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Speakers and workshops at 
the 2016 Eastern Washington 
Legislative Conference will 
explore “Our Responsibility for 
the Common Good” from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 30, at St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 316 E. 
24th Ave.

In her keynote, Linda 
Haydock, SNJM, executive 
director of the Intercommunity 
Peace and Justice Center in 
Seattle, will discuss “Connecting 
Global UN Goals with Local and 
State Issues.”  After lunch, she 
will also give a presentation on 
how to engage in advocacy.

Legislative Conference features issues 
before 2016 session, global-local ties

Center seeks to double its capacity
center’s offices, programs, family 
services and preschool will be in 
another location.  

“We want families and children 
of diverse backgrounds to receive 
services they need in a multicultur-
al, center, where people are treated 
equally and respectfully, and where 
no one is turned away because of 
skin color or situation,” said Freda.  

Martin Luther King Jr. Family 
Outreach Center helps parents be 
better parents, people transition 
from homelessness and poverty, 
families find jobs, and people write 
and review resumes.

“I have seen families move from 
shelters to find jobs and become 
stable,” she said.  “I have seen 
foster parents open their doors 
to children in need.  I have seen 
children affected by trauma be in 
trauma-sensitive environments, 
where they learn and grow.”

In addition, Freda has seen uni-
versity students come on site enter 
social work after experiencing a 
practicum there that enhances their 
ability to work with children and 
families who live in poverty.

That was Freda’s own experi-
ence.

Her son Demarcie was four when 
she first came through the doors of 

Continued on page 5

Catholic Bishop Emeritus 
William Skylstad will give 
theological reflections based 
on Pope Francis’ encyclicals, 
“Hope, Grace, Mercy,” and 
“Laudato Si’” on climate change.

In a workshop on 
environmental issues, Jessie 
Dye of Earth Ministry will 
discuss toxic-free kids, solar tax 
credits, pesticide notification and 
reducing CO2 emissions.  John 
Sirois of the Upper Columbia 
United Tribes will also share 
his observations as a participant 
in the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in Paris and 

state and local issues on earth 
and river resources.

In a second workshop, Sr. 
Sharon Park, OP, director of 
the Washington State Catholic 
Conference, and the Rev. Paul 
Benz, co-director of the Faith 
Action Network, will discuss 
the impact of two initiatives on 
wealth inequality.

In a workshop on education 
issues, Jonas Cox, associate 
professor of Gonzaga 
University’s School of Education, 
and Ivan Corley, principal of 
Grant Elementary School, will 
discuss issues related to funding 
schools and testing, curriculum 
changes and struggles school 
face.

Naima Quarles Burnley, 
president of the NAACP-
Spokane, and Breean Beggs, an 
attorney active in Smart Justice, 
will inform participants about 
criminal justice issues before 
the legislature, including ban the 
box, abolishing legal financial 
obligations and ___________.

Also bringing a global-local 
connections perspective will 

Freda Gandy, director of MLK Family Outreach Center, is beside art by children.

Continued on page 3

FAN honors Tri-Cities 
imam for his leadership

By Alyssa Nedrow
Faith Action Network (FAN) of Washington presented Imam 

Mohamed Elsehmawy of the Islamic Center of the Tri-Cities 
their Interfaith Leadership Award at their Annual Dinner in 
November at Seattle.  

FAN, a statewide, interfaith nonprofit organization, partners 
for the common good with more than 100 faith communities 
across the state. 

The Islamic Center in the Tri-Cities (ICTC) and Imam 
Mohamed Elsehmawy have been in partnership with FAN 
for a year, working together to tend the flame of interfaith 
understanding and collaboration. 

In presenting the award, FAN co-director Paul Benz 
said Elsehmawy and ICTC embody the spirit of interfaith 
partnership.  During 2015, they planted a pear tree on the 
grounds of Shalom United Church of Christ as a gift of 
peace and a bridge of connection between religions and the 
connection of love, faith and humanity.  

In accepting the award, Elsehmawy reflected on the 
importance of and need for this peace and connection. 

The dinner followed recent attacks on Beirut, Lebanon, 
and Paris, France.

Many attendees were saddened and confused by the violence 
that is taking place everyday all over the world, said Paul. 

Elsehmawy’s dream is to one day turn on the TV and hear 
that there is no war in the world. 

“Terrorism does not have any religion,” he said. “I’m really 
sad when I see Jewish children killed. I’m really sad when I 

Continued on page 3
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Aiming to double its capacity 
to serve children and families, the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Family Out-
reach Center is launching a capital 
campaign to build a new, two-story 
facility to replace the fire house and 
house at 845 S. Sherman.

The center started in 1970 as 
a drop-in recreation center for 
school-aged children in the base-
ment of Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  It moved to 
the fire station in 1982, renting the 
building from the city for $1 a year.  

Last December, the center pur-
chased the building, so it could tear 
it down to build the new facility.  
Under the lease, renovations had 
been limited.

Freda Gandy, executive director 
of the center, and the center’s board 
are kicking off the campaign at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Rally 
and March that begins at 10 a.m., 
Monday, Jan. 18.

They hope that many of the 
3,000 people who usually attend 
that event will donate to supple-
ment grants from government and 
private sources toward the total 
project cost of $3 million.  

The focus in 2016 will be fund 
raising. Construction will begin 
in 2017.  During construction, the 
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The Northwest Alliance for 
Responsible Media (NWARM) 
has learned that a state senator 
and two representatives are co-
sponsoring a bill that would 
promote digital citizenship 
and media literacy through 
Washington schools.

Senator Marko Liias and 
Representatives Lillian Ortiz-Self 
and Strom Peterson seek other 
state senators and representatives 
to join them in co-sponsoring 
the bill that will be introduced 
after the session begins Jan. 11 
in Olympia.

The act would promote safe 
technology use and digital 
citizenship in public schools.

The legislators suggest that 
“as technology becomes more 
prevalent, students must learn how 
to use technology thoughtfully, 
ethically and responsibly.”

The goal is to provide a process 
for students, parents, guardians, 
teachers, school employees, 
administrators, volunteers and 
community representatives to 
engage in discussion on safe 
use of technology and digital 
citizenship.

It includes digital and media 
literacy related to ethics, etiquette 
and security, and having the 
ability to access, analyze, evaluate 
and interpret media.

“That’s the work the Northwest 

Alliance for Responsible Media 
has been doing in relationship 
with schools and the community,” 
said John Caputo, director and 
chair of the communication 
leadership studies program at 
Gonzaga University.

T h e  b i l l  c a l l s  f o r  t h e 
Wash ing ton  S t a t e  Schoo l 
Directors’ Association to revise 
and distribute its model policy 
and procedure on electronic 
resources and internet safety to 
address safe technology use and 
digital citizenship that empowers 
students to make smart media 
and online choices, and informs 
parents/guardians to know how to 
discuss safe technology use.

Alliance informs on digital citizenship bill

WCC, AACC express grave concern on Burundi
The World Council of Churches (WCC) and the All Africa 

Conference of Churches (AACC) expressed concern for people 
of Burundi in a situation of tension and escalating human rights 
violations. In a statement issued on Dec. 18, they called attention 
to “the brutal violence, targeted attacks, extrajudicial killings, 
severe oppression and incitement of communal tensions.”

They appealed to leaders of Burundi to “step back from the path 
of violence onto the path of peace,” and called for “responsible 
leadership that does not tolerate complicity in killings and other 
violations now so prevalent in the country.  We pray that all those 
who now espouse violence and division there will pursue the things 
that make for peace in this wounded land.” 

Appeal made to ratify Rights of Migrant Workers
On International Migrants’ Day on Dec. 18, the Churches’ 

Commission for Migrants in Europe, the Conference of European 
Churches and the WCC appealed to states to ratify the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of Their Families.  The convention, adopted 25 years 
ago, is the most comprehensive, coherent international instrument 
to protect human rights of migrants and their families, and promote 
their access to justice, humane and lawful working and living 
conditions.  It is poorly ratified, particularly by migrant-receiving 
countries in Europe. It also challenges abuse and exploitation of 
migrant workers and families in the migration process. 

Protestants, Catholics agree on refugee services
A coalition of Protestant and Catholic organizations has made 

an agreement with the Italian government to provide travel and 
integration services for refugees from North Africa and the Middle 
East. The government will provide visas to ensure the right to take 
up residence.  The visas will not allow passage to other countries in 
the European Union. Christian agencies will furnish airline tickets 
to Italy, plus accommodation, assistance with asylum procedures, 
educational opportunities and Italian language courses.

Air travel is an alternative to dangers of illegal passage across the 
Mediterranean, described by Marco Impagliazzo of the Catholic 
lay movement Sant’Egidio as “a death journey” for up to 3,700 
migrants who died or went missing in 2015. With the Federation 
of Protestant Churches in Italy, Sant’Egidio soon will open offices 
in Morocco and Lebanon, and possibly Ethiopia. The first arrivals 
in Italy are expected in late January 2016.

The Rev. Olav Fykse Tveit, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, met with Italian religious leaders and said, 
“This agreement is an essential step in addressing the humanitarian 
crisis we face,” said Olav. “It is a model for churches, faith-
organizations, governments and the international community to act 
together to respect the dignity and safety of all, and our common 
interest to realize justice and peace on earth.”

Christian organizations will contribute $1.3 million initially. The 
Italian government will provide no funds, only the visas.

Faith leaders played vital role in climate talks
Church leaders and other leaders of faith communities played 

a vital role in Paris, said the general secretary of the WCC, in an 
interview during the week following the COP21 UN conference 
on climate change.  In Paris, Olav said, there was a creative 
interaction among civil society, vulnerable communities and 
politicians, “working together in ways we haven’t seen before.” 
He praised religious organizations for “learning to speak the same 
language” in “representing the voice of the poorest communities 
who are worst affected by climate change.”

“Monitoring and implementation of the agreement are of 
the utmost importance,” he said, adding that pressure for 
environmental action must be maintained to “hold world leaders 
accountable to the commitments they have made.” The Fig Tree is published 10 months
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Afte r  t ak ing  more  than 
3 0 0  G o n z a g a  U n i v e r s i t y 
communication students to 
Cagli, Italy, for nearly 13 years, 
John Caputo, director of the 
communication leadership studies 
program, proposed that Cagli be a 
Sister City for Spokane.

