physicist.

Sue repeated that Manito 
United Methodist Church was 
founded not just as a church but 
also as a community center.

“We always have community 
groups using the building. We 
have rented to nonprofits and 
others who pay as they are able, 
even when our Sunday school 
rooms were packed on Sundays,” 
Sue said. “We look for ways to 
connect with the community.

“Now we seek to be ecologi-
cally minded, reducing use of 
paper products and caring for 
our land by converting a por-
tion to SpokaneScape to reduce 
grass, use less water and create 
habitat for birds and insects,” she 
continued.

A city designer is proposing 

ways to make the land eco-
friendly. Boy Scouts will help 
redo the landscape with native 
plants, a dry creek bed with rocks 
and a drip irrigation system.

“It’s part of our ministry to 
embrace creation care and cli-
mate justice,” said Sandy.

Five homes on 33rd are in the 
SpokaneScape program.

“It has been a learning experi-
ence for members,” she said.

Sandy led a class series in 
December and January on the 
book, Wake Up World by Robert 
and Anita Gearheart.

For the class, Sue offered a 
session on SpokaneScape. She 
and two others reported on a 
three-day Global Board of Dis-
cipleship Earthkeepers class on 
creation care and climate justice 
they attended in October. 

“We seek to understand about 
greenhouse gas, to mitigate the 
damage and do better for the 
future,” she said.

“We want to be better stewards 
of our natural resources and pro-
tect the earth,” said Sandy. “We 
are recycling more trash and no 
longer use paper plates, cups and 
napkins, and plastic utensils.”

Sue sewed 80 napkins, which 
members take turns laundering.

“We invite those using the 
building to follow our example,” 
said Sue.

Sandy said 400 people use the 
buildings weekdays.

• Manito Coop, an ECEAP 
program and M & M Tots use 
space on different floors and 
share an outdoor playground.

• The Spokane Youth Sym-
phony practices there Mondays.

• AA groups use the church at 
different times on different days.

• The YMCA has a summer 
youth program.

“It’s a busy place during the 
week,” she said. “Part of our 
mission is to be a place where 
people can become whole and 
holy, a place where we model a 
culture of abiding and belonging 
to one another and to Christ. We 
seek to nourish people’s bodies, 
minds and souls by being a place 
that reflects Christ’s love. 

“Like most churches, we seek 
to be fiscally responsible. We 
have an endowment but seek to 
live within our budget, so we 
do not deplete our reserves,” 
Sandy said.

Sue said many but not all 
groups using the building pay 
what it costs to use the rooms as 
part of Manito’s ministry,.

Sandy said another part of 
the church’s outreach is its music 
program, offering concerts. 

Gonzaga assistant professor of 
voice Jadrian Tarver is Manito’s 
music director. He leads the 
choir of 12 that includes two 
Gonzaga students. 

On Sunday, May 19, the 
church hosted a concert featuring 

Black United Voices of Spokane, 
which Jadrian started this year; 
the group For His Glory, accom-
panied by the church’s pianist 
Ellie Tupper, and the Manitones, 
three church members who play 
guitar and sing.

The church also has art shows.
“The pandemic took a bite 

out of church events and at-
tendance, but we are rebuilding 
that,” said Sandy, who attends the 
Comstock Neighborhood Council 
with other church members to be 
informed on neighborhood needs.

Members attend events and 
take school supplies and cook-
ies to Sacajawea Middle School 
next door.

Members range from age 12 to 
one over 100 who attends online. 
About 60 attend each week in 
person and online. Services have 
a sign language interpreter.

For information, call 747-
4755 or visit manitoumc.org.

Earth Friendly
Curbside pickup, delivery and 

shipping available
35 W. Main, Spokane

509-464-7677
www.kizurispokane.com

Curbside pickup, delivery and shipping available
35 W. Main, Spokane  •  509-464-7677

www.kizurispokane.com

Manito United Methodist modeled on St. Francis Basilica. Sue Plummer and Sandy Ward discuss the life of their church.

Wendy Budge shares history.