“After much work between the 
cities, the Spokane Sister Cities 

Commission passed a unanimous 
resolution to support a Sister 
Cities Agreement between the two 
cities on Nov. 3,” said John, who 
is also meeting with Washington 
State Sister Cities Organization. 

It  has been passed on to 
the International Sister Cities 
Organization in Washington, 
D.C., for final approval.

The American-Italian Club 
of Spokane and the Washington 
State Sons of Italy have also been 
sponsors of the agreement.

The Mayor of Cagli and the 
Cagli Sister Cities Committee 
have suggested steps to make this 
a global, cross-cultural, person-to-
person reality, John said.

For information, call 313-6656.

Sister City proposal awaits approval

The Fig Tree is
reader supported
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The Spokane area RESULTS 
group is sponsoring a “Save 
a Life” lunch from noon to 
1:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 23, 
at Westminster Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 411 S. 
Washington St. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  l e a r n 
about RESULTS, a volunteer 
organization that creates the 
political will to end poverty.   

Organizer Randy Crowe said 

that each day, worldwide, more 
than 16,000 children under the 
age of five die from preventable 
causes, like pneumonia or malaria. 

“We can spend a few hours a 
month to use our voices to save a 
child’s life,” she said. “RESULTS 
advocates are volunteers, not paid 
lobbyists. 

“We come from all around 
the country and the world.  We 
prove that every voice has power 

and that by bringing our voices 
together, we can change the 
world,” Randy added.

Volunteers receive training, 
support and inspiration to become 
skilled advocates who advise 
policymakers towards decisions 
that improve access to education, 
health and economic opportunity.

For information, call 232-9589 
or email randycrowe.crowe@
gmail.com.

RESULTS initiates a group in Spokane

Spokane Nonprofit Network’s 
Brown Bag Lunch will be on 
‘Open Reflections on Nonprofit 
Culture” from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., Monday, Jan. 11, at the 
Spokane County United Way, 920 
N. Washington.

The first 30 minutes will be 
dedicated to networking, with an 
exchange of business cards and 
information about the participating 
nonprofit organizations.

The program will look at how 
the sum of attitudes, customs and 
beliefs define nonprofits.

Convened by Washington 

Nonprofit Network hosts lunch on Jan. 11
Nonprofits and Spokane County 
Uni ted  Way,  the  Spokane 
Nonprofit Network creates space 
for nonprofit leaders and staff to 
learn, connect and share resources. 

The gathering is open to anyone 
with an interest in nonprofits.

For information, call 855-
299-2922 or  emai l  info@
washingtonnonprofits.org.



SAVE THE DATES  - HOST A TABLE 

2016 Deepening Our Roots 

Benefit Lunch 
Friday, March 11

Buffet begins 11:45 a.m. • Program 12-1 p.m.

Benefit Breakfast 
Wednesday, March 16

Buffet begins 7:15 a.m.  •  Program 7:30-8:30 a.m.

BOTH at Cataldo Hall at Gonzaga University 

The breakfast and luncheon are complimentary.  
Guests will be invited to donate to support The Fig Tree.

CALL 535-4112 or 535-1813
email mary@thefigtree.org  

The Fig Tree, 1323 S. Perry St., Spokane WA 99202
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Join us for the 2016

Eastern 
Washington 

Legislative Conference 

‘Our Responsibility 
for the Common Good’

featuring keynoter
Linda Haydock, SNJM, 

Intercommunity Peace and Justice Center - Seattle

Saturday, Jan. 30
9 a.m.-3 p.m. St Mark’s Lutheran Church 

316 E. 24th Ave. - Spokane 

For information, contact
Malcolm Haworth - The Fig Tree - (509) 535-1813
Scott Cooper - Catholic Charities - (509) 358-4273
Paul Benz - Faith Action Network (206) 625-9790

TO RSVP 
Send suggested donation of $20 

To The Fig Tree • 1323 S. Perry St. • Spokane WA 99202 
call (509) 535-4112 or email info@thefigtree.org

Inland 
United 
Methodist 
District

be Skyler Oberst, president of 
the Spokane Interfaith Council, 
member of the Human Rights 
Commission and legislative 
assistant with Spokane City 
Council, discussing policy 
recommendations from the 2015 
Parliament of World Religions 
related to city and state issues. 

Sr. Sharon and Paul, who 
are involved in legislative 
advocacy with the Washington 

State Legislature, will give an 
overview of issues before the 
2016 session.

The Rev. Dale Cockrum, 
Inland District superintendent 
of the United Methodist Church, 
Lutheran Bishop Martin Wells, 
and Episcopal Bishop Jim 
Waggoner Jr., will also present 
reflections and prayers to inspire 
participation in the year’s 
legislative process.

Nonprofit agencies and 

ministries will bring displays to 
share resources about legislative 
initiatives and their programs 
that serve people in the region.

Organizers include The Fig 
Tree, Catholic Charities Spokane, 
the Faith Action Network and the 
Inland District United Methodist 
Church. 

For information, call 535-
1813 or email mary@thefigtree.
org.  Fliers are at thefigtree.org/
FigTreeEvent.pdf.

As part of the 100th anniversary 
celebration of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (FOR) in New 
York City in November, Mark 
Hamlin of the Peace and Justice 
Action League of Spokane 
(PJALS) was on hand to receive 
FOR’s Local Hero award for 
PJALS as one of its affiliates.

PJALS is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary in 2015-2016.

Mark  no t  on ly  gave  an 
acceptance  speech on  the 
importance of PJALS work for 
peace and justice in the region, but 
also learned about FOR’s history 
at a centennial exhibit at Union 
Theological Seminary’s James 
Chapel.

Before the end of a 1914 
ecumenica l  conference  in 
Switzerland seeking to prevent 
war in Europe, World War I had 
begun.  Participants pledged to 
work together for peace.  That 
December, Christians met in 
Cambridge, England, and founded 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation.

The U.S. FOR was founded in 
November 1915 in Garden City, 
Long Island, N.Y.  The FOR is an 
international, interfaith movement 
with affiliates in 50 countries.  Its 
members include Jews, Christians, 
Buddhists, Muslims, Baha’i, 
people of indigenous and other 

faith traditions, and no religious 
affiliation.

Mark also visited the FOR 
offices in Nyack, N.Y., north of 
New York City, where he saw 
a memorial to contributions of 
members and supporters.

The main event, he said, was a 
multi-faith service at the Riverside 
Church, including an address 
by Arun Gandhi, a grandson 
of Mohandas Gandhi, and the 
presentation of three awards.

T h e  L o c a l  H e r o  Aw a r d 
recognizes FOR-related groups 

that work tirelessly for justice and 
reconciliation in their communities 
and regions, engaging people to 
build a just nonviolent world.  
Douglas Mackey of Olympia had 
nominated PJALS.

Laurie Childers, the FOR 
National Council president 
and member of the Western 
Washington and Oregon FOR, 
spoke of attending a PJALS 
Action Conference in Spokane.

In a recent interview, Laurie 
said she was impressed how 
PJALS involved young people 

as speakers, musicians and 
workshop leaders, with older 
people listening to their ideas.

“As a culture, we do not 
spotlight young people enough,” 
said Laurie, who lives in Corvallis.

She has been a donor for 30 
years and has been involved for 
24 years in planning for the July 
FOR conferences at the Seabeck, 
Wash., Conference Center.

Mark, a former PJALS Steering 
Committee member and chair, 
is now on the committee as an 
advisor.  He began connecting 

with PJALS 14 years ago, after the 
push to go to war in Iraq following 
the attack on Sept. 11, 2001.

“I was looking to be involved 
in local actions and found PJALS 
a home, a place with people of 
common beliefs,” said Mark, who 
has worked in construction and 
computer consulting, and now is 
focusing on sustainable building.

He recently completed online 
studies in social work and teaches 
nonviolent communication to 
prisoners at Airway Heights.

“I am convinced that nonviolent 
communication is the basis for 
developing a more nonviolent 
world,” he said.

At the awards event in New 
York City, Mark said there were 
two other awards.

The Martin Luther King Jr. 
Peace Award went to two women 
from the Spirit House Project in 
Atlanta, Ga., for racial justice 
and multicultural coalition work.  
The Pfeffer International Peace 
Award went to two young men, 
a Palestinian and a former Israeli 
soldier, who urge non-violent 
action against the occupation and 
violence in their lands through 
the organization Combatants for 
Peace.

For information, call 999-9759 
or visit pjals.org.

see Christian children killed. I’m 
really sad when I see Muslim 
children killed. For what? God 
created human beings to spread 
peace on the earth.”

Other speakers addressed the 
importance of working as people 
of all faiths to come together in 
partnership for the common good. 

“ We  m u s t  b e  t h e  f a i t h 

community so that we can speak 
to the issues,” said the Rev. 
Carey Anderson of First African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Seattle, the keynote speaker. 
“There is something going on 
beneath the waterline, and that 
something is structural racism.”  

He proposed that people use a 
new language.

“We must equip people with 
a language of love, a language 
of harmony, a language of social 

justice.  A language that says 
injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere,” he said. 

“There are consequences if we 
leave this place without this new 
language. There is an ecclesial 
issue we must address if we do 
not see ourselves connected—
connected by head, heart, passion, 
faith and social justice,” said 
Carey. 

For information, call 206-625-
9790.

Area peace and justice league honored by Fellowship of Reconciliation

Liz Moore and Shar Lichty, co-directors, show plaque with Mark Hamlin, who received it in New York.

Imam Mohamed 
Elsehmawy

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Faith leaders share insights on policies

FAN speaker promotes language of love



Page 4 - The Fig Tree - January 2016

If you are interested in science and in helping people, a career in 
a healthcare profession may be right for you. The Washington 
State University Health Sciences campus in Spokane offers a 
student-centered environment for learning and the opportunity 
to practice caring for patients in teams with other professionals.

DEGREE PROGRAMS
Health Policy and Administration
Medical School (coming soon)
Nursing
Nutrition and Exercise Physiology
Pharmacy
Speech and Hearing Sciences

Health Sciences Education

spokane.wsu.edu

Call Jill Gwin

jgwin@cheneycare.com
509-235-6196 Ext. 102

1222 N Post St.       458-2509       www.altcew.org
Advocacy. Action. Answers.

For Seniors and Others Needing Long Term Care
For information, assistance & community living connections, call

Spokane - Elder Services - 458-7450
Stevens, Pend Oreille, Northern Ferry Counties -

	 Rural Resources Community Action - (877) 219-5542
Whitman County - Rural Resources Community Action - (509) 332-0365

the center to have him participate 
in the ECEAP preschool program.  
Now he’s 21.

Freda, who was studying devel-
opmental psychology at Eastern 
Washington University to be a 
school counselor, began to vol-
unteer.  Then she came on staff 
as a teacher and continued at the 
center after she graduated in 1995, 
working as a social worker, and 
director of children’s services be-
fore becoming executive director.

“This project is dear to my 
heart,” she said.  “Over the years, I 
have watched the services expand 
and seen the impact of services 
on diverse families and the com-
munity.”

The new building will mean all 
the services can be under one roof.  

“It’s important for us to stay 
in this community so we are ac-
cessible to families and schools.  
They can bus and walk here,” 
Freda said.

The children’s services serve 
80 children in the before and 
after school programs, summer 
program and preschool.  The after 
school program is currently at 
Grant School.

Freda plans to keep the partner-
ship with the school district while 
raising the funds and during the 
construction phase.

“It’s been good to partner with 
Grant Elementary School, where 
35 children from Grant, Sheridan 
and Franklin are in the after-
school program.  In addition, there 
are 47 children in the preschool,” 
Freda said.  “The new facility will 
make it possible to serve 150 chil-
dren and serve teens year round, 
rather than just in the summer.

The 10-week summer teen pro-
gram was designed for 10 teens, 
but had up to 25.  In a teen space 
in the new building, students will 
have help with homework, be 
mentored and be in leadership 
programs year round.

Last year, 1,800 families used 
referral services for rent and 
utility assistance, assistance with 
back-to-school supplies and holi-
day assistance.

Freda said the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Family Outreach Center 
also expands capacity of nonprof-
its to work together in collabora-
tive efforts for families.  

“We do not do everything for 
families, but refer families to 
other community services and 
resources they need,” she said.  

Its family services connect with 
Child Protective Services, foster 
care visitation, parenting classes 
and counseling.

The parenting classes are using 
a new curriculum, “Incredible 
Years,” which build secure at-
tachments and relationships to 
help families and children—in 

their homes or when children are 
removed from their homes—deal 
with anger management and use 
positive discipline.  There are 
activities for children during the 
parenting classes.

“We will work with the state 
on parent-child visitations for 
children in foster care in a safe 
environment under the supervi-
sion of social workers who will 
support the parents’ growth and 
development.

“In the current facilities, we 
cannot do enough,” Freda added.  
“The state has parents and chil-
dren on a waiting list and needs 
more providers for visitations and 
parenting classes.

More space and services will 
mean there will be need for more 
staffing to build the center’s ca-
pacity in administration and pro-
grams, which in turn will require 
increasing the donor base. 

The Spokane Ministers’ Fel-
lowship has become involved and 
has planned a Prayer Breakfast 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 9, in Cataldo Hall at Gon-
zaga University to build support 
from the faith community to pray 
for and support the center, the 
families, the programs and the 
campaign.

“We want to keep in the fore-
front that Dr. King was a minister.  
One way to keep his legacy alive 
is to have a building where no one 
is turned away,” said Freda.  “The 
fire station has served us well, but 
it’s time for the city to have a mod-
ern facility named after Dr. King 
to embody his life and legacy for 
the next 40 years.”

The MLK Center organizes 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Commemorative Service, and the 

March, Rally and Resource Fair.
The resource fair is part of its 

collaborative effort to bring social 
service agencies together to see 
what services are available.  It 

brings people together who serve 
others and people in need.  

For information, call 838-4755 
or visit mlkspokane.org.

WAlter Kendricks

copy to come

Center seeks to build larger facility to serve more children, families

Freda Gandy shows house and firehall the center will preplace.
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ALON GOLDSTEIN
with the

Spokane Symphony

JANUARY 23 & 24, 2016

sponsored by the
Johnston-Fix Foundation

Bill & Harriet Fix

www.spokanesymphony.org

TICKETS/INFO 509-624-1200

mention this ad and receive
Buy 1 Get 1 FREE Tickets (limit 4)

M.A. THEOLOGY + 
LEADERSHIP

AT THE INTERSECTION OF
FAITH + LEADERSHIP

ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE.

become.gonzaga.edu

ONLINE. ON CAMPUS. ON YOUR TERMS.

MLK Campaign

When he began last May as 
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese 
of Spokane, Bishop Thomas Daly 
found the Catholic community in 
the area living “in a long winter” 
following “the cloud of abuse and 
bankruptcy.” 

“It was hard for Catholics to 
step out of that winter,” he said.  

There were issues that needed 
to be addressed, but now Bishop 
Daly said he is ready “to lead the 
diocese to focus on priestly forma-
tion, Catholic education and the 
spiritual growth of the Catholic 
faithful in Eastern Washington.” 

Media coverage, he said, had 
an impact, as coverage of religion 
moved to silence, then to rejection 
and hostility.  In the late 1980s 
and 1990s, he said that the Arch-
diocese of San Francisco shifted 
from having good relationships 
with media and city officials to 
being defensive.

Instead of being paralyzed by 
impressions, Bishop Daly said, 
“we need to be realistic, humble 
and trusting.  We can’t lose our 
sense of joy or sense of being 
people of hope. 

“Hope is not optimism or 
wishful thinking, hope is real-
ity grounded in faith and Jesus’ 
promise ‘I will be with you to the 
end of the age,’” he said.

“The Pope speaks of the ‘Joy of 
the Gospel.’ With what happened 
in the past in the diocese, we have 
a role to spread joy.  As Pope 
Francis emphasized, too many 
Catholics forget Easter and focus 
on Lent.  It’s like saying we are in 
winter and need spring,” he said.

Given that a bishop’s role is 
to teach, govern and sanctify, he 
appreciates working with school 
personnel, priests and families in 
the diocese’s schools.

 In the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco where he was ordained 
in 1987, Bishop Daly was voca-
tions director and president of 
Marin Catholic High. In 2011, 
Pope Benedict XVI named him 
auxiliary bishop of San Jose re-
sponsible for formation of priests. 

Bishop Daly has found that 
the Diocese of Spokane’s 13 
elementary schools range from 
36 students at Guardian Angels 
School in Uniontown to 300 at 
St. Aloysius School.  The high 
schools are Gonzaga Prep in 
Spokane with 800 students, Tri-
Cities Prep in Pasco with 300, and 
DeSales in Walla Walla with100.

A poll of U.S. Catholics by the 
Center for Applied Research in 
the Apostolate (CARA), requested 
by Holy Cross Fathers at the 
University of Portland and Notre 
Dame, studied Catholic families 
in preparation for the recent visit 
of Pope Francis I and the Synod 
on Families in Rome.

The study found that two-thirds 

of Catholic families do not have 
their children in Catholic schools 
or religious education.

“It’s especially a concern if they 
are not being educated in the fam-
ily,” Bishop Daly said.

The diocese’s pastoral plan, 
“Know, Love, Serve,” adopted 
under Bishop Blase Cupich, 
began with an emphasis on faith 
formation the first year, followed 
by strengthening community and 
young adults this year, liturgy the 
next year and evangelization the 
fourth year.

“The plan gives us a direction, 
but as I told participants at our 
recent Assembly, we’re not check-
ing off boxes.  Faith formation is 
a concern every year,” he said.

“We need to continue to address 
vocations of priests and faith for-
mation, giving more attention to 
schools and religious education,” 
he said, noting that the study 
suggests that the diocese needs 
to know why families don’t send 
children to Catholic schools.  

“Do they cost too much?  Is there 
confusion about the purpose?” 
Bishop Daly asks.  He added that 
the Nazareth Guild, started by 
Bishop Blase Cupich, helps with 
tuition for Catholic schools.

Bishop Daly finds outreach “an 
area of blessing for the diocese,” 
because Catholic Charities of 
Spokane serves a large number 
of poor, needy, marginalized and 

homeless people.  
“Catholic Charities continued 

to serve the region through the 
years the diocese was dealing 
with the challenges of abuse and 
bankruptcy,” he said.  “It would 
have been easy to take our eyes 
off care for the poor, but we do not 
stop caring for others.  We need to 
deal with our own issues while we 
are caring for people.

“I have been surprised by the 
poverty in Spokane,” he added.  

Driving to say Mass with the 
Sisters of the Mission of Charity 
in Hillyard from where he lives 
at Bishop White Seminary, he 
realized, “We have poverty in 
Spokane.  The poor need assis-
tance and hope.  The church has 
an important role in serving them.

“We are to proclaim the Good 
News working with priests, laity, 
and women and men religious 
to strengthen community to give 
witness to the gospel,” he said.

The problem is not the church 
in the world, but the world in the 
church, so the church’s mission 
is not co-opted by pettiness, jeal-
ousy or despair.”

Soon after he was installed as 
bishop on May 20, he appointed 
Fr. Dan Barnett as rector of Bish-
op White Seminary, and appointed 
pastors, with 18 changes.  He also 
appointed the Vicar of Priests, the 
Vicar of Finances and the Vicar 
General, who also serve parishes.

“No priest works full time in 
the diocesan office,” he said.  
“All have pastoral responsibilities 
outside the Chancery.”

Bishop Daly as of late Novem-
ber had visited 40 of the 80 par-
ishes and many schools, including 
Connell, Basin City, Chewelah, 
Uniontown, Tekoa and Clarkston.

The bishop has been impressed 
with the friendliness of people in 
the diocese and Spokane’s small-
town flavor. He noted that in con-
trast with the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco and the Diocese of San 
Jose, which are each 1,000 square 
miles, the Diocese of Spokane is 
24,000 square miles— smaller 
than the Diocese of Helena with 
55,000 square miles or Maine 
with 33,000 square miles.

“I can reach any part of the par-
ish in three hours or less,” he said.

There are 100,000 Catholics in 
80 parishes in the Diocese of Spo-
kane, in contrast with 600,000 in 
50 parishes in the Diocese of San 
Jose and 450,000 in 90 parishes in 
the Archdiocese of San Francisco.

The Catholic Church is visible 
with Gonzaga University and 
Providence Health Care.

“With changes in the way farm-
ing is now done, many parishes 
in wheat farming communities 
are small.  For example, there are 
10 families at Sprague,” he said.

While he was involved ecumen-
ically in Marin, in the Spokane 

diocese he said his emphases are 
in diocesan and school settings, 
and in addressing financial issues.  

He has asked Bishop Emeritus 
William Skylstad to continue the 
ecumenical ministries, along with 
spiritual direction in the seminary, 
doing marriage encounter and 
retreats, and filling in for priests.

“In Eastern Washington, with 
the reality of advanced com-
munication technology, lines 
between work and family/home 
are blurred,” Bishop Daly has 
observed.  “People need time to 
be quiet.

“In agriculture, people sense 
God in weather, rain and sun.  
They know growing crops takes 
patience.  In technology, it seems 
that men and women are creators, 
and that God is absent.  In fast 
communication, patience is anti-
quated,” he observed.

“As I drove through wheat 
fields during the harvest, I felt 
that the lesson from the farming 
community is trust, patience and 
a focus on need as opposed to 
want,” he said.

“In the beauty of this area, I give 
thanks to God.  The Pope’s encyc-
lical reminds us that Creation is a 
gift from God,” said Bishop Daly, 
who always liked going to the 
country and mountains from his 
home in San Francisco.  

For information, call 358-7300 
or visit dioceseofspokane.org.

Bishop Thomas Daly focuses on priestly formation, education.

New Catholic bishop finds that hope is grounded in reality and in faith
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Protect your
loved ones . . .

Remedying nursing home abuse, 
exploited children

and wrongful death

Breean Beggs at
Paukerkt & Tropmann PLLC

Let us explain your rights and 
be your voice for justice

(509) 232-7760
www.paukertlawgroup.com

The Sacred Art of Iconography
at the Monastery of St. Gertrude

Spirit Center retreats at the
Monastery of St. Gertrude, Cottonwood, ID

208-962-2000, spirit-center@stgertrudes.org

with Father Damian Higgins of 
the Monks of Mount Tabor, 

February 15-19
“We’re surrounded by images we respond 
to, but mostly they advertise. Holy icons 
direct us not toward themselves, but toward 
the divine.” All materials provided and no 
artistic experience needed. 

Register online at www.Spirit-Center.org 

From his interest in the North-
west and religion in the region, 
Whitworth history professor Dale 
Soden did 20 years of research for 
his recent book, Outsiders in a 
Promised Land: Religious Activ-
ists in Pacific Northwest History.

In his 30 years at Whitworth, he 
has taught American history, the 
Vietnam War, Pacific Northwest 
history, American popular culture, 
intellectual history and post Civil 
War history.

He taught two years while 
finishing doctoral studies at the 
University of Washington in 1980 
after undergraduate studies at 
Pacific Lutheran University.  He 
taught five years at Oklahoma 
Baptist University before coming 
to Whitworth in 1985.

Dale wrote on religion and 
public life in the Northwest in 
his first book, a biography of The 
Rev. Mark Matthews: An Activist 
in the Progressive Era in Seattle 
(from 1902 to 1940).  Other books 
include a history of Whitworth, 
An Enduring Venture of Mind 
and Heart, and Historic Photos of 
Washington State.

“People normally talk of the 
Northwest as the most secular 
region in the United States—
the ‘None Zone.’  Early Pacific 
Northwest history has focused on 
entrepreneurs, explorers, miners, 
loggers and politicians.  Many 
often spent time in saloons, gam-
bling halls and brothels,” he said.

“Except for missionaries, we 
hear little of religious people 
helping shape the culture,” said 
Dale, a member of St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church in Spokane, “but 
Protestants, Catholics and Jews 
worked together to provide social 
institutions.

“In spite of the Northwest being 
the least churched region, reli-
gious activists were more impor-
tant than previously understood,” 
he said.  “Both progressives and 
conservatives in Oregon and 
Washington were outsiders and 
considered themselves to be out-
siders to the prevailing culture.”

Dale found that from the late 
1800s to the 1930s, religious 
activists sought to protect women 
and children.  They established 
schools, orphanages, rescue 
homes, YMCAs and YWCAs, 
and fought for prohibition and 
regulation of child labor.

During and after the Depres-
sion, activists began to advocate 
for unemployment insurance, 
education, public assistance and 
a minimum wage.

In the mid-20th century, pro-
gressive and liberal Protestants, 
Catholics and Jews advocated for 
civil rights of African Americans 
and Japanese Americans.  Reli-
gious conservatives were wary 
about communism, labor unions 

and secularism in public schools.
Dale said the divisions grew 

to a “full-blown culture war” 
in the 1970s, reacting to radical 
feminism and public acceptance 
of abortion and homosexuality.  

The second half of the book 
explores the emerging debate by 
the middle class on whether con-
servative or liberal social values 
should prevail.

For conservatives, the values 
are family, patriotism and capi-
talism.

For liberals—as individuals, 
denominations and ecumenical 
organizations—advocacy for the 
poor, marginalized, and racial and 
ethnic minorities was central.

“In the present, we see the clash 
of cultures between conservative 
social activists, who oppose toler-
ance of gays and abortion, and lib-
eral/progressive social activists, 
who advocate against war and for 
environment, justice for the poor 
and gay rights,” said Dale.

Religious activists reflect the 
divide in the political system, said 
Dale, whose interest in religious 
activists began in his under-
graduate years in the 1970s, when 
civil rights struggles, the anti-war 
movement and environmental is-
sues led to heated debates among 
people of faith.

Dale learned that:
• There are more examples 

of religious activism of greater 
breadth and depth than he antici-
pated.  

• A Methodist minister resisted 
the internment of Japanese Ameri-
cans.  

• Some Protestant ministers 
were in the Klu Klux Klan in the 
1920s.

• The current cultural war be-
tween liberals and conservatives 

has longer and deeper roots than 
he realized.  It began before the 
1970s conflicts between the Moral 
Majority and Focus on the Family 
on one side and feminism and ad-
vocacy for the marginalized, poor 
and gays on the other side.  The 
conservative-liberal split went 
back to the 1930s and 1940s.

Dale said that he also learned:
• about many women involved 

in religious activism on behalf of 
various causes;

• about the role of religious 
activism in the 1960s Civil Rights 
movement in Portland and Seattle, 
and

• about the role of ecumeni-
cal organizations—councils of 
churches in Portland and Seattle, 
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
and the Washington Association 
of Churches—now the Faith Ac-
tion Network.

“Ecumenism was an important 
feature, beginning early in the 
century with Protestant churches 
organizing around issues for 
social change and justice—such 
as improving conditions of the 
working class; challenging behav-
iors like alcoholism, prostitution 
and gambling; promoting peace 
activism; developing environmen-
tal statements, and reconciling 
with Native Americans and non-
Christians.”

Evangelical groups like Prom-
ise Keepers, Focus on the Fam-
ily and branches of the National 
Association of Evangelicals also 
included advocacy, he said.

“Catholics were involved in 

ecumenical organizations, then 
dropped out of them and re-
cently have been involved again.  
Through the 1960s, they were 
active with, although not neces-
sarily formally tied to, Protestant 
ecumenical organizations,” he 
said.  “Their contribution to social 
activism has been in advocacy for 
the poor and on peace issues, as 
well as opposing Communism and 
abortion.  Catholic bishops have 
been active on environmental 
issues.”

The book includes the Jewish 
community’s advocacy for social 
justice.

“In the early 20th century, rab-
bis were socially active along with 
Protestant pastors and Catholic 
priests.  They opposed child labor 
and advocated for providing ser-

vices for the poor,” Dale said.  “In 
the middle of the century, Jewish 
organizations, especially of the 
Reform tradition, advocated for 
social justice for marginalized 
groups.”  

A chapter looks at African 
Americans in Portland and Seat-
tle, led by the Rev. Samuel McK-
inney and the Rev. John Adams, 
classmates of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.  They organized 
resistance to segregation.

Dale concludes Outsiders in a 
Promised Land, which was pub-
lished by Oregon State University 
Press, with two cautions: 1) lib-
eral/progressive activists may be 
in danger of being indistinguish-
able from the prevailing culture of 
secular peace and environmental 
activists, and 2) conservatives 
may be so far outside the culture 
they are irrelevant.

“The outsider status is im-
portant, but people can’t be too 
outside or inside the culture to 
influence it,” he said.

Dale also finds that more evan-
gelical churches are now engaged 
in social issues related to envi-
ronment, human trafficking and 
poverty.

“I end with cautious optimism 
that conservatives and liberals can 
find more ways to work together,” 
Dale said, noting that the greatest 
division today is about how to 
bring about God’s Kingdom.

In working on the book, he 
gained greater appreciation for 
the role of institutions.

“The story continues to unfold.  
This is not the last word on reli-
gious activism in the Northwest,” 
said Dale, who hopes the book 
gives a historical framework for 
understanding the present context.

For information, call 777-4433 
or email dsoden@whitworth.edu.

Thrivent Financial 
was named 
one of the 

“World’s Most 
Ethical Companies” 

by 
Ethisphere Institute 

for 2012-2015.

Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent Financial, 
marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 
Appleton, WI. Registered representative of Thrivent 
Investment Management Inc., Minneapolis, MN.  
Member FINRA and SIPC. Thrivent.com/disclosure 	
                                                    23607 R4-15

Whitworth professor’s book delves into religious activists, as ‘outsiders’

Dale Soden intersects history of liberal and conservative religious activists in the Northwest.
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Saturday,
January 23, 2016

at 9 a.m.
Email or call Deidre for

reservations or 
information:

healingpen@comcast.net
(509) 710-0204

at the Cathedral of St. John
127 E. 12th Ave. • Spokane, WA 99202

The event is free with the opportunity to support Shalom Ministries

Over its 25 years, the Intercom-
munity Peace and Justice Center, 
a partnership of 19 women’s reli-
gious communities and one men’s 
religious community, has chal-
lenged corporations to change un-
just practices, advocated for sus-
tainable water resources, sought to 
end human trafficking, facilitated 
communities through Women’s 
Justice Circles and empowered 
young adults to gather for jus-
tice, spirituality and community 
building.

“In 1991, women’s religious 
communities met and asked what 
they could do together better than 
alone to respond to critical needs 
of the times,” said Holy Names 
Sister Linda Haydock, its found-
ing director.

“It’s important to build commu-
nity to address issues,” she said, 
“because we do not want to be so 
issue-driven that we lose sight of 
the community and dialogue.”

The center works in with Catho-
lic, ecumenical and interfaith 
groups.

“We are also a peace and justice 
center creating systemic change 
for economic justice,” Linda 
added.

The IPJC, which started as a 
Northwest center, is now global, 
working in 19 countries, relating 
to people face-to-face and through 
technology.

“The world is struggling.  As 
political, economic, social and ec-
clesiastical systems break down, 
we need to create new systems,” 
she said.  “We are people of hope, 
because nothing is impossible to 
God.

“If we dream it, we can do it.  
Systemic change is a long-haul 
process, so we need to be rooted 
in community and spirituality,” 
she said.

After graduating from high 
school in Seattle, Sr. Linda at-
tended the University of Wash-
ington and Seattle University.  She 
taught at Immaculate High School 
in the inner city before she entered 
the Sisters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary.

Seeing the commitment of the 
Holy Names sisters to poor stu-
dents and experiencing a month of 
immersion in 1980 in local life in 
Nicaragua, she realized she could 
do more and do it more boldly 
with others than alone.

In Nicaragua, she lived with 
Maryknoll Sister Maura Clark, 
one of four sisters killed the next 
fall in El Salvador.

For her, Holy Names sisters 
were models for living with joy, 
working for justice, serving mar-
ginalized people and transforming 
the world.

In 1980, Sr. Linda began forma-
tion in religious life in Portland, 
where she took her vows and 

began theological education.  She 
led a campus ministry, and taught 
adults about theology, and about 
peace and justice.

As executive director, she en-
visions, creates and helps lead 
programs, finding ways to make 
them sustainable. 

Women’s Justice Circles are 
in 50 cities in Washington, around 
the nation and in eight countries, 
including Cambodia, Tanzania, 
Columbia and Peru. There are 
Spanish-speaking groups in rural 
Washington.  The IPJC has facili-
tated circles for 15 years.

Issues circles address vary.  
• A circle at Transitions in Spo-

kane addressed pedestrian safety 
for nearby school children.

• A circle at St. Matthew Epis-
copal in Auburn pursues micro-
business opportunities for Latinas.

• A circle at St. Vincent de Paul 
Church in Connell held a forum 
on building stronger families.

• A circle in Cashmere won the 
school superintendent’s support to 
include Latino parents in creating 
anti-bullying programs.

• Twenty-eight justice circles in 
Tanzania help women overcome 
personal and cultural barriers 
with a preschool, leadership skills, 
micro-businesses and maternal 
health care.

“Circles can have grassroots, 
direct service solutions and can 
raise challenges to bring systemic 
change,” Sr. Linda said.  “We 
mentor women to name issues 
that keep them impoverished and 
to gain skills to address those 
issues.”

Beyond the circles, the center 
collaborates with organizations 
with different approaches and 

resources.
Justice Cafés in 30 cities in 12 

U.S. states and in six countries are 
an way for young adults to talk 
in real time and online about im-
migration, just economics, labor 
trafficking, climate change and 
spiritual contemplation.

After young adults converse 
face-to-face, they go online to 
connect with friends from other 
cafés to build community, Sr. 
Linda said.

Groups may meet 90 minutes in 
a coffee shop, on a campus, at a 
church or in another space.  They 
download resources, such as a 
video conversation starter on the 
month’s topic.  They post pictures 
on Facebook, where other groups 
access them and converse.

The Northwest Coalition 
for Responsible Investment has 
worked with 58 corporations 
to address 16 social and envi-
ronmental justice issues, has 
participated in 70 dialogues with 
corporate executives and has filed 
23 shareholder resolutions in its 
20 years.

“We partner with the Interfaith 
Center for Corporate Responsibil-
ity and others, including Catho-
lic, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, 
Methodist, Lutheran and United 
Church of Christ groups,” Sr. 
Linda said.   “We address climate 
change, genetically modified or-
ganisms (GMOs), water, wages 
and health.

The coalition has succeeded 
in bringing corporate change on 
access to HIV/AIDS medicines 
and ending use of child labor in 
cocoa fields.

The coalition challenges the 
hospitality industry—hotels, air-

lines and tourism—on human 
trafficking.  

The IPJC has also worked with 
private prisons through the Cor-
rections Corporation of America 
on human rights policies.

Sr. Linda often meets with 
“people who are unaware they can 
to bring corporate change in envi-
ronmental sustainability, banking 
procedures, predatory lending, 
social justice and human rights. 

“We make progress by bringing 
faith to bear in the board rooms,” 
she said.

“When we list our supporters, 
corporations are eager to be in 
dialogue so we will not submit a 
shareholder resolution at their an-
nual meeting,” she said.  “We seek 
dialogue with the companies, who 
are not eager for change, and we 
have a good track record.  We can 
call and ask about something, and 
they will meet with us, to prevent 
our filing a resolution.  

“Dialogue means being in 
relationships rather than being 
adversarial.  It helps us progress 
with Fortune 500 corporations,” 
Sr. Linda said.  “They know we 
will be there for the long haul.”

She believes corporations ap-
preciate respectful engagement 
in dialogue to find new solutions.

The idea took hold in the 1970s, 
when the faith community held 
corporations accountable by using 
divestment and boycotts to chal-
lenge apartheid in South Africa.

“That meant faith-based share-
holders could have a way to make 
social change and call corpora-
tions to accountability,” she said.

“Having partners helps make 
our vision reality,” she said.

Sr. Linda, other staff and 
volunteers lead workshops and 
webinars in Catholic, ecumeni-
cal, interfaith and secular gather-
ings on peace and non-violence, 
spirituality and justice, corporate 
responsibility, leadership devel-
opment, simple living, immigra-
tion reform, human trafficking, 
environmental sustainability, 
legislative advocacy and inter-
religious dialogue.

Other programs educate.
• The center holds convocations 

every four years, bringing national 
and international speakers, and 
including workshops, ritual and 
conversation.

• It publishes a quarterly justice 
journal, “A Matter of Spirit.”  The 
recent issue explores the water 
issues that can lead to conflict: 
access, sanitation, drought, farm-
ing and fishing.  

• There are 80,000 online down-
loads of its educational resources 
each year.

• It has a new 45-page booklet 
has a four-session curriculum on 
climate change.  

• It proposes state and federal 
legislation.

Sr. Linda said people often 
feel overwhelmed with the litany 
of issues.

“I encourage people to pick 
one they are passionate about,” 
she said.  “All are connected.  If 
we are rooted in spirituality and 
community, we won’t become 
discouraged, overwhelmed or 
burned out.

“We need to examine issues 
as faith communities, so we can 
care for and transform the earth,” 
she said.  

Sponsoring communities are 
the Adrian Dominican Sisters, 
the Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Peace, the Oregon 
Province of Jesuits, the Sisters 
of the Holy Names of Jesus and 
Mary, U.S. Ontario Province, the 
Sisters of Providence Mother 
Joseph Province, Sisters of St. 
Francis of Philadelphia and Ta-
coma Dominicans.

Affiliates include other Bene-
dictine and Dominican commu-
nities, Sisters of Charity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Sisters of 
St. Francis, Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet, Sisters of St. Mary 
of Oregon, the Society of the Holy 
Child Jesus, the Society of the 
Sacred Heart, the Ursuline Sisters 
of the Roman Union.

For information, call 206-223-
1138, email ipjc@ipjc.org or visit 
www. ipjc.org.

Dedicated Gluten Free Facility
facebook.com/colesfinefoods
521 E. Holland #20 - 509-413-1739

Taizé Prayer
THURSDAY at 4:15 PM

The Ministry Institute
405 E. Sinto

two blocks North 
of St. Aloysius Church

The Ministry Institute invites you to pray with music, readings and silence in the style of 
Taizé prayer.   We begin again on Thursday, January 14, 2016.  Happy New Year!

For more information, contact Shonna Bartlett at 313-5765 or bartletts@gonzaga.edu.

We invite you to join us for reflection and contemplation.

Intercommunity Center engages people in the pursuit of justice

Sr. Linda Haydock, SNJM, has led center for 25 years.



Page 8 - The Fig Tree - January 2016

A Ministry Serving Eastern Washington

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
of Spokane

Whether you are planning in 
advance or at a time of need, 
we are here to help with 
caring options.

Benefits of Advanced Planning:
- Ensure your wishes are met
- No interest on payment plans
- Avoid costly decisions later
- Peace of mind for you, your 
 spouse and family

Call (509) 467-5496 or visit us
online at www.cfcsSpokane.org

HOLY CROSS CEMETERY
& FUNERAL CENTER FD683

7200 N. Wall Street
Spokane, WA 99208

(509) 467-5496

ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY
& FUNERAL CENTER FD129

17825 E. Trent Avenue
Spokane Valley, WA 99216

(509) 467-5496

QUEEN OF PEACE CEMETERY
& FUNERAL CENTER FD128

6910 S. Ben Burr Road
Spokane, WA 99224

(509) 467-5496

Greg Finch, Funeral Director

Now providing full funeral, cremation, and cemetery services

10410 E Ninth Ave
Spokane Valley
509-926-3541
sunshinehealthfacilities.com

Long Term Nursing
Short Term Rehabilitation

Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1949

By Sue Orlowski SP
Alex Jackson sees his role as 

chief executive of Sacred Heart 
Medical Center and Children’s 
Hospital, and Holy Family Hos-
pital as a ministry.

Since beginning at the hospitals 
in 2013, he has sought to make a 
difference in the lives of people 
and health care in the Inland 
Northwest. 

He followed Elaine Couture, 
who was promoted to chief ex-
ecutive for all Providence Health 
Care’s 11 entities.  

“It’s a ministry where I can 
demonstrate through my life, and 
through interactions with staff and 
people the institutions serve, that 
God is real,” he said.

“I don’t have to be a different 
person to work here,” Alex said.  
“I work with my heart, as well as 
my head.  That is what Providence 
Health and Services are to do as 
we provide accessible, affordable, 
quality care. 

Alex considers health care 
a ministry of serving people’s 
physical, personal and spiritual 
needs.

“Our priorities are clear.  We 
place justice, compassion, and 
service to poor and vulnerable 
persons first,” he said.

“Hospitals are sacred places. It 
is a privilege to care for people 
during their best, as well as their 
darkest moments.  We also care 
for people during the most blessed 
moments of their lives: the birth 
of a child, caring for a sick patient 
and saying goodbye to a loved 
one,” Alex said. 

The vision guiding Providence 
ministries is: “Together, we an-
swer the call of every person we 
serve: Know me, care for me, ease 
my way.”

This vision helps him guide 
staff to provide ministry through 
safe, effective, compassionate, 
quality care.  

Alex starts each day meeting 
with leaders from both Sacred 
Heart and Holy Family Hospitals 
in what he calls “daily safety 
huddles.” 

“In these meetings, I bring lead-
ers together from the hospitals to 
review safety issues and concerns 
from the day before.  The leaders 
are present in the moment, which 
enables the team to mobilize 
people and resources to fix a prob-
lem as soon as possible,” he said.

Another spin-off from safety 
huddles is that they create a great-
er sense of community among 
hospital leaders. 

Alex’s servant leadership style 
of management includes making 
regular rounds to listen to and 
solicit feedback from staff, physi-
cians, nurses and patients.

One day on his rounds, he heard 
concern that a piece of equip-
ment was reaching the end of its 
usefulness.  He asked employees 
about the operational implications 
and incorporated that feedback to 
bring a resolution.  

Using both consumer-driven 

and professional-staff-driven ap-
proaches, Alex knows from the 
people affected by decisions how 
they feel so he can identify future 
changes to be made. 

By being present with people, 
he hopes they will consider him 
a mentor and friend. Knowing 
people personally, he hand writes 
many thank you notes, especially 
when a person represents the core 
values in their work, he said.

 He believes it makes a differ-
ence to compliment staff when 
they do a good job.

 “I am excited to see people 
grow and come together to com-
plete a job.  I invest in people and 
relationships, bringing people 
together to solve problems,” he 
said.  “When staff are invited to 
help solve problems as they arise, 
they are more apt to give input 
when other issues arise.”

When he was leaving St. Vin-
cent Medical Center in Portland, 
Ore., a staff member said she 
would pray for him, because he 
took an interest in people.  He felt 
her prayers helped him through 
his early days in Spokane. 

Alex’s Catholic roots and faith 
motivate him.

“Health care is in a dynamic 
time because of the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA) and the explosion 
of technology,” he said, noting 
that the ACA has given millions 
more Americans access to health 
insurance, increasing demand for 
services. 

To meet that demand, Provi-
dence Health and Services in-
vested in three Urgent Care Cen-
ters: one in Spokane Valley, one 
in North Spokane and one down 
the hill from Sacred Heart Medi-
cal Center. Providence also hired 
more primary care physicians 
and staff.

Alex also sees more use of 
Providence services in primary 
care, specialty care, urgent care, 
emergency care, inpatient admis-
sions, baby deliveries and other 
procedures performed.

“Providence continues to in-
novate to provide greater access 
to care at lower cost for patients,” 
he said.  

Patients can use their comput-
ers, smart phones and tablets 
for private conversations with 
health care providers through 
“Health Express.” They can also 
access personal medical records 
online through the application of 
“MyChart.”

With these services and urgent 
care centers, fewer patients use 

emergency rooms for non-emer-
gent issues. 

“These services are consider-
ably less expensive, more con-
venient and take less time,” said 
Alex, whose passion is “to reveal 
God’s love for all, especially the 
poor and vulnerable.”

He hopes that in Spokane, as 
in Portland, there will be more 
positive clinical outcomes, shorter 
stays, lower infection rates, and 
greater patient and staff satisfac-
tion. Those savings free more 
money for charity care, he said. 

A Montana native, Alex earned 
a master’s degree in health care 
administration from The Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and completed an administra-
tive fellowship at The Cleveland 
Clinic. 

Then he wanted to return to his 
roots in the Northwest and felt 
called to work in Catholic health. 

 Alex is pleased to continue 
a tradition of caring through a 
mission- and value-driven institu-
tion, founded on the legacy of the 
Sisters of Providence, who have 
served the Inland Northwest for 
nearly 130 years. 

Sacred Heart Medical Center 
was founded by Mother Joseph 
of the Sacred Heart, whose statue 
represents Washington State in 
the U.S. Capitol and the capitol 
building in Olympia. 

When the first 31-bed hospital 
was started in 1886, it was on the 
Spokane River where the INB 
Performing Arts Center now sits.  
At that spot, there are statues rep-
resenting a Sister of Providence 
and a worker building that first 

hospital.   
Sacred Heart has grown to 

become a major regional medical 
center with transplant, adult and 
pediatric trauma centers, and the 
only Level IV Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit in Eastern Washington.  

Employees still identify their 
work as a ministry “of revealing 
God’s love for all through the core 
values of respect, compassion, 
justice, excellence and steward-
ship,” he said

Alex believes his attitude and 
hard work make a difference in 
his life and in the lives of others. 

“Patients feel vulnerable at 
some point during their care, so 
empathetic communication is 
critical, as well as reliable sys-
tems, processes, equipment and 
teamwork,” he said.

Inpatient satisfaction scores 
reached their highest levels ever 
in 2015 at both facilities, he said.

Managing expenses is another 
role.  Under the ACA, he said, 
there has been a decrease in pay-
ments to all hospitals nationally, 
including Providence. 

“We focus on quality care at a 
reduced cost for both outpatient 
and inpatient services,” he said.

Reducing infection rates and 
patient falls means fewer medi-
cations, requesting fewer x-rays 
and shorter hospital stays, he said. 

“Being called is to provide 
care with compassion, respect, 
excellence, justice and steward-
ship, I feel I’m part of that sacred 
ministry,” he repeated.

For information, call 474-3131 
or visit washington.providence.
org.

New Year’s
Recycling 

Resolution
 			 

MORE! MORE! MORE!
www.EarthworksRecycling.com

Mon-Sat 8-4:30
509-534-1638
1904 E Broadway 

Spokane

Alex Jackson sees his CEO role as a ministry.

Providence executive finds ministry in interactions with staff, patients
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“Of Pearls and Prodigals: Hearing Jesus' 
Parables through Jewish Ears”

Hemmingson Center Ballroom  
Gonzaga University
702 E. Desmet ave.

Questions?   
509-313-6782 or gonzaga.edu/religious-studies

Amy-Jill Levine

Feb 4, 2016 at 5:30 PM 

University Professor of New 
Testament and Jewish Studies 
at Vanderbilt Divinity School and 
College of Arts and Sciences

GONZAGA RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
presents

GUEST SPEAKER: 

In Honor of the 50th Anniversary of Nostra Aetate

Just Trade
fairly traded
crafts from

around 
the world

inside 
Brused Books

235 E. Main
Pullman, WA

509-334-7898
Mon-Fri 11 am-6 pm
Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 

independent • assisted • skilled • memory care

2903 E. 25th Ave. Spokane, WA     509-536-6650
101 E. Hawthorne Rd.  Spokane, WA     509-466-0411

www.rockwoodretirement.org

Friendly and
inviting...
caring and
supportive...

By Deidre Jacobson
Two large residential homes, 

sitting side by side in Spokane 
Valley, house up to nine fami-
lies—single mothers and their 
children—as they try to improve 
their lives.

Recovery from substance 
abuse, domestic violence and 
trauma are the themes Angela 
Slabaugh, executive director of 
Hearth Homes, sees in the lives 
of the women who reside there.  

For children living there, Hearth 
Homes strives to reduce their 
Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACE) score.  ACE is a ranking 
system for negative events—such 
as abuse, drugs, divorce or incar-
ceration—that affect children’s 
health and wellbeing.

“The program does that by pro-
viding a healing environment for 
the mothers,” Angela said.  

The transitional program has 
four phases: connection, engage-
ment, ownership and transforma-
tion.  The goal is for the women 
to move through these phases, so 
they progress from external to 
internal motivation.  

“This might be moving from 
the goal of ‘getting my child from 
Child Protective Services’ to ‘hav-
ing the skills I need to provide a 
stable home and nurture my child, 
long term,’” said Angela. “There 
is a big difference there.”

Much of the work of Hearth 
Homes is relational, involving 
staff, mentors and volunteers, as 
well as the women and children. 

It seeks to transform lives by 
helping young mothers develop 
life skills, such as parenting, 
nutrition, self-care, health, com-
munication, conflict resolution, 
finance, housekeeping and re-
sponsible renting. Women can 
stay for up to two years.

Each resident prepares a meal 
once per week for the commu-
nity as they strive to provide a 
sacred mealtime and a safe place 
for engaging in community.  The 
women shop for ingredients from 
the pantry, which is stocked by do-
nations from community partners.  

They earn “boutique bucks” 
through accomplishing goals.  
With those, they purchase essen-
tial and fun items at the Hearth 
Homes’ boutique.

Angela grew up in Spokane, 
attending St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Parish with her mother and grand-
mother, graduating from Eastern 
Washington University in 2008 
with bachelor’s in social work.  

“I have always been drawn to 
the hurting, even as a child,” said 

Angela.   
While in college, she attended 

Life Center, and there made a 
commitment to Christ.  

She traveled to New Orleans to 
earn a master’s degree in social 
work in 2009 from Tulane Uni-
versity and work in the rural South 
on literacy and HIV/AIDs issues.  

After graduating, she applied 
for a job at Hearth Homes, which 
began in 2004 in Spokane Val-
ley, and was offered an unpaid 
position, which she turned down, 
feeling it was not yet time to leave 
New Orleans.  

Two years later, Hearth Homes 
called again to offer another posi-
tion, living on site with a stipend.  

She had asked God for direction 
and knew this was the path she 
was meant to follow.  After ac-
cepting the offer, she learned the 
executive director had resigned, 
and there was no house manager. 

When arriving for her new job, 
her heart sank.  The property with 
two homes side-by-side was in 
disrepair.  

“In some ways, God brought 
me to Hearth Homes for the 
same experience as the women,” 
Angela said.  

She lived on site and worked 13 
months, building the program and 
remodeling the home as volunteer 
power and donations allowed.

 “This was a huge learning 
curve for me,” said Angela.  “Most 
of my work in the beginning was 
putting out fires.  I had to have 
total dependence on God.  God 
faithfully provided for the needs 
as Hearth Homes grew.” 

Married in February to Na-
than Slabaugh, whose father is a 
Brethren in Christ minister, she 
and Nathan now attend Anthem 
Friends Church in Hayden, Idaho.

Hearth Homes relies heavily on 
the Spokane Valley community to 
provide much of the needs for the 
transitional program, managing 
with a small yearly budget.  

Their team is continually con-
necting individuals, groups and 
congregations with the needs of 
Hearth Homes. 

In 2014, 19 moms and 28 chil-
dren were served with an average 
stay of eight months.  

“We focus on encouraging the 
women to make good choices. 
They tend to blame others for 
their circumstances and their own 
decisions.  We use intentional 
wording when a woman relapses, 
‘We recognize you are choosing to 
leave because you have decided to 
use drugs again.’

“We have moved away from the 
live-in model for staff,” Angela 
said.  “Previously staff would 
life on-site.  However, this took 
up room and had little influence 
on the choices women made.  We 
want to empower them and dem-
onstrate trust that they are able to 
facilitate a healthy home environ-
ment with our support.  

“The women are empowered 
to manage their own homes, and 
the staff and volunteers ‘do life’ 
with them, which means living 
in authentic relationship with the 
women.  We aim to create an en-
vironment of grace and account-
ability, not just performance,” 
she said.  “Doing life together is 
a challenge and can be messy, but 
we believe it better demonstrates 
Christ’s love and transforms the 
hearts of everyone involved.”

There is no requirement for 
religious participation there.

“We do not want to be one more 
person telling them to put on a 
mask.  Instead, we plant seeds 

and trust they will grow,” she said.  
“That may take years.”

Last summer, Hearth Homes’ 
residents painted a wall-size mural 
depicting their journeys of hope.  

Partners with Art artist, Su-
zanne Ostersmith, an art professor 
at Gonzaga University, helped 
them to create a mural that would 
give them a voice.  

On Aug. 12, the Mayor of 
Spokane Valley, City Council 
members and leaders from the 
United Methodist Church, Spo-
kane Valley Kiwanis, Gethsemane 
Lutheran, Spokane Valley Church 
of the Nazarene, Advent Lutheran 
and others came to Hearth Homes 

to honor the women for their art.   
The mural shows the women’s 

experiences along a winding road 
leading to a tree of transformation.  

Angela stresses the value of 
community among Hearth Homes’ 
staff, residents and volunteers and 
with the Spokane Valley.

Volunteer opportunities abound 
at Hearth Homes, including yard 
work and garden beds, home re-
pairs, childcare, boutique, mentor-
ing and class instruction. 

Hearth Homes relies on support 
of individual donors and private 
grants.  Just $5 a month can 
help provide meals for families 
throughout their stay. 

For information, call 926-6492 
or visit www.hearth-homes.org

Building on Faith with

Eliminating poverty housing
one house at a time.
HELP BUILD IT!

Interested in 
owning your own home, 

donating or volunteering?
Visit our website

www.habitat-spokane.org
or call 509-534-2552

SHOP AT
The Habitat Store

Doors, Windows, Appliances,
Cabinets, Lighting, Paint, Tile,

Hardware, Plus Much More

Spokane Industrial Park
3808 N. Sullivan Rd., Bldg 10

Spokane Valley WA 99216 

509-535-9517
STORE HOURS: 

Wed - Sat  11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
(Tues-Sat 11-7 beginning March 3)

Angela Slabaugh says woman painting mural last summer was a way to depict their journeys.

Residential program helps mothers and children heal, improve lives
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Guns undermine reality that people are human beings made in God’s image
Essentially, guns harm, kill and destroy 

no matter who uses or has them.
 If they are used by soldiers in defend-

ing a country, guns are there to harm and 
destroy the other side.

 If they are used by the police, guns are 
there to destroy and kill criminals. 

If criminals use guns, they would kill or 
to harm whoever is in their way. 

It does not matter which side has guns 
or if both have them, the main purpose of 
guns is to harm and to kill.

Perhaps some have them for sport, such 
as target practice or hunting, but statistics 
show that guns kill people.

According to the survey of the Centers 
of Disease Control and Prevention, 406,496 
people died as a result of firearms in United 
States from 2001 to 2013. This includes all 
manner of deaths: homicides, accidents 
and suicides. 

According to CNN, 3,030 people died as 
a result of terrorist incidents inside the U.S 
from 2001 to 2013—in 9/11, the 2001 An-

thrax attacks and other incidents. With the 
number of U.S. citizens who died overseas 
in terrorist acts, the total is 3,380. 

Since 2002, more than 30,000 people 
have died and more than 80,000 have 
been injured every year as a result of gun 
violence. 

The population most affected by gun 
violence are youth and young adults aged 
15 to 24 years old, according to the Office 
for Justice program. 

In a New York Times article, David 
Hemenway, director of the Harvard Injury 
Control Research Center, said, “Generally, 
if you live in a civilized society, more guns 
mean more death. There is no evidence that 
having more guns reduces crime.” 

According to the Small Arms Survey, the 
United States has by far the highest level 
of gun ownership. 

According to the Crime Prevention Cen-
ter, “America has the highest gun homicide 
rate, and the highest number of guns per 
capita.” More than 77 percent of homicide 

victims aged from 15 to 17 died from gun-
related injuries. 

The figures do not include the impact 
of the cost of the guns and weapons held 
by the military, for which the government 
spends billions of dollars. The safety of the 
nation does not depend on how good our 
weapons are or on building more weapons.  
More military weapons mean more threats 
to the country’s and the world’s safety.  

According to the The Hill website cover-
ing Congress and politics, the U.S. govern-
ment has a $400 billion program to create a 
fleet of F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Jets. 

With that money, the country could easily 
abolish homelessness, fund hospitals and 
provide quality health care for the nation. 

What the U.S. spends on weapons would 
also be enough to fund school programs for 
our children, halt the decline of the middle 
class and relieve hundreds of thousands of 
student loan debts.

Imagine if the billions of dollars the 
government has spent on and set aside to 

build aircraft and other military weapons 
was used for scientists to develop cures for 
cancer, malaria and other diseases. 

We would also be able to build more safe 
houses for former incarcerated people and 
be able to save millions of countless lives. 

Buying guns and building more military 
weapons does not increase our safety. 

Terrorism is not the greatest national 
threat, but, rather, economic injustice, 
which leads to social crises and the fad-
ing of middle class. Social and economic 
crises make people feel more afraid and 
threatened, which leads to an increase in 
crime and violence. 

The continuing rise of violence builds 
more not less fear, anger and hatred. 

That makes many people identify other 
people as enemies, rather than giving us 
the opportunity to reach out and discover 
each other as human beings made in God’s 
image.

Ikani Fakasiieiki
Contributing editor

Letter to the Editor Sounding Board Newsletter Excerpts

Editorial Reflections
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 EDWARD W. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

RETURN     V IN Y LOF 
THE

Sat u r d ay, Fe b.  20,  9a-5p  
S u n d ay ,  F e b .  21 ,  11 a -5 p  
a t  t h e  L i n c o L n  c e n t e r  
1316 n. LincoLn Street, Spokane

starring
LpS, cDS, DVDS, 45S & equipment!

The Cleaning Authority, Design Spike,  
Holy Names Music Center, Strong Solutions

event donors

2016 SPOKANE JEWISH 
CULTURAL FILM FESTIVAL

Presented by Spokane Area 
Jewish Family Services

The Magic Lantern
25 W. Main - Tickets at www.sajfs.org or at the door
7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 21
A BORROWED

IDENTITY

7 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 23

BRAVE
MISS WORLD

1 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 24

MAGIC
MAN

Tickets $10, Students/Seniors $7, Full Festival Pass $28, $18 Students/Seniors

Family Promise of Spokane 
Helping Homeless Families Find Home Again 

(509) 747-5487   www.familypromiseofspokane.org 

 
We wish to thank all the individuals,  

businesses & churches who have supported 
Family Promise throughout the past year!  

Please consider a charitable gift this new year in 2015. Please consider a charitable gift this new year in 2016.

Maya Earth Coffee
Your congregation or nonprofit can raise funds 

by co-marketing fair-trade, organic coffee 
through Coffee with a Cause

509-768-3193   •   Toll free:  877-892-3193 
coffee@mayaearthcoffee.com  •  www.mayaearthcoffee.com

125 S. Arthur
Spokane, WA 99202

(509) 535-0229
(800) 753-0229

• Paper by the ream
• Largest selection of colors, 
  designs & weights in the area
• Case discounts
• Wedding invitations & bulletins
• Preprinted papers including all 
  holiday papers
• Envelopes in a large variety 
  of sizes
• Mention this ad and receive 
  10% off on Mondays

  

The Franciscan Place * 1016 N. Superior St.

RSVP (509) 483-6495 *  www.SJFConline.org

   Upcoming Programs    
Thomas Merton’s Bridges 

to Contemplative 
Living Series

Series 5:  Traveling Your 
Road to Joy

Tuesdays 6-7:30 p.m.

Jan. 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 2016

Facilitator: 
Sr. Patricia Novak, OSF

Suggested Donation:  $40 includes 
the book

Women Veterans 
Weekend Retreat

February 5 - 7, 2016

A weekend giving women 
veterans the opportunity for 
honoring each person’s life 
journey through dialogue and 
supportive healing arts. Mas-
sage, reflexology, and Qi-Gong 
offered. Time for input, relax-
ation, quiet time and sharing 
with a counselor present.

Cost $200 Scholarships Available

CHK

CHK

Personal or legal problems?  DUI?
In need of alcohol and drug treatment?

SPARC has highly trained qualified staff to assist you.  
For more information and to schedule an appointment, call:

624-5228
or visit us at 1508 W. 6th Ave.

8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. - Monday through Friday
Confidential, discreet services.  Public funding available through 

Spokane County Community Services and Washington State DSHS

Calendar of Events

Providence 
Center for Faith 

& Healing
Dedicated to the 

integration of  health
care and spirituality

 

For more information, visit
www.phc.org/spiritualresources 

Cup of Cool
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Locally owned 
and operated by 

Susan & Ira 
Amstadter

Certified 
woman-owned 

business.

Camp N-Sid-Sen
Come to the Point

www.n-sid-sen.org
208-689-3489

We are here year-round for your youth group, 
church gathering, workshop, meeting or other 
nonprofit group. With 200+ acres & 4,000 feet 
of waterfront on the east shore 
of Lake Coeur d’Alene we welcome you 
to come to Camp N-Sid-Sen.

• Two retreat lodges with all facilities 
• 15 cabins • Lakeside chapel 
• Excellent meals served family style 
• Large indoor meeting lodge for 150+ w/breakout rooms  
• Open-air pavilion for worship, dance or programs 
• Canoes and sailboats available 
• Hiking trails, volleyball, basketball, horseshoes 

N-Sid-Sen is part of the Pacific Northwest 
Conference of the United Church of Christ

Our  P lace  i s  a  hub  fo r 
congregations and agencies to 
collaborate to be sure people 
in the West Central Spokane 
neighborhood have food, bus 
passes, utility assistance, hygiene 
items, clothing, laundry, housing 
and more.

Director Tracie Swanson said 
transportation is key for people, 
so Our Place has boosted their 
transportation program from 
providing two-hour to all-day-bus 
passes, to offering four- to six-
months of monthly bus passes for 
people who are newly employed 
or in substance abuse treatment.

“Transportation is the link 
between prosperity and poverty.  
It’s the means to access jobs, 
health services and food,” she 
said.  “West Central is a food 
desert with no grocery stores.”

Half of the clients walk to Our 
Place at 1509 W. College Ave.

Tracie said every time an 
individual receives services, it 
costs $13.50 beyond the value of 
donated food, clothing, hygiene 
and other items.

Of 80 volunteers on the roster, 
about 20 help each day Our 
Place is open.  Eight are new 
neighbors at Kendall Yards and 
the Summit, new housing a block 
behind it.  Many come from the 10 
supporting churches.

Tracie gave a tour of Our Place.
a part-time employee supervises 

the laundry center, which has 
three washers and four dryers.  
People sign up to do laundry.  Our 
Place provides detergent.

“In 2008, we asked clients what 
they needed and learned many 
did laundry in tubs and sinks,” 
said Tracie.

Volunteers, Ruth and Pete Hinz 
of St. Joseph Catholic on Dean, 
help sort and repackage detergent, 
soaps, hygiene items, diapers and 
more.

Ruth  puts  toothbrushes , 
toothpaste, wet wipes, hand 
sanitizer, tissue, hand soap, 
lotion, toilet paper, shampoo, 
deodorant, lip balm, and hand and 
toe warmers into plastic bags for 
homeless men and women. Our 
Place gave out 1,358 bags in 2014. 

Supermarkets give large broken 
bottles of soap, detergent and 
other liquids.  Ruth pours them 
into water bottles to give out. 

She also prepares layettes with 
two newborn outfits, baby wipes, 
receiving blankets, 20 diapers and 
quilts from the Salem Lutheran 
Quilters.  

In a larger room, people select 
from boxes of fresh produce on a 
table.  Supermarkets and specialty 
shops provide day-old bread and 
bags with food donations.

Our Place distributes food 
provided by both Second Harvest 
and Northwest Harvest.  The 
Second Harvest food is for West 
Central Spokane residents.  

Volunteers prepare boxes with 
20 pounds of food from all the 
food groups, the allotment per 
person.  

People give food generously 
during the winter, but in summer, 
the food bank sometimes closes 
early, because it runs out of food.

“We prepare food packs for 
homeless people, too,” she said.

Our Place receives fewer 
canned and boxed goods, because 
Second Harvest supplies more 
fresh food.  Our Place volunteers 
teach cooking classes there once a 
week, so people learn how to cook 
food they receive.

People in the class cook and eat 
meals there, and take them home.

In the back hallway, there’s 
a table with two chairs.  Nolan 
Wallace and Jim Mullin offer 
Veterans and Veterans Families 
Resources there.  That program, 
which started in September, is 
part of a new nonprofit, Veteran 
Pathways.  It is also at New Hope 
and they will open other outlets.

“We let veterans take advantage 
of their rights and services for 
them,” said Nolan, who came to 
Spokane from New Orleans to live 
with his daughter.

“Veterans are often missing in 
action in America because they 
do not know what resources are 
available,” he said.

Further down the hall are 
shelves with books for clients.

Across the hallway, a room 
stores coats from Coats for Kids, 
sleeping bags, tents, backpacks 
and blankets for homeless people.  
They recently gave 427 coats to 
families, 69 to single men and 77 
to single women.

The next room is the clothing 
bank.  Many volunteers make it 
possible.  Some sort clothing in a 
sorting room at the back, weeding 
out items that are soiled to sell 
for 10 cents a pound to Gemtext 
Recycling, a Northwest-based 
company recycling textiles.  Our 
Place sends them 700 to 800 
pounds a month.  With those 
funds, Our Place buys men’s 
socks, underwear and T-shirts.

People outside the area can 
come once a month for clothing.  
West Central residents can come 
once a week.

Another room has household 
necessities, like pots and pans, 
to help people restart.  People 
released from the City County Jail 
at night come to Our Place in the 
morning for clothing, food, bus 
passes and household items.

In an activity room, volunteers 
were sorting new clothing, toys 
and other items for its Christmas 
Give-A-Way in mid-December. 
Providence Sister Lilly Mae Emert 
and Joyce Miller of Whitworth 
Community Presbyterian Church 

were helping with sorting.    About 
100 people came to pick up gifts 
for their 500 family members.

The activity room is also 
used for a cooking class and is 
where children have a snack and 
activities while parents select 
food, clothing, necessities and 
services.

Tracie grew up in North Idaho, 
moving to different communities 
when her father was transferred 
with work at different bank 
branches.  Her grandparents were 
married at St. Joseph’s on Dean.

After earning a degree in 
journalism at the University of 
Idaho in Moscow, Tracie worked 
two years with Hawaii Pacific 
University student and military 
newspapers before moving to 
Spokane in 1995.  She worked 
with the Journal of Business in 
graphics, with Tomlinson Black 
in marketing and with the Travel 
Guide Magazine.

In 2005, she volunteered with 
the YWCA and reconnected 
with West Central Spokane. In 
2009, she came to Our Place as 
development director.  In 2012, 
when Sr. Ann Pizelo, SNJM, 
retired, Tracie became director.

“There’s a lot of responsibility, 
heartache and sadness in this 
work with people in poverty,” 
said Tracie.  

Many need utility assistance, 
because the old neighborhood 
homes have little or no insulation.

“The Holy Names Sisters 
have done much work with Our 
Place, helping with finances, 
as volunteers, on our board and 
more,” said Tracie, who grew up 
Catholic.

Our  P l ace  began  a s  an 
ecumenical  ministry.   The 

10 supporting churches have 
members and clergy on the board.  
They are St. Joseph, Our Lady 
of Lourdes and St. Augustine 
Catholic; Westminster, Knox 
and Emmanuel Presbyterian; 
Christ Central, the West Central 
Episcopal Mission, and Salem 
Lutheran, and the Sisters of the 
Holy Names of Jesus and Mary.

The churches formed Our Place 
in 1987 after realizing each was 
besieged with requests for food, 
clothing and hygiene items.  They 
decided to pool their resources 
and started Our Place in a house 
beside Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church.  Peggy Sammons was 
director for many years and then 
worked with Sr. Ann.  

In 2000, they found their 
present building.  When a final 
balloon payment was due in 2006, 
Our Place closed for two weeks.  
Then a woman gave a bequest 
for the amount due.  Holy Names 
sisters also helped.  The building 
was remodeled in 2007 and 2008 
with Gates and Murdock grants.

“With the economy improving, 
the number of people we serve has 
dropped from 18,000 a year in 
2012, to 17,000 in 2013, to 15,000 
in 2014.  These figures include 
people who come back month to 
month,” she said.

Work  c rews  come f rom 
businesses and churches come 
to paint, maintain and clean the 
building.

Our Place is in one of the five 
poorest neighborhoods in the 
state.  

“We’re a safety net, helping 
people know someone cares and 
will help,” she said.  “We see 
some people many times, so we 
know them when they come.  The 
people come in, sit down to visit 
and have coffee.

Volunteers treat clients with 
respect and dignity,” she said.  

“People in need are kind.  They 
usually take only what they need, 
not more,” Tracie said.  

With its many volunteers and in 
kind gifts, Our Place runs on an 
annual budget of $200,000, raised 
from individuals, grants, churches 
and organizations.

Our Place is open from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  It 
receives donations from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. those days.

For information, call 326-7267 
or email ourplace@cet.com or 
visit ourplacespokane.org.

Tracie Swanson guides Our Place Community Ministries as it serves West Central neighbors.

Peter and Ruth Hinz of St. Joseph parish volunteer regularly.

Congregations, agencies collaborate in ecumenical outreach to neighborhood


